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Mr. S. STUJBBS: There is no stinking
fish about a straightforward fact like
that. The State of Western Australia
has immense possiblities and in the
future, no matter what party might be
in power, it will be proved to the world
that this is one of the best States in
the Commonwealth. but that will not be
so under the present Administration.

Mr. Munsie: Bad luck that, for it
will have the present Administration
for another six years at least.

Mr. S. STUBBS: That remains to
be seen. At aUl events, in conchusion,
I desire to say that I hope the season
that is coming will be a prosperous
one for everybody, but until the present
Administration attempt to make both
-ends meet with regard to revenue and
-expenditure, then so long will I from
my place in the House and from every
Platform from which I speak point
out that the Government are on wrong
-lines and I will endeavour, as long
as I am able, to show that the sooner
the country gets rid of them the better.

On motion by Mr. Underwood debate
adjourned.

Houme adjourned at 11.-3 p.m.
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URGENCY MOTION-ELECTION
FOR WEST PROVINCE IN 1912.

The PRESIDENT :I have received the
followving letter from the Hon. Al. L.
Moss :

I propose to move the adjournment
of the House on a matter of urgency,
namely, to call attention to a gross viola-
tion of the Electoral Act which is al-
leged to have occurred at the election
of a member for the West Province of
the Legislative Council in May, 1912,
and which was for the first time made
public in the speech of the Hon. Mr.
Lynn on the Address-in-reply last even-
ing.

Though the matter is of undoubted grav-
ity, I fail to see that there is any colour
of urgency in the proposal. Procedure
by motion for adournment should not be
used except where there is a definite mat-
ter of urgent public importance. if,
however, under Standing Order 58 four
members rise in their places to support
the mover, I will allow the motion to pro-
ceed.

Four members having risen in their
places,

Hion. MW. La. MOSS (West) :I wvas well
aware of the circumstances which Mr.
Lynn mentioned yesterday, because the
statemient he made as to having informed
mec of the occurrence when it took place
is perfectly correct, but for many reasons
it was impossible for me to make use of
the information communicated to me last
April 12 months. There can be no doubt
that any interference with the well
grounded principles set forth in the
Electoral Act, and certainly anything to
interfere with the secrecy of the ballot,
is a matter of great importance to this
House, to another place as well, and to
the community at large, for if the ballot
is to be a secret ballot the thing ought
to be observed to the very letter. There
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can he no doubt, I think, that a very
serious infringement of the Electoral Act
took place in connection with the election
for the West Province of the Legislative
Council last year. I want first of all to
draw the attention of the House, and
particularly the attention of the Govern-
ment, to a few clauses of the Electoral
Act, because the Government cannot be
fully aware of the provisions of tbe Stat-
ute, and particularly the penal clauses con-
tained in that Legislation for breaches
of its important provisions. When an
election is taking place and it becomes
necessary, while the count is on, to ad-
journ the count, it is provided uinder
Section 135 of the Electoral Act of 1897
as follows:-

(1) Before every adjournment of the
count of the votes all ballot papers and
other documents connected with such
count shall be placed in one or more
ballot boxes, and the returning officer
shall then, in the presence of such
sc-rutineers and officers as are present,
seal the outer cover of suc-h ballot box
or boxes 'with his official seal, if any,
or with his private seal. and any scra-
tineer, who shall desire so to do, shall
he permitted by the Returning Officer
to place his special seal upon the outer
cover of such ballot box or boxes. (2)
'Before recommencing the count such
seals shall he exhibited unbroken to the
scrutincers and officers.

'Under -Section 1.5O there is a small code
of law as to what is to take place after
the count. The section states-

The Returning Officer shall also, as
soun as practicable after the day of
polling at any election (a) enclose iii
one packet all the used ballot papers,
including the postal ballot papers, and
in another packet all butts of ballot
papers, account;, books, or other
papers or documents used at the electiom.
or in connection therewith (with the
exception of the si-rned rolls), and all
telegramsg, letters, or other papers re-
ceived from Deputy or Assistant Re-
turning Officers and presiding officers
in connection with the Poll;, (W seal
up the said several packets and indorse
the same with a description and the

number of the contents thereof respec-
tively, and the name of the Province
or the District and the date of the
polling, and shall sign the endorsement,,
and forthwith forward the same packets
to the Clerk of the Council or the
Clerk of the Assembly, as the case
may he; (c) seal up, endorse: and
transmit in a similar manner to the
same Clerk a packet containing all
ballot papers printed for the said elec-
tion and not used by him or by Deputy
or Assistant Rteturning Officers or pre-
siding officers; (d) seal up, indorse,
and transmit to the Chief Electoral
Officer the marked rolls used at the
election and all declarations in the,
form numbered (9) in the schedule re-
ceived by himself and the presiding
officers; (e) the clerk, of the Council,
the Clerk of the Assembly, or the
Chief Electoral Officer, as the case may
be, shall forthwith give or send to the
Retulrning Officer a receipt uinder his
hand for the said packets.

Under Section 151 it is Provided-
The Clerkc of the Council and the Clerk
of the Assembly shall preserve and
hold in custody all such ballot papers
and other documents for-warded by the
Returning Officers uinder the provisions
of this part of the Act until the alec-
tion concerned can in each case be no
longer questioned, when such ballot
papers shall be destroyed.

Section 153 provides-
Such ballot papers and other documents
as may be required by the Court of
Disputed Returns shall, upon an order
of the Court, he produced by the Clerk
of the Council or the Clerk of the As-
sembly, but shall not he available for
any other purpose.

What occurred in the West Province elec-
tion was this: there were three candi-
dates, Mr. Lyvnn (the sitting member), Mr.
Allen, who -ran in the same interests as
Mr. Lynn, and 'Mr. Healy, who ran in the
Labour interest. 'Mr. Allen was counted
out first. There was a very small number
of votes (11) between 'Mr. Lynn and Mr.
Allen aunt it was of paramount import-
ance that the provisious of the Electoral
Act should have b6een observed, particu-
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larly in a close election like that, because
if the ballot papers had been sealed up
the possibility of anybody, other than the
persons enumerated in the Electoral Act
being permitted to 'get the ballot papers
would have been avoided, seeing that if
there had been any dishonest inclination
to interfere with the 11 ballot papers, the
election of the hon. member could easily
have been upset. When the hon. member
knew that there had been some interfer-
ence there were all kinds of ideas in his
bead and that did suggest itself to him.
No doubt that was not the object of the
interference, but what occurred was this:
the ballot papers had been sealed uip, the
third votes or second preferential votes
for Mr. Healy were counted. They had
'no right to be counted.

Hon. J. F. Cullen:- By whom

Hon. -M. L. MOSS: So far as I know
by two officers who came down from the
office of Mr. Stenberg (the Chief Elec-
toral Officer) in Perth, but what were the
instructions given by Mr. Stcnberg, or
whoever was responsible for sending those
two officers down, I am at a loss to under-
-stand. They were able te exercise suffi-
cient influence with the returning officer
for the W~est Province election and the
seals were broken, not by aft order of the
Supreme Court hut the sweet will of
7someone else to ascertain how 1%r. Healy's
papers had been distributed. When a
deputation waited upon the Premier the
other day on the question Of Proportional
representation Mr. Scaddan said-

One objection to preferential voting,
as had been evidenced at the election
when 11r. R. J. Lynn, MT.L.C., was re-
turned, was that it forced an elector to
give a vote to a man whose polities he
did not agree with at all.

They knew that all the Labour tickets
had voted for Mr. Healy and that in
the case of Mr. Healy's papers alt the
Labour supporters were obliged to vote
for one person who was nominated in the
interests of the Liberal party, but they
knew more than that, they knew exactly
how the votes of 'Mr. Healy's paper had
been distributed, for they knew that Mr.
Lynn was in a large minority when those
were counted- If the Colonial Secretary

has made inquiries he will be able to in-
form the House what those figures were,
if he is so disposed. What hon. members
of this Chamber ought to know are, (1)
are these allegations true; (2) who is re-
sponsible for the breach of the Act; (3)
why has the Act been contravened at alli
Those are questions the House would like
answered, and T think they are certainly
questions which the people in the country
would like answered, for if it were once
established that in connection with what
we believe is a secret ballot, even with offi-
cers charged -with the responsible duty
uinder the Statute of preserving those
papers intact, and not to be interfered
with except by order of the Supreme
Court judge, that such secrecy was not
actually the case, we would have half the
people of the country afraid to vote on
account of the possibility of discovery of
how their votes were recorded. This is no
great stretch of imagination. We know
that postal voting papers have to be taken
out of a book with numbers. What is
reported to have taken place in connection
with the West Province election is wrong.
It is a gross violation of the provisions
of the Statute. and I am surprised that
any member of the Government, even if
th ey are not responsible for what occurred
through the sending of these officers down
to make this inquiry, should be a party
to anything at all of such gravity as in
terference with those ballot papers. Look
how the Statute itself regards the matter.
Under Section 178 it is provided that an
offence is created through a breach or
neglect of official duty, which includes-

(1) Any attempt by any officer to in-
fluence the vote of any elector, or, ex-
cept by recording his vote, the result of
any election: (2) The disclosure of
any knowledge officially acquired by
any officer or scrutineer touching the
vote of any elector: (S)Any neglect
or refusal by any officer to discharge
any officical duty, and any violation by
any officer of any provision of this
Act: (4) Any attempt by a postal vote
officer or person authorised or required
by this Act to witness the signature of
an elector voting by means of a postal
ballot paper to influence the vote of
the elector.
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Breach or neglect of official duty is pun-
ishable by a penalty not exceeding £200,
or by imprisonment not exceeding one
year. It is quite obvious that the official
duty upon these people, upon Mr. Dowley,
the returning officer at Fremantle, was to
seal up the ballot papers and send them
to the Clerk of the Legislative Council,
whose duty it then was to keep them
inviolate in his custody. And when the
40 days had elapsed during which it was
possible for an election petition to be
lodged against the correctness of the re-
turn, these ballot papers should have been
destroyed in the manner required by' the
Statute. Any breach of this section is
punishable by a fine not exceeding £200
or by imprisonment for one year. Section
188, dealing with minor breaches, pro-
vides a penalty not exceeding £C50.
Clearly the Legislature has regarded it
as a very grave matter indeed, and I think
not only this branch of the Legislature,
but another place too, should speak in a
very determined way against this inter-
ference; because if this is passed un-
noticed more irregularities, and perhaps
of a graver character, will take place at
the next election. What we should en-
deavour to make the people understand
is that when an election takes place, not
only will the provisions of the Act be
enforced, but the public men of this
community will do their very best to
make the thing a secret ballot in every
respect. Now I desire to have three
questions answered, namely, 1, Are the
allegations made by the bon. member,
Hon. R. J. Lynn, true9 2, Who was
primarily resp onsible for having sent
these two officers to Fremantle to make
the investigation? and 3, Why was it
done?9

Hon. C. Sommers: By way of question
No. 4, you might ask what they are
going to do about it.

Hon. M. L. MNOSS: I move-
That the House do now adjourn.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) : The most extraordinary
part of this business is that Mr. Lynn,
who seems to be the one most concerned,
has been lying low for 15 months and that
he did not consider it necess5ary to take

any earlier action. If the Electoral Act
was grossly violated I certainly could
understand his silence for 40 days,
although even that, in my opinion, does
not redound to his credit; but I cannot
at all understand his silence for 15
months. In the first instance there is no
doubt self-preservation was the motive
which inspired the hon. gentleman's
silence; but to be a matter justifying the
adjournment of the House it should be
something that occurred recently, some-
thing which the hon. gentleman had bad
no previous opportunity of ventilating.
But this matter occurred as far hack as
15 months ago. In June, 1912, some
members of the Government who take a
great interest in electoral matters wished
to ascertain the value of the preferential
system of voting, and also to discover
whether it could be relied upon to fully
and correctly express the will of the
people. The information was required
for statistical as well as for legislative
purposes. The Government contemplated
the introduction of an Electoral Bill, and
they desired to be in a position to explain
to the House, if necessary, the effect of
preferential voting. The Chief Electoral
Officer was asked by the Attorney Gen-
eral to supply the information. If I read
from the file I think I shall be able to
correctly explain the position. On the 5th
June, 1912, the Chief Electoral Officer
wrote this minute to the Under Secretary
for Law-

In compliance with verbal instruc-
tions received from the Attorney
General I have the honour to submit
herewith a return showing the result
of an examination of the West Pro-
vince ballot papers for the purpose of
ascertaining the distribution of the
second preferences in favour of each
candidate, and also a summary show-
ing the total number of first and second
preferences thrown in favour of each
candidate at said election.

The list was supplied some days after-
wards. This morning the Attorney Gen-
eral addressed the following minute to
the Chief Electoral Officer:-

I note that Mr. Lynn yesterday in
the Legislative Council made certain
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statements reflecting on the department
over which you preside. They are re-
ported in to-day's West Australian.
Please peruse same ana let me have
file and your full statement of details
of the event and circumstances to which
the speaker drew attention, with what
accuracy I desire you to inform me.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Did they obtain
an order of the court to investigate these
votes!I

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will
deal with that directly. The reply by the
Chief Electoral Officer is as follows:-

I beg to submit the following par-
ticulars in reply to the Hon. the At-
torney General's minute of even date.
1, On or about 6th June, 1912, 1 was
notified by the Attorney General that
the Honorary Minister (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) desired particulars as to the
second and third preference votes cast
for the candidates in the West Province
at the general election held on 14th
Mlay in that year, with a view to ascer-
taining the value of preference voting
when all votes arc counted. 2, 1 com-
municated with the returning officer,
Mr. Dowley, who informed me that the
second preferences only were available
so far as Mr, Allen's votes were con-
cerned, on account of these preferences
having been examined in order to com-
plete the count in compliance -with the
Act. No third preferences, he informed
me, nor any second preferences for the
two other candidates were available, as
they had not been called into requisi-
tion for the completion of the count.*
3. In view, however, of the fact that
Mr. Dowley, the returning officer, bad
not at that time sealed the ballot papers,
I despatched Mr. B. J. Smith, an officer
of this department, to Frenmantle to
obtain the requisite particulars from
Mr. Dowley. The action taken was that
the statistical particulars required were
extracted-

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Really, this is mon-
strone.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
report continues-

That the statistical particulars required
were extracted by means of a re-
examination of the ballot papers which
was made by Mr. Smith in the presence
of the returning officer.
Ron. M. L. Moss: But in the absence

of the scrutineers.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It

goes on-
4. The result of such examination
was tabulated and forwarded to the
Rion, the Attorney General on 6th June
1912.
lRon. J. F. Cullen: It is really mon-

strous.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

report eonceludes-
5. From the foregoing it will be ob-
served that the extraction of the statis-
tical particulars required by the hon.
the Minister took place in the presence
of the returning officer. No seals were
broken, and no further use made of the
ballot papers.

Mr. Moss said this was a serious infringe-
ment of the Electoral Act. Nothing of
the kind. If the ballot papers had been
sealed and sent to the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council, and if afterwards the seal
was broken or the ballot papers interfered
with, it certainly would have been an
offence against the Act. But the ballot
papers had not been sealed. There is a
provision for scaling before the count
and another provision for sealing as soon
as possible afterwards.

Ron. R. J. Lynn: The ballot boxes
were sealed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They
had not been seated. No seals were
broken, and it was impossible to discover
how any person had voted. Consequently
there was no violation. It has been insinu-
ated that the votes could have been tam-
pered with, that there is a foil attached
to the postal votes and the returning officer
could have examined those and compared
them with the postal votes, and so dis-
covered how certain votes, were cast. If
he could have done that then he could have
donte it before, seeing that the ballot
papers had not been sealed. He had
ample opportunity for investigating them.
It has been clearly shown that the ballot
papers were not sealed. No other use
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was made of the ballot papers, except for
statistical purposes, and I contend there
is no reason at all why information of
this kind should not be made public. It
has been made public before. In connec-
tion with the election of Hon. W. Patrick
I had a representative present at the
count, and we got full information in con-
nection with the manner in -which votes
had been cast.

Eon. W. Patrick: Then you had no
right to do so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
that information was published in, I think,
both newspapers at Gerald ton. It was
very interesting indeed.

Ron. R. J. Lynn: Was the M1inistry of
the day a party to that irregularity at the
election of Mr. Patrick?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not know, but the completion of the count
took place nearly a week after the elec-
tion,

Hon. J. F. Cullen:- This was three weeks
afterwards.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
had an analysis made of the distribution
of the votes.

Hon. W. Patrick: Bat that was taken
at the time of the poll.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. C. Sommners: A very different mat-

ter.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

cannot see any difference between the ex-
amination of ballot papers at the time of
the count for this purpose and the ex-
amination a fortnight afterwards.

Hon. W. KingsmiDl: But the Act does.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,

there is no prohibition at all under the
Act. If the papers had been sent to the
Clerk of the Legislative Council it would
have been different. The information re-
ceived was put on a ifie for the informa-
tion of Parliament, and I have the file
here, and I propose to leave it for ex-
amination by hon. members. I still con-
tend there was no necessity for this motion
for the adjournment. Mir. Moss knew per-
fectly well that I proposed to reply to-
day, and he could well have waited and
given me the opportunity of replying
during the course of my speech. Certainly
it is not a matter of urgency, apid, if it

is, Mr. Lynn is to blame for having held
it back f or so long.

Ron. J. F. CULLEN (South-East):- It
seems to me that the Minister's defence
makes this matter tenfold worse than it
appeared on Mr. Mloss' statement. I un-
derstood Mr. Moss to explain that the im-
mediate reason for bringing the matter
up now was that attention had heen drawn
to it in a most public way by the Pre-
mier, when he used information which
should never have been available, with re-
gard, not simply to returns that were
dealt .with by the returning- officer at the
West Province election of May, 12 montlis
ago, but with figures that the returning
officer himself had no occasion to know
at all.

Hon. W. Patrick: Had no right to
know.

Hon. J. F. CUILLEN: Had no right to
know. And if this House is to under-
stand from the Minister's explanation
that he sees no abuse of the electoral law
in this matter, well then he is not the
Minister that I knew him to be. I can-
not imagine that any Minister would con-
done the action that has apparently teken
place. The position is this: The return-
ing officer himself had only to deal with
the second preference votes of the candi-
date who was declared defeated; he had
nothing to do with the second preference
votes on any other candidate's papers
whatever. But after the count had closed
and after the returning officer should have
sealed up all the papers some politician,
some friend of the defeated candidate-

Hon. MX L. Moss:- Some blind partisan.
Hon. 3. F. CULLEN:- An absolute par-

tisan-at all events some :friend of the de-
feated candidate, goes to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer--

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Which defeatedf
candidate?

Hon. 3. F. CULLEN: And says, "For
some quite innocent, non-partisa n object
of mine-

Hon. W. Ringsmill: Scientific research.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN: "Scientific, philo-

sophic inquiry I have on hand, I want you
to ascertain, not how the second votes
went to the candidate declared defeated
in the count, hut how the second votes
for my friend, the Labour candidate,
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went. I Avant to find out what would hap-
Pen if by any means I could get the can-
didate who has been declared to be de-
feated into the leading position, and how
it would affect my friend the Labour can-
Miate." I cannot for the life of me

imagine any chief electoral officer listen-
ing for a moment to any such thing. His
duty clearly was to say, "You are asking
mc to commit a grave breach of the elec-
toral law, T dare not do it; I would not
do it; no honurable man could do it: I
refuse to do it." Now the Mfinister re-
ports to this House that the Chief Elec-
toral Officer at the request of this parti-
San seat down an official to lead the re-
turning officer to commit a grave breach
of the electoral law by letting him see and
overhaul ballot papers in that election.

Hon. 11. L~. Moss: Nineteen days after
the election.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I can imagine
that the count in the West Province elec-
tion might not have been completed for
a couple of weeks; that is quite possible,
but this transaction occurred on the 5th
June, and the election took place on the
11th May. If the returning officer had
not sealed up the documents before part-
ing with thc scrutineers, he should have
sealed them tip in the presence of the
scrutineers at the finish of the count. If
hie kept them open he was guilty of a
grave breach of duty? Why did he keep
them openI Perhaps the Minister can tell
uts whether he had had any notification
that a member of Parliament was moving
the Chief Electoral Officer to commit a
grave breach of duty. Why did the re-
turning officer keep these papers un-
sealed? If they wvere unsealed he
committed a grave breach of his
duty by' keeping them open. On the
other hand, if he had sealed them and
if the seals were broken, of course the
offence is still greater. It is only a mat-
ter of degree. It was a grave breach of
duty to keep them open and supposina
this official from the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer's department went down without nn-
reagonable delay after the completion of
the count, even then the returning officer
had no right to open uip these papers. This
official fromt the Chief Electoral Officer's

department had no more right than I had
to go in aunl ask to see those papers. He
is not known under the law at all. It has
been alleged by iMr. Moss, and apart from
this all-sufficient charge, that the way was
open to possible tampering with these
ballot papers. There were only 11 votes
difference between the two canAdates. It
would have been a Simple matter to tam-
per with the return. I confess that when
the Hon. Mr. Lyvnn mentioned this mat-
ter last night. I was in doubt as to whether
it was wise to bring it up. When Ilearned

'that the immediate cause for bringing it
uip was the fact that the Premier of the
country had dealt with these flzures. and
then when MrT. Moss notified nts of the

verygrav cirnmsances he has alleged,
I recognised that it wag essential this
matter should be dealt with. But all those
reasons are! small compared with the rea-
son furnished hy the leader of the House
in his defence of the action of the Chief
Electoral Officer. It is clear that after
the count is completed ballot papers can-
not be overhauled. They cannot he sub-
mitted to any investigation ivithout an
order of the Supremie Court. It is not
possible uinder the law for any' chief elec-
toral officer to send dlown a clerk to inter-
fere. A very serious breach of the law
is confessed by the leader of the House
and I say. if ever an adjournment of the
House wvas ,justified, it is at the present
time. I do hope that the Government wvill
have some better explanation to give us
and Some better defence; if not, extra
p~recautions will certainly have to he pro-
vided in the law for the protection of the
purity of elections of Parliament.

Hon. C. SO2VMTERS (Metropolitan)
I regret to hanve to say that the M.Ninis-
icr's explanation is the sorriest excuse I
hav-e ever listened to in reply to a gross
breach of ihe Electoral Act, or to any
grave matter, Since I have been a member
of the House. For the 'Minister to stand
lip and attempt to justify a gross 'breach
of trust perpetrated by a member of his
MNinistry and to do it unblushin~ly does
not reflect any, credit upon him. There
wras not one word of regret in the remarks
of the Colonial Secretary. but simply a
.statement that the charges made by the
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Hon. "Mr. Lynn are absolutely true. I
congratulate the Hon. Mr. Moss upon
hiaving moved the adjournmnent of the
1house, because I know of no more im-
portant matter on which the adjournment
could have been moved than one to con-
sider a question which affects every elec-
tor of the State. I would like to know
why this particular election was picked
upon. Why was it 11r. Angwin chose this
election for the purpose of getting statis-
tical information? Why was it that nine-
teen days after the election he thought
it necess-ary to go to this extra trouble"
Were there no other elections held about
that timne?

Hlon. W. Patrick: That is why the
papers have to be kept sealed.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Why was there
this urgency nineteen days, after the elec-
tion, for which 'Mr. Angwin thought fit to
so wrongfully instruct his officer? Per-
lhaps the mere fact that the Act provides
Ihat appeals can he lodged within 40 days
is the true explanation of the urgency of
this matter. Probably some information
was required that might have helped to
upset this very close election in which
only eleven votes intervened between the
sUcces;sful and the unsuccessful candidates.
'We want a great deal of information in
ireganl to this. I do not know of there
having been any particular need for or
stir ahont proportional representation at
that time, It is since that time that the
matter has been broug-ht forward, partien-
lurkv in this House b-y the Hon. Nfr. C-sw-
ler, who moved that in the opinion of this
House the proportional representation
system should be affirmed.

The Colonial Secretary: Preferential,
you mean.

Hon. C. SOMMEFRS: We have heard
for the first time that the ballot papers
were not scaled. That diselose~s a -rave
breach of duty and neglect of duty on the
part of the returning officer. If this sort
of thing is; to be permitted without pun-
is hmei't. where is it goinsr to end ? M Ir.
Dowley. who is the resident mnagistrate
and returning officer at Fremantle, can-
not plead i-niorauce. He has been per-
forming these duties for many years and
certainly should be called to book. I would

not excuse Mr. Dowley because he can
have no excuse. If a man who was offi-
ciatig as returning officer in some out-of-
the-way pallingl pla'e said, "It is the first
time I have acted and I did not know,"
there might be some excuse for him, but
for a man in Air. Dowley's position to go
scot-free without any penalty i~s a seri-
ous matter and nn example shiould be
wade in this case. In regard to the re-
marks made by the Colonial Secret ar v in
regard to the Hon. Mr. Lynn lying low
all this time, it does not concerni this
House what the hion. member did. That
is a matter between the Hon. M1r. Lynn
and his electors. The House has to con-
sider the fact that yesterday was the first
time an accusation was made in this
Chamber and I strongly resent the Col-
onial Secretary's remarks in this connec-
tion. In regard to the postal votes, the
handwriting of the individuial who casts
the vote can be traced and what becomes
of the secrecy of the ballot? The particu-
lar party with which the Colonial Secre-
tary is identified are always crying out
for purity and they say they are the peo-
ple who can do no wrong:, theirs is always
the only party. In regard to my own
election, what sort of charges were hurled
abouit then, and I would remnind lion.
members how thirq( wlin hurled the
charges- crawled back into their burrows
s;ubsequently. Where is the secrecy of the
ballot to send at midnight. prohably, to
count these votes at an election when only
eleven votes separated the successful and
unsuccessful candidates!

The Colonial Secretary: How is the
ques;tion of secrecy affected?.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Why go there
at- all ?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You had a lot to say about jobbery'
at the last elections and crawled down.

Hon. C. SOIMMFERS:- I got home on
some of the hon. member's, friends -who
trwied to prove their charzes and failed
lamentably. We know that Labour adi-
risers strongly uwaed electors to give their
second preference votes to 'Mr. Allen. That
requires a little explanation. Why should
this particular election he picked upon to
find out all this information nineteen days
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after the ballots I have little more to say
but if I am in order I would like to move
an amendment that a select committee he
appointed to inquire into this matter.

The PRESIDENT: There cannot be
any amendment to a motion for an ad-
journmient on account of urgency.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: I understand
that an amendment will not be in order.

The PRESIDENT:- There can he no
amendment except as regards the time of
the adjournment.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Then I will con-
clude by saying that I regret very much
the occurrence and I am sorry the M1inis-
ter has expressed no regret at this serious
breach of confidence and trust imposed
upon the officials.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West)
There are two things which to my mind
the law guards very jealously, the will
of a dead man and the secrecy of the bal-
lot. I am sorry to have to say that it
seems to me as if something serious has
been done, and the only way to get right
at the truth of it is to make known the
particulairs to the public. 1 have seen
sketches of a ring of fat men and of
thin men pointing over their shoulders
to someone else and making an inquiry
as to who have the people's money, and
who did this and that. These things
are put around and one blames the other.
The duty of the electoral authorities is
to know the Act and as soon as the votes
have been counted to take possession of
the papers and seal them up, and not
to divulge this information or let any
one know anything further except under
an order from the Supreme Court. The
Colonial Secretary has told us that the
papers were not sealed up and it appears
to me that the Minister should take a
portion of the blame, but how comes it
that the person responsible for this in-
quiry got possession of the knowledge
that the papers were not sealed up. Evi-
dently there is something behind it which
makes it appear-I say it is open to this
construction-as if the returning officer
was instructed not to seal up these
papers pending an investigation to see
how the election went. It is open to sus-
picion. I cannot sit in my seat here and

listen to such an offence without regard-
ing -it as one of the gravest breaches of
the Electoral Act I have ever heard of.
The position is this that it wvas the duty
of those who were in charge to see that
the Act was carried out and they should
not have been parties to one of the
greatest breaches of the Act that could
have been committed, and it should also
he the duty of Mr. Stenberg to 'hensure
the person or persons for not having
sealed up the ballot papers. The paltry
excuse given might do for certain pur-
poses, but I say that there -was nothing
whatever to justify an examination of
the papers until an order had been ob-
tained from the Supreme Court.

Ron. R. J. LYNN (West) : I must be
prepared to express regret for not
having brought this matter before the
House at an earlier date. All I desire
to say in that regard is that the election
was contested on the 17th May, the count
took place on the 18th May and the de-
claration of the poll on the 19th May.
Seventeen days afterwards, these ballot
papers, if they were not sealed, surely
should have been sealed. Can it be said
that a returning 'offier is fulfilling his
duties if he permits tl~e ballot papers to
remain there for no less than' 17 days
unsealed.

The Colonial Secretary : Wby did you
not see that they were sealed 7

Hon. R. J. LYNN : My knowledge of
the proceedings 'when the count was over
was that the papers were put into the
ballot box and sealed. I can only -regret
that my inexperience was responsible for
not seeing that the papers were wrapped
up and sealed. Had I thought for one
moment that this was not done I should
have demanded to have seen the seal
placed on them even after they were
wrapped up in paper.

Hon. W. Patrick : That should not be
necessary; it is the duty of the returning
officer to seal them.

Hon. R. J. LYNN : The position was
that the House assembled on the 27th
June and the Address-in-reply was com-
pleted before the expiration of the time
permitted by the Act to lodge an appeal
against my election, and when the leader

307



SOS [COUNCIL.]

of the House refers to self-preservation
I was undoubtedly thinking of myself to
sonic extent, because I realised that had
that election been fought over again,
and with Mr. Allen as my opponent, sup-
ported by a block vote of the Labour
constituents of the West Province,
I should probably have been defeated,
anti T was not prepared to take that risk
in view, of the eleven votes between Mr.
Allwi aid rmyself. It means that had just
11 votes been interfered with or tampered
with and 'Mr. Allen had got to know of it,
he could have appealed to have that elec-
tion upset on the grounds that those ballot
papers which had been previously scrutin-
ised had been interfered with by the
departmental officers. Why the Honorary

iunister, Mr. Ang-win, should be so
anxious to know the result of the prefer-
ential voting in a constituency that he
took a considerable amount of interest in,
and in connection with which he was not
anxious for the return of myself, why he
should1 be so particularly anxious to dis-
cover the figuires relating to this election,
I am at a loss to understand, and why
the Attorney General should permit such
a grave breach of the Act makes it very
difficult indeed for me to follow. The
leader of the House said that Mr. Dowley,
fl'.e reliirning officer, was present while
these votes were being counted a second
time. I submit that I had every right to
appoint a deputy to be present when
these votes were being re-counted, hut I
am also prepared to say that to the
best of my knowledge when T went into
the court house on the second morning
that the count was taking place, 'Mr.
r'owley was sitting on the bench, and the
officers. of the department were in another
room and not in the presence of the re-
turning officer. The statement of the
leader of the House in that direction, so
far as my knowledge is concerned, is.
therefore, not correct. Why I refrained
from introducing the matter at a late
stage last session was simply this. After
permitting the time to elapse when an
appeal could be lodged. I had no oppor-
tunity of brine&ing the matter forward
unless I moved the adjournment of the
House, and my inexperience in that direc-

tion placed me in the position of not
exactly knowing what to do. I was not
anxious that this matter should be
widely ventilated, and had it not been
for the action of the Premier in openly
stating to the Press, and through the
Press to my constituents, that I am here
not as a representative of the West Pro-
vince, I think in defence of myself I bad
every right to mention it on the Address-
in-re ply, especially in answer to that
statement made by the Premier. I regard
the matter in this light that surely there
are examples other than the West Pro-
vince election which might have been
quoted by the Premier when reply' ing to
the deputation on the question of pro-
portional representation as against pre-
ferential voting. Surely the Premier
could have citedthe 60,000 Liberal elec-
tors who are not represented in the Senate
of the Commonwealth, without getting
down to the West Province elechion,
where be said preferential voting returned
a member against the will of the people.
Although I regret the delay in bringing
this matter forward I can only repeat that
tbe delay was, occasioned by inexperience.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I think most people who will read
the account of this debate will certainly
be struck by the remarkable method in
which the matter has been brought for-
ward. Mr. Lynn has waited something
like 153 months to bring the matter for-
ward and during that time, this House
has been sitting, and he has had ample
opportunity, despite his inexperience,
which I am sure no lion, member will
credit him with, of ventilating his griev-
ance here. We find that Mr. Lynn was
quite willing to condone the offence until
it was possible to use it for party* pur-
poses and party purposes only. Mr.
L-ynn, in condoning the offence, if it was
an offence. is equally as guilty as, the
Chief Electoral Officer of dereliction of
duty if there has been a dereliction of
duty.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: I am not supposed
to have the same experience as the Chief
Electoral Officer.

Hon, J. E. DODD (Honorary 'Minis-
ter): The hon. member is too old a cam-

308



[6 AUGUST, 1913.]10

paigner and has been too long in public
life to come here and claim inexperience
as his excuse for not bringing this matter
forwvard. There is no doubt that Mr.
Lyon was quite willing to condone this
offence until, as I have said, it could be
used as a party matter.

Hon. M,%. L. Moss: That is begging the
question.

Hon. IV. Patrick: This is a non-party
House.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster) : I wish to refer to this non-party
viewv especially when an bon. member like
Mr. Sommers gets up and speaks as he has
done of the party who happens to he in
power at the present time. Mr. Sommers
should be the last man to speak about
purity of anything after what took place
last session.

Ron. C. Sommers : What took place
last session '1

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) :I am sorry, particularly sorry that
the whole of the evidence taken by the
select committee which investigated Mr.
Sommers' ease was not published in the
Press.

Hon. C. Sommers : , too, wish it had
been published.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Mr. Sommers came to this House
with an abject apology and now he speaks
about the purity of our actions. This
kind of thing passes my comprehension.

Hon. C. Sonmmers : I wish you would
be a little more definite.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There has been mud slung at the
party I represent and on that account I
only wish that the whole of the evidence
taken by that select committee could be
published even now.

Hon. C. Sommers: As a matter of
privilege may I say that, as far as the
evidence taken by that select committee
is concerned, I wish it could be published
equally as the M1inister wishes. The Min-
ister has it at his command and he is
able to publish it. He has the Govern-
ment Printing Office availahie and I ask
him, as a favour, to publish it. I have
nothing to fear by the publication of the
whole of that evidence, and he knows it.

The PRESIDENT :The hon. member
has already spoken.

Ron. C. Sommers That is my chal-
lenge to the Minister.

Hoin. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I am not going to the expense
Of publishing that evidence in the news-
papers for anyone. I say that Mr. Som-
mers has no right to make the statement
he has made in regard to the party I re-
present.

Hon. 0. Sommers : .1 have indeed.
Hon. J. E. DODD Honorary Minis-

ter) : It is all very well for Mr. Somn-
mers to talk about purity in party poli-
tics.

lion. C. Sommers :You have nothing
against my career, If you have, state it
or hold your peace.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There has been a good deal said
recently about impersonation, bat we have
seen the result of that and we know the
amount of impersontion that has taken
place.

Hon. MW. L. Moss : What has that to
do with this question I

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) :I want to refer to some of the
tactics which are being adopted in this
non-party chamber on behalf of the party
in the other place. The matter so far as
I am concerned is quite new to me. Al-
most all I know of it is in connection
with a debate which has taken place to-
day and the file I have perused, while
sitting here. The insinuation which has
been made was that the ballot papers
were counted in the absence of the re-
turning officer. The Colonial Secretary
has disproved that and the file supports
that. The papers were counted in the
presence of the returning officer, so that
there cannot be any allegation of tam-
pering with them.

Hon. I. J. Lynn : I question that
very much.

Hon. J. El. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I am quoting from the file of the
Chief Electoral Officer.

Hon. W. Kingsmaill : Who demanded
the second count 9

Hon. A. G1. Jenkins: Mr. Angwin.
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Hon. W. Kingaminl: Oh!
Ron. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-

ter) : The file says, "The action taken
was that the statistical particulars re-
quired were extracted by means of a re-
examination of the ballot papers which
was made by Mr. Smith in the presence
of the returning officer."

I-on. R. J. Lynn : Had the department
previous statistical information to com-
pare it with I

Ron. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I cannot say, I am only stating
that these papers were counted in the
presence of the returning officer, Mr.
Dowley. An insinuation has been made
here that two officers of the electoral
department were sent down and that the
papers were counted in the absence of
the returning officer.

Hon. H. .1. Lynn I still maintain
that.

Ron. J1. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I am quoting from the file a
minute issued by the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer to the Colonial Secretary, and even if
a select committee is appointed all I can
say is that Mr. Lynn condoned the of-
fence by allowing so much time to elapse
and he therefore has been equally guilty
of a grave breach of privilege, of justice
-or whateter it might be called-with
the Chief Electoral Officer.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (in reply) : So far
as I can see, the delay that has taken
place and the personalities which some
hon. members are inclined to indulge
in when discussing this matter are all be-
side the question. The fact that Mr.
Lynn was lying low for 15 months has
nothing to do with the question. That he
was guilty of an act of self-preservation
is also beside the question, as is also the
fact that Mr. Lynn condoned the offence,
whatever that may mean; I do not *know
what it means, because the condonation
of an offence implies that there was one
committed, and it must have been core-
mnitted by the electoral officers. I do not
know that there was any obligation on
the part of Mr. Lynn to turn common
informer and lay an information against
anybody in particular. Admitting that
he did condone the offence, that is not

the matter at issue. We are not out to
punish Mr. Lynn, we do not want to pun-
ish anybody. There has been an irregu-
larity committed, and we want to prevent
the repetition of such a thing in the
future. M'r. Lynn has been honest and
frank in his statement; in fact he was so
frank as to admit that at the time thes~e
gentlemen went from the head office down
to Fremantle the ballot papers had not
been sealed. Section 150 of the Ele-
toral Act provides that the returning
officer shall "as soon as practicable after
the day of polling at any election" en-
close in one packet all the used ballot
papers, etc., and seal them up and for-
ward them forthwith to the Clerk of this
House. As that election took place on
the 17th May, and as it was on the 5th
June that this private recount took place,
19 days haping elapsed between the elec-
tion and the recount, the returning officer
did not seal these votes up "as soon as
practicable after the day of polling."
That is a very grave error indeed.

Eon. W. Kingsmill: If he had piut them
in the ballot boxes and sealed them up
that would have been enough.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Yes, that would
have been enough, but we are asked to
believe, according to the file, that these
ballot papers were not sealed up for 19
days. I repeat that is a most serious mat-
ter. If they were not sealed up and sent
to the Clerk of this House they were
liable to be tampered with. I do not say
that they were tampered with, or that
anybody was so dishonest as to attempt
to do that, but there was the liability to
be tampered with, and the provisions of
the Electoral Act aim at preventing any-
thing of the sort being possible. It is not
necessary to beg this question by indulg-
ing in personalities or referring to the
question of delay. We want to call the
attention of the responsible officers and
the public at large to a grave irregularity,
so that there may be no repetition of this
offence in future. Mr. Somnmers has
drawn attention to the fact that this in-
vestigation was made for the West Prov-
ince, and the West Province alone. I
never in my life listened to such twaddle
as to ask any body of men with powers of.-
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thought about them to believe that this ire,-
count was done for statistical purposes.
It is absolute moonshine to say anything
of the sort. I have never seen the result
of the investigation in any statistical pub-
lication, and we never wilt see it. There
is certainly a wonderful honesty about
the transaction in the way it appears on
the file. It looks as if those who have
been guilty of this rave irregularity
never regarded it as such, because there it
is openly and frankly placed on the file,
which is a public document. But, however
they may have regarded it, it is not an
honest statement to put into the month
of the Colonial Secretary, that this action
was done for statistical purposes.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: For what other
purpose?7

Hon. Mf. L. MOSS: The other purpose
has been suggested by other speakers. I
do not wish to indulge in a single person-
ality. I want to fight my politics without
going into the gutter to deal in person-
alities, but I will say this, that we know
that Mr. Angwin was a blind partisan of
Mr. Healy as the first preference, and all
the instructions on those labour -papers
circulated broadcast during the election
were to induce the people to vote for Mr.
Allen as their second preference. A num-
ber of things were mentioned to me by
Mr. Lynn just after the election took
place, but I have not bothered the Rouse
with them- We are not dealing in those
trivialities. What we are aiming at is
that the ballot papers, which should have
been sealed up and never seen the light of
day except by order of a judge of the
Supreme Court, have been with the great-
est facility handled by two electoral offi-
cers who were willing tools in the hands
of others. This should not have happened,
and it must not happen again. If after
an election the votes may be examined
in detail by any officers, men and women
may become marked persons in the com-
munity for having voted in a particular
direction. There is every excuse for hay-
ing brought this matter forward, and the
only regret I have is that "Mr. Dodd did
nut discuss it in the same spirit as did
the Colonial Secretary. The great ques-
tion is not whether this is a party or a

non-party House or whether there were
allegations of personation in connection
with the Federal elections, but it is ad-
mitted all round the House that a grave
irregularity has been committed.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister):
Why not discnss it from that point?

Hon. 31. L. MOSS: I am discussing it
from that point.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister):
You are, but Mr. Sommers did not.

Ron. M!. L. MOSS: I am not responsi-
ble for Mr. Sommners or any other member
sitting here. I have tried to make the
debate such that there should be no per-
sonalities. It is admitted that a grave
irregularity has, taken place. Is it not so?
The hon. member does not reply, and
silence gives consent. It is as orbious as
noon-day that such things should not be
repeated in future. I repeat that there is
every excuse for having occupied an hour
of public time in showing that in regard
to the elections for the West Province
there was a rave irregularity committed.
I ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. W. KINGSMILL
(for the Hon. D. G. Gawler) leave of ab-
sence for 12 consecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. A. Sanderson on the ground
of urgent private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Sixth Day.

Debate resumed from the previvous day.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East) : I
desire to express regret for my absence
during the first week of this debate. I
always look upon these discussions as de-
sirable and instructive, in spite of the
repetition that must creep in in connec-
tion with many matters touched upon in
the Speech. At the outset I wish to con-
gratulate the Government on the re-ap-
pointment of Sir Newton Moore. He is
the right man in the right place,
and it is a good thing to know
that we have such a representative man
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to look after our interests in the old
country. I am glad that the Government
have been more careful than previously
in their reference in the Speech to agri-
cultural matters. I refer to the separat-
mng of the older-settled districts from the
newver-settled districts. Previously, the
whole of the agricultural areas were
bunched together in one reference, and the
Premier was afterwards exercised con-
siderably in trying to explain away the
impression that he had made that agri-
culture throughout the State was some-
what of a failure. The older districts have
never been a failure; at any rate in my
knowledge, extending over 25 years, they
have always shown a good return for
their agricultural work. Experience has
taught in this case, and I hope it always
will. I am glad that the Government in
the Speech before us have taken the
trouble to separate the older-settled dis-
tricts from the newer ones and that any
shortcomings in connection with land set-
tlement have been debited to the newer
settled districts. Knowing as I do the
pioneering difficulties of the older dis-
tricts, I know that the newer ones cannot
be expected to make the same return
whilst they are yet in the making, and
naturally the older ones resent being
hunched together with the districts which
are not yet able to make such a good
showing. T cannot congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the land settlement opera-
tions. In my opinion these have been
the ireverse to what is said in the Speech,
and one has only to turn to the Statistical
Abstract to see that for himself. In 1910
there was 1.727,000 acres taken up under
conditional purchase conditions, which is
the best form of settlement I know of; in
1911, 1,349,000 acres; in 1912, 1,191,000
acres, and for the six months of this year
only 271,000 acres. In face of these fig-
urea. can the Government say that land
settlement is progressing satisfactorily?
I say they cannot. It is just the reverse.
How can it be otherwise, and how can the
falling off be prevented when we remem-
ber that the Minister for Lands, with his
dreamy and impracticable ideas, did by
one act destroy the confidence of the
financial institutions and the faith of the
merchants in the agricnltural industry?

It will take years to undo the mischief
created on that occasion. TUnfortunately,
experience has not taught in this case, and
it is regrettable that the Government have
not made an attempt to right the wrong
done to the agricultural inadsry when
the Mlinister for Lands issued those regu-
lations. The reference in the Speech to
the striking increase in the export of
wheat, flour, and fruit, is good reading,
and this in spite of the drawback that re-
sulted from the action of the Minister for
Lands. I have no hesitation in saying,
knowing as 1 do the immense possibilities
of a large portion of the Stafe.-I refer
to the Great Southern from Narrogin to
Albany-that as far as wheat growing
is concerned it has a great future. I sayE
that 50 bags of wheat will be grown in
the future for every one bag that is pro-
duced to-day. That is as far as the Great
Southern portion of the State is con-
cerned, and 50 cases of apples will be pro-
duced for export to every one case that
is being sent away to-day. It is clearly
to be seen that such will be the case, and
it must be recognised that apples will be
the by-product of the farmer. There are
enormous possibilities in the district re-
ferred to for mixed farming, and this is
staring us in the face every day. It is
only a question of time and labour. We
have the land, but we want sufficient time
and more suitable labour. To-day we are
not getting suitable labour. It is hopeless
to expect that the export of apples will
increase as it should do until we get wore
suitable labour. I am taking with a grain
of salt thle statement in the Speech that
the Government arc withholding large
areas of land from settlement until their
suitahieness for agriculture be proved. I
do not like to makce this statement but I
do believe -within myself that the land is
being withheld for another purpose, that
it is part and parcel of the -Minister's
dream to get it let out in the future on
leasehold conditions. Congratulations are
due to the Government for the attempt to
manufacture agricultural implements. We
know the farmers' market to-day is the
market of the world. Our farmers are
competine with growers in other parts of
the world and we all know-those of us
who are interested in the farmer's life--
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that our farmers pay a higher price for
agricultural implements to-day than is
paid elsewhere, On harvesters alone no
less than £12 can he saved in duty, there-
fore I am earnest when I say that the
Government are to be congratulated in
supplying this want. If this £12 of duty
on the harvester can be cut down to £6
the Government will be doing a great deal
of good to the farmers of the State. I
trust the agricultural machinery -works
will turn out a success. The extension of
the goldfields water supply to agricultural
areas is good in principle hut bad in prac-
tice; this is owing to the outrageous
charges made for the water. The farmer
will not be able to live and prosper if he
has to continue to pay these charges. No
doubt the surplus water from the Mundar-
ing scheme could not be better used, hut
it is impossible under the conditions laid
out. I mentioned this fact when the idea
was first mooted and the price was so
fixed that the farmers would be unable to
pay the amounts. I wish to refer to that
portion of the Speech in regard to the
gold mining industry. I am glad the pros-
pects are improving in this respect, as we
notice by the returns. We all know the
great part this industry has played in the
past in this State. Ia regard to "the un-
precedented activity in the construction
of agrieditural railways," this reads well;
but is it true? Is it a correct statement 9
I have not been able to find out how many
of these railways were introduced and
passed by the previous Government and
how manly completed. The present Gov-
ernment have really carried out the works
initiated by their predecessors and they
have not done it as quickly as the railways
should have been constructed, and the rea-
son is to be found in the mode of proce-
dure. The Government will stick to the
day labouir system, and those who have
seen the lines constructed by day labour
must acknowledge that they are not as
good as those constructed under contract.
I noticed on an extension eastward
from the Great Southern thkt the cut-
tings were not nearly as wide as they
should he and the timber was not cleared
away. Under the day labour system we
shall never know the actual cost of the
railways, for I am sure that there is much

more expense in supervision. There may
be a lot of inspection work done which
should never he charged directly to the
railways, therefore we shall never know
what the railways cost. The Government
no doubt can be within the figures stated
but it is beyond doubt that officers may be
employed in connection with the day la-
bour system that would never be employed
by a contractor. The construction is bad,
and the organisation of the Government
too small. The Government are practic-
ally trying to empty the ocean with a tea-
spoon. Yet the Government go on in this
quiet way, boasting great activity in rail-
way construction. Many lines have al-
ready been approved of by Parliament
during the last two or three years, and
these have not been put in hand.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Where is
the money to come from?2

Hon. C A. PIESSE: The money was
practically provided, floes Sir Edward
Wittenoom think for one moment that we
are going to develop this country without
building railways? The money will come
when it is wanted and if we have to pay
more percentage we cannot ask the coun-
try to stand still.

Eon. A. G. Jenkins: A lot of money
went into the trains that should have gone
into the railways.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Yes, a lot of
money wvent into the purchase of trais
that should have gone into the building of
railways. The Perth tram purchase was
a good venture, hut the Government should
not have made the purchase at this time.
In regard to the leasehold principle which
has been referred to hy MrT. Patrick, the
Government are absolutely wrong. With-
out exception every mant is looking for-
ward, at any rate ninety-nine per cent, of
them are, to the time when they will be
able to demand the freehold for their
leasehold. That happened in New Zea-
land, and in every coutntry in the world
where the system has been tried;, it is only
waste of time to introduce this new prin-
ciple. Goodness knows there is every op-
portunity for the State benefiting. if
the Government want the land afterwards
they cau always find means of taking it.
The State can always get the value back

0
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but let the man in occupation have the
privilege of saying, "It is going to be mine
some day, absolutely mine." I want to
give the Government credit for their well
doing in extending education facilities
throughout the State. They have done
wonders in this respect. The previous
Government did well also. I was sur-
prised to hear Mr. Ardagh yesterday stat-
ing that there were children 30 or 40 miles
from a railway and they could not get
educational facilities. Bitt I know schools
that have been erected 40 to 50 miles from
a railway, some by the previous Govern-
ment and some by the present Govern-
ment. I do not think the Government are
to blame in this matter, but that the par-
ents of the children are to blame in not
making application. I know of inspec-
tors who are going 40 to 50 miles from
the railways to schools that are erected
there. I see we are to have a re-hash of
our old enemy the Land and Income Tax
Bill. I hope the Government will not
attempt on this occasion to do away with
the deduction that has always in the past
been allowed to farmers of £250 as a re-
ward for improving his land. It is not
allowed in the case where improvement
was not required hut was given as a re-
ward and was allowed under certain con-
ditions. I hope this provision 'will not be
.struck out of the Bill as it was in the last
one which came to this House. The farm-
ers are entitled, if anyone in the State is
entitled, to consideration. The State will
lose nothing by it and it is a sort of re-
ward to help the farmers to push on with
their work. With regard to the income
tax, I trust, too, that this will not be in-
terfered with. I trust the Government
will go further and allow a reduction of
£925 for every child under 16 years of age
instead of £10. In New Zealand this has
been done and if the Government have a
proper consideration for parents they
should allow an extension in this direction.
In large families it means a great deal.
The principle has already been established
and I trust the Government have not any
intention of interfering with the £10 al-
lowance, but -will adopt the New Zealand
system and make it £C25 for each child. I
promise the Government to give close at-

tention to the Traffic Bill when it comes
to this House. Members will remember
that we added 16 or 18 amendments to the
Bill last year. We should grant a rebate
to settlers who bare paid a direct tax to
the local body in the shape of a wheel tax.
I was recently in South Australia, our
sister State, and I took special care to
inquire into the matter and I find there
is 110 such thing as a wheel tax there, in
the farming districts anyway, and a
farmer I consulted there told me he paid
his local rates and had as many vehicles
as he liked. Mr. Moss of Narrogin was
recently in New Zealand and made in-
quiries there, and I hear that the settlers
in the Dominion know nothing of a wheel
tax. The Western Australian Government
have no right to tax the people twice. A
man is taxed directly through his land for
the upkeep of the road. The more he
progresses the more vehicles he will re-
quire. Assuming that he has paid £10 in
local land taxes, and £5 in the wheel tax,
I say there should be a rebate to him, al-
though I admit that we must have a wheel
tax to get at those who pay no land tax,
that is no local rate, yet use the roads. I
trust that the Government will take notice
of my remarks in this connection and
make inquiries regarding the practice else-
where. I believe that there is no wheel
tax in Victoria. A feature of thu Traffic
Bill last session -was that if a man took
his harvester out of his field and went
into his neighbour's he at once was to pay
a tax on it. It was also provided that if
he took his cart, already licensed, to carry
his neighhonr's wheat, he at once became
a common carrier under the measure, and
had to pay an additional license. This
was a monstrous provision, and should not
be embodied in any Bill. We all know
that neighbours help one another, and I
can give an example of what is done in
this regard. Recently I happened to be
taking an inventory of a man's machinery
in connection with a will. His son told
me that a certain machine did not belong
to his fath4r, but that the latter had only
a quarter share in it with neighbours. This
shows how they come together to assist
one another, and it is a very commendable
thing to do. 1 trust that there will be no

314



[6 AUGUST, 1913.]31

clause in the new Traffic Bill that will
interfere with that. I can quite under-
stand that an ordinary or common carrier
is very necessary, and we all realise that
he should pay a little extra, the more so
if he is not paying anything directly
through the local land tax. I have heard
various terms applied to the Governor's
Speech, but I think that it is the most im-
portant we have ever had if one has re-
gard to the promises of Bills that are to
be laid before us. Apart from the two I
have already spoken of-amendments of
the land tax and income tax and the
Traffic Bill-we find the Government pro-
mise us constitutional and electoral re-
forms; I do not suppose a more important
matter could be brought before this Cham-
ber. They promise to deal with the liquor
traffic, rights in natural waters, and the
irrigation and drainage of land, the initia-
five and referendum, local government,
and the valuation of land to provide uni-
formity in valuation. To deal thoroughly
with those measures it would take us until
Christmas, and they are of such import-
ance that I say the blessing of divine
Providence was never more needed in
Western Australia than it is now. I see
heaps of work before us, and I think if we
deal properly with these matters we will
be here until Christmas. With reference
to the Esperance railway, I had fondly
hoped some returns would come from that
district to show the need of that line. Mr.
Patrick quoted some figures regarding the
returns from there last year, and I under-
stand they were from the Statistical Ab-
stract.

Hon. W. Patrick: That is so; they are
correct.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: If so, this Chamn-
ber will have to hesitate, notwithstanding
everything that has been said in favour of
this railway, before it can be sanctioned.
My strongest sympathy goes out to the
farmer, but I cannot see how this State
can afford that expense unless we have
something more satisfactory than the
figures produced by -Mr. Patrick. The
Colonial Secretary has given us a very
glowing report of that district. Some
years ago I had the pleasure of travelling
with the Colonial Secretary; we discussed
land questions nearly all the time, and at

the finish I came to the conclusion that
the Colonial Secretary knew nothing
about land settlement.

The Colonial Secretary: You agreed
with my views on the trip, but not when
you came back.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: I have no hesita-
tion in saying that I would not give s.
for the Colonial Secretary's report com-
pared with the figures that Air. Patrick
quoted. I do not know that the Colonial
Secretary has been a student at any of
our agricultural farms, and I do not know
on what he based his report. I trust it
is true, as my fond hope has always been
to see the wheat belt follow the coast right
to Esperance and beyond. I am not
going to say that I am going to oppose
the Esperanee railway. My mind is open,
but I want some better returns than those
produced by Mr. Patrick. I have not
been able to see the figures myself, but
the hon. member assures me they are such
as were published in the Statistical Ab-
stract. I want to say that I do not agree
with my colleague, the Hon. J1. F. Cullen
as to where this railway should run.
Theme is no use talking of the east and
west line. Tf it is to be built at all it
must go into its nearest port. I strongly
resent the charge the Government have
been laying at the door of the farmers,
and I trust that this Chamber will permit
me to call for a return showing the actual
expenditure that can be rightly charged
to revenue in connection with helping the
farmers. I know that certain help has
been given and I know that if the country
is any good at all the farmers will have
to pay every penny of it. In my own
business balance sheets I would show an
amount of this kind as an asset, but in;
the annual returns of the Goverment there
is no attempt to show this amount as an
asset, but simply a bald statement that
so much went out among the farmers. I
want to urge upon the Government in
connection with this help that they have
given that where the farmer is individu-
ally responsible I trust they will do the
proper thing and make a charge on his
property, allow him to pay the interest
until he is better established, and eventu-
ally collect the principal; but there is no
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use in trying to collect tis amount in the
following year, as the farmers have vari-
ous other bills to meet. Let the Govern-
ment collect interest on the amount and
give these men some encouragement to
pay up at a later date. Before I leave
the matter of the finances, I want to say
I am thoroughly ashamed of the shortage
us the revenue. The Government have no
nglxt to let that deficit accumulate. There
is no cause for it that I can see, and I am
thoroughly ashamed to read time after
time of its growing proportions as com-
pared with the reports I have seen from
all the other States. Ln a general way
1 want to give the Government credit for
having good intentions and honesty of
purpose. To-day I received a shock at
the charge which was laid, hut as one
swallow does not make a summer, I am
not going to let that interfere with the
good opinion I have had. We all know
that the road to a certain place is paved
with good intentions, and unless the Gov-
ernment leave these steamship and
butcher's shop ventures alone, I think
the road they will pave will be a very
broad one. Each man in the community
should stand on his own individuality.
There again the Government are doing
harm. Under a Govermnent system of
preference a man has only to become a
unionist and he can get top pay.

Ron. P. Davis: What about the medical
and legal unionsl

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: That has nothing
to do with this at all. Among the minor
questions I would like the Government to
deal with I want them to look into the
question of the outrageous charges made
at terminal stations when goods are con-
sirned to a man hut not prepaid. In
some cases 25 to 50 per cent, is charged,
and this should not be. In some instances
50 per cent. has to be contributed simply
because the consignor has not paid at
the other end. I trust that the Colonial
Secretary will make a note of this? as
the charge is an extortion and should not
be allowed to exist. I trust that the Gov-
ernment will look into the question of
reduction in rents. In fact, it means a
big reclassification, notably On the Mer-

redin line, where the people thought they
were going to be near a railway, and
west of Katanning, where the lands have
been overvalued. I want the Government
to look into the question of giving relief
to the settler, which I have heard again
and again referred to by members of the
Ministry in favourable terms, hut yet no
fruit has followed in that respect. Corn-
ing to the question of the unemployed, we
know there has certainly been an agikta-
tion, although we have not heard so much
ofit as wedid. The unemployed situation
is principally due to the Government's
Workers' Compensation Act. To-day the
farmer does not dare to put workers on
unless he insures them, or unless he is
prepared to take a sporting chance, so
the would-be worker has to drop off else-
where, and you get the unemployed. The
way out of this difficulty is through
national insurance, but the present Act
is the most one-eyed and lop-sided thing
I have ever seen. Under it the worker
never contributes one penny towards sav-
ing his own face, or establishing his own
position. The whole thing wants going
into again. Why should not the man be
asked to take his own proportion of the
risk, even if it is only a third V Unless
hon. members are prepared to do this the
only way out of the trouble is national
insurance. In connection with harbour
improvements, I trust that the Government
will at last do justice to Albany, where
the trade is increasing and it is about
time the promise made by different Gov-
ernments--the present Government are
not singular in that respect--should be
fulfilled.

Sitting suspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p.

Hon. C. SUMMERS (Metropolitan):- I
do not like the debate to close without
saying a few words. Before proceeding
to deal with the matters more directly
mentioned in the Speech. I claim the
privilegZe to deal with matters in general.
and I would like to refer to what tocdk
place before the tea adjournment. A seri-
ons charge was made by Mr. Moss against
the Government in connection with what
appears to have been a very irregular
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proceeding in respect to the recent elec-
tion for the West Province, and the Hon-
orary Minister, Mr. Dodd, in replying,
instead of endeavouring to justify the
position taken up by the Government, to
explain or apologise for it, endeavoured
to obscure the issue by making an attack.
This House and the country generally do
not want an attack; they want an ex-
planation of a very serious charge made
in connection with one of our most sacred
institutions. We have beard of the squid,
and we know what he does directly he is
touched. I am sonry the Honorary Min-
ister is not in his place, because I desire
to refer to the charge he threw out in
connection with the select committee on
the Wongan Hills railway. When the
hon. member first came into this House
we were all struck by his fair-mindedness;
we congratulated him upon it, and the
House thought that although representing
the Labour party, he was a man able to
listen to reason. Many times he camne to
the rescue of the Government, and with
his spirit of compromise and fair play
he gained the admiration of the House.
I was among his many admirers. I am
sorry the hon. gentleman is not improv-
ing. He said I should be the last to make
a charge against the Government. I have
a duty to my electors to perform. I heard
for the first time a very serious charge
against the Government, and. because
I have what, in his opinion, is
the audacity to express my views of the
reply given by the leader of the House,
I offendlMr. Dodd, and he hurls charges
which, for the life of me, I cannot under-
stand. However, he said before tea that
he only wished the whole of the evidence
taken by the select committee on the
Wongan Hills railway was given out to
the public. I then interjected that I had
nothing to fear from the publication of
that evidence, and I asked that it might
be made public. The bon. member is in
charge. with his colleagues, of the public
purse, and if he and they think it of
sufficient importance, and think it would
get rid of me out of the House, I chal-
lenge them to publish it. But the hon.
member attempts to get out of it by
whining that they have no money to spend
on that sort of thing. He makes a

charge, and then runs away from it. I
will make a fair proposition to the hon.
member, or rather to the leader of the
House, in the absence of the hon. member.
If he can pick out from the evidence por-
tions which he thinks will help him to my
detriment, and will offer them to the Press
of the State, then if the Press refuse to
publish that evidence, I will pay for its
publication out of my own pocket. if
the hon. member will not do this, then if
he be a fair-minded man, he will for ever
hold his peace. The only charge I have
made against the Government was made
in June, 12 months ago, after my re-elec-
tion. I then said the Wongan Hills railway
line had been deviated to injure me and
the members of my family. That was
given to me by an official in the Railway
Department, and was repeated more than
once; and I was very much incensed to
think that in order to vent a petty spleen
on me they should injure my neighbours
as well. I resented it, and said so in the
House. I asked for a select committee.
To the credit of the Government they
threw no obstacle in the way of my getting
that committee. Very soon after the com-
mittee started to take evidence I found
that I had been misinformed, that there
was no evidence whatever to substan-
tiate the charge I had made against the
Government. 'Thereupon I took the only
honourable course which appeared open
to me; I went immediately to the Pre-
mlier and said "I have to apologise. I
made a charge against you and your Gov-
ernment which I find is untrue, and I
therefore tender you an apology, and I
intend to-morrow, when the House meets,
to state it publicly.' The Premier acted
like a man and said "Well, Mr. Sommers,
I have to thank you for your apology.
You have taken the right course, and I
give you every credit for it." I felt that
I had a duty to perform, and so I with-
drew from the position I had taken up.
Surely one would have thought that the
incident would end there, bearing in mind
that during the last elections I was
scandalously and maliciously victimnised,
that insinuations were cast, and all sorts
of charges made against mue. However, the
electors had made a proper answer-they
elected me by a big majority, and we
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heard no more from the Government. I
was prepared to let it close, but on every
occasion the Honorary Minister snarls
that I should be the last one to level a
charge. I want this ended. Therefore I
challenge him-and I hope the Press 'will
publish the challenge to-morrow-to pick
out the spicy pieces of evidence which
he regrets were not made public, and to
give them to the Press. Then, in the
event of the Press refusing to publish
them as news, I will pay for their pub-
lication.

The PRE SIDENT: And now we will
have the Address-in-reply.

Hon. C. SOMMI~ERS: All right, Sir,
thank you. I am something like yourself,
Sir, in that I do not like to sit down
and allow these insinuations to pass. I
have been 13 years in the House. It must
be that the thirteenth year is an unlucky
one. Perhaps that is the explanation of
these charges made against me. I would
like to'be good friends with the Govern-
ment. I have personal friends among the
Mlinistry, and I would be the first to give
them credit for good intentions. But to-
day may few remarks will be mostly of a
regretful nature, I am sorry to say.

Hon. II. D. McKenzie: More in sorrow
than in anger.

Hon. C. SOMEMERS:- Yes. But before
coming to those remarks of a regretful
nature, I will voice my satisfaction at the
reappointment of Sir Newton Moore as
Agent General in London. Under a policy
of spoils to the victors the Government
could easily have given the post to one
of their supporters; but to their credit
they have given it to Sir Newton Moore,
and I congratulate them. X fall in with
the hope expressed in the Speech that the
good season, though late, will restore a
certain amount of lost confidence and
serve to remove some of the distress which
now exists amongst the farming commun-
ity. I hope it will help the Government
before the close of the -year to put the
finances in a better position than
they are in at the present time.
Likie other hon. members, I regret that
the deficit should 'have mounted up
to such an enormous figutre. I regret
to see in the Speech that in the opinion
of the Government further taxation is

neessary. To impose increased taxation
at this juncture would be ill-advised in-
deed. As a business man I know the dis-
tress which exists in the country, and
I sincerely hope the Goveinmenment will
-reconsider the matter, and not impose
extra burdens at this juncture. If, later
on, it should be found unavoidable, then
the people will bow to the necessity. But
the Government, I think, are on the wrong
track in regard to trading concerns. All
of us in trade know that it takes the
utmost skill and attention to make ends
meet, let alone to make a profit. Yet we
have the Government going into sawmills,
implement works, hutchers' shops, trading
concerns, State steamers, and so on. It
is of no use; time will only increase the
deficit which will mount up over these
concerns, and I feel sorry that the Gov-
ernment should have embarked upon them.
We are only a small population, yet the
Government are interfering with those
already in trade. We are having a hard
enough time, and it is almost impossible
for private individuals to compete with
the Government. It is not fair. If these
people had been making a profit it would
have been different, hut now it is not pos-
sible for them to do so. A matter which
intimately concerns the Metropolitan Pro-
vince is the question of sewerage. It is
not the Government's fault that the pres-
ent system is not a success, because it
%vas inaugurated before their time, but
there are many reasons for believing that
the system is a failuire. We are trying
to make this a beautiful city, yet it seems
we are on the verge of turning our beauti-
ful river into a sewer. It is a mistake.
Maybe it is not too late to correct it.
The cost cannot be taken into considera-
tion. If it is proved to be a failure, let
us face it right away. We will not blame
the Government for it-let us throw a-way
what we have got and take up something
better.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: To follow the
dock.

H-on. C- SONFERS: Yes, I take credit
on the score that I opposed that dock
to the utmost. I did not think it -was an
opportune time, nor that the position was
right. We have lost the money, and in
respect to this sewerage scheme let us
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get the best of opinions from our de-
paritmental otlicers and see if we are ott
the righit track. Hf we are wrong, let us
face tile loss and have a different system
of sewerage. I would like to say a word
or two about the cost of house connec-
tions. It seems to be ruinous almost; it
is a very, heavy burden, and I do not think
the public get full value for the money
they hsave spent. If the Government could
relieve the pres;sure and do this for les
motey than it is costing- now, they would
be doing- good work. It is no use taking
the woney from lie Ipeole and squander-
ing it. Then there is the matter of the
coistructioti of public works by day
labour. It is the policy of the Govern-
mneat, but I think it is wrong. It is too
costly. Uder the dlay labour system the
railways take long-er to construict and we
never know when they are going to be
finished. Trake the interest we lose through
the money lying- idle in consequence of the
railway taking two or three years to con-
striiet 'where it could be constructed in
one year. That difference is a very big
item. I know that in the construction of
these railway' s we are not getting a fair
day's work from the men employed, be-
cause they are Government servants, and
they will not work the same for the Gov-
ernment as they will for a private con-
tractor. And even if the contractor makes
a bit of profit, it would pay the Govern-
ment better in the tong run than the day
labour system. We would do better under
the contract system. We would get our rail-
ways finished much sooner, and the farm-
ers and others; would get the use of the
railway. and we -would earn money from
time carriage of goods. I would like to
know from the Minister, and T hope he
will have the opportunity of finding- out
for me. some information in regard to this
Wongan-Mutllewa, line. The 'work has
been going on for a long time. and the
gangs of men have been a very tong way
from their base, and goods, food, and
water have had to he carted immense dis-
tances. If a contractor did things in that
manner awa ,y from his, base it would ruin
him. I have been informed,. and I be-
lieve creditably, that railway 'material has
been carted on the backs of camels front
stations on the 'Midland line eaqtwardl to
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the proposed Wongan Hills-'Mullewa line.
I have been informed that even rails have
been carried on camels, On the goldficids
at one time a railway was built from
Boulder to the Hampton Plains district.
It was only a small affair for carrying
firewood and the train used to ran past
a water standpipe to the terminus a few
miles further on. One dlay a number of
camiels proceeded to the teininus carrying
water wrhich was emptied into thie tank
from which the boiler of the engine was
replenished. The question was asked,
"Why do you cart water with canmels?
Where do you get it from?" The answer
was, "wWe g-et it from the standpipe. seven
miles away." The question was asked,
"Wlhy do not you cart it down on the
taniks on the train "' The reply given was,
"I never thought of that. As a matter of
fact we had nothing for the camels to do
anid Mo, as we were baying feed for them,
we decided to use them to cart water."
Possibly the Works Department have a
number of camels with nothing to do, and
as they are buying feed for them they
mnay be urilising them to cart this materia
30 or 40 miles to the Wongan Hills-'Mat-
lewa railway rather than have them idle.
I am not asserting from my own know-
ledge that this is true, but perhaps the
Minister will inquire into it. In regard
to the Esperanee rail-way it is proper that
I should say a word or two. I would like
to believe that there is a vast area, of
Spletndid country in thaqt district aLwaitin~g
development, capable of growing crops
in ordinary seasons and making the sue-
ressfuil settlement, which we have been
informed it will make, but I do not think
the time is opportune even if the land is
there.

Hon. R. G. Arda.thi You supported
the railway once.

Hon. C. SOMMENERS; Yes, that was
-when I was youthful like the hon. meam-
her, and as a goldfields resident, I was
led to believe that it was wanted. It.
was a popla~r question and I thiak a
lox of us wantetd to open up a new port
at Esperance.

lion. W. Kingsmill:- And you fell.
Hion. C. SO'MMERS: Yes, I was

tempted. and I fell, but I have since seen
the error of my wvays, and now I want to
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be thoroughly convinced that this railway
will be in the best interests of the public.
T do not care if we have the rainfall and
the country as have been described, I say
that it is not anl opportune time to bring
the Esperanee Railway Bill in. Besides
it is not fair. Many railways have been
promised where settlers have gone out on
the land and paid high prices for it,
where they are living at the present time
and are ready to produce the wheat, but
cannot get railway facilities. We have
been told by the Minister for Works that
he will not he able to commence some of
the railways for a considerable time. In
view of that, why bring on the Esperanee
proposal? There are heaps of lines
nearer home where the Government have
been paid or are being paid for the land,
and yet the Government want to give pre-
ference to a line which wviil serve at pre-
sent only a few settler;, and ignore the
claims of other people who have a far
better and in fact, practically anl assured
rainfall. I admire the way in which the
Hon. 11r. Kirwan is fighting for the
line. I do not say that he deserves
success, because f do not think the line
will be in the best interests of the public
at the present time. But I will promise
that if I am in the House and if in the
meantime we adopt Mr. Paterson's sug-
gestion to start a small Government farm
aiid cultivate an area to test the capabili-
ties of the land and the rainfall, then if
it is proved to be a success, every member
will be glad that we have a new province
in the State and wvill push it so that the
line may be built in its turn. Had 'Mr.
Paterson's proposal, which was made over
three years ago, been carried out, we
would have had the proof now. The
Colonial Secretary need not have gone
down and travelledl through the Esperance
district to estimate the height of the crops.
We should have had it from one of the

officials. We would have had particulars
that a man pitt in certain crops. certain
manures were used, a certain rainfall was
registered, and hie got certain results.
Then when other lines; were being pro-
mised the House would not be doing its
duty if it did not vote for a railway from
Norseman to Esperance. Even now, I
hope that this measure will. uot be unduly

pressed, and I triUSt that the proposition
made by 'Mr. Paterson will be carried out
by the Government and that in due course
the necessity for this line may be proved,
and that it will accomplish all that is
wished by its best supporters, and that the
Hon. Mr. Kirwan may be made happy
by seeing thousands of settlers tiving in
the area prosperous and contented. That
is all I have to say. I would not have said
as much as T have, but I did not like to
sit down under the insinuations and slurs
thrown out by the Honorary Minister. He
seemed to have lost his tempter, but I have
no animosity against him, and I hope that
when hie has had a sleep hie will refrain
from making these charges. I wish to
live in peace with all mankind, and parti-
cularly with the Ministry. 1 desire to
help them all I can, though I do not be-
lieve in their policy, but if they show an
earnestness to do what is right I wvill be
the first to help them,

H~on. R. D. McKENZIE (North-East):
1 understand it is the wish of the leader
of the House to finish the debate this
evening, otherwise I should have preferred
to leave my few remarks till the next sit-
ting of the House.

The Colonial Secretary: T do not want
to restrict the debate.

Hon. JR. D. McKENZIE: The leader of
the House says hie does not want to res-
trict the debate, but I am prepared to
go on to-night. and I daresay it will he
possible to finish the debate. I would like
to congratulate the country, and incident-
ally ourselves, and the residents of WVest-
emn Australia on the muagnificent rains we
have had during the past fiew weeks. The
season up to a certain stage looked as if
it would not be very good, but the rains
we have had quite recently have put the
result of the season'beyond doubt, and we
may well congratulate ourselves on the
prosliert of a bounteous harvest. It is
always refreshing to me to sit in my seat
and listen to the Hon. Mr. Piesse. He
is represzenting one of the great primary
industries of Western Australia; he comes
from a centre where wheat !,rowing is
carriel on to n very large extent, and he
has an intimate knowledg-e of the settlers
right through the agricultural areas, and
anything he has to say with regard to agri-
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culture has an enormous weight in this
House. Coming as I do from a different
part of Western Australia altogether,
where a differei4 industry is carried on,
it is more than pleasing to me to have the
assurance from the~experience and know-
ledge of the Hon. M1r. Piesse that things
are going on very well in the agricultural
districts. During the course of the debate
the Administration which the present Oov-
erment succeeded has been attacked.
Comparisons have been made as to the
mannmer in which they administered the
affairs of Western Australia with the me-
thods of the Administration of the present
time. In the absence of the late leader
of this Chamber, I think it is my duty to
say a few words ou this question and to
put the position before members as it
was when the previous Administration
took office, or rather when the Rason Gov-
eminment took office, because the Raon
Government was followed by the Moore
Government, and the 'Moore Govermint
by the Wilson Government. In 1904 the
first Labour Adiministration took posses-
sion of the Treasury benches in Western
Australia. Sir Walter James, who was
Treasurer at the time, was defeated and
handed in his resignation, and Mr. flag-
lish was invited to form a Ministry, which
he did. At the time there was a surpfus
in the Treasury of £83,364. At the end of
the following- year. the first year during
which the Labour Government held oleie,
there was a deficiency of £46,521. which
made a loss for that year of £129,885, not
too bad a deficiency to mount up in one
single year. However, they went out of
office in 105, and a Liberal Government
took charge of the Treasury bench again.
To such good purpose did they manage
the affairs of the State that at the end
of the financial year, in 1911, there was a
surplus of L13.000. Shortly after that
came their turn to relinquish office, and
the present Labour Government took
charge of the Treasury benches, and they
at the end of the financial year, 1013.
showed a deficiency of 9311.51:1. and a
month later, namely to the end of July of
this year, they had increased Ibis deficiency'
by a further amount of £75,744. hringing
the deficiency on that date to £3137,259.
or as Mr. Sc addan told a goldflelds depu-

tation, who waited upon him some time
ago, asking for financial assistance, that it
was not possible to grant their request be-
cause the State was going behind at the
rate of £1,000 a day. In addition to the
state of the finances in 1905, when the
first Labour Government were in power,
things in Western Australia were in a very
bad way. Employment was scarce, arti-
sans-were leaving the State, the popula-
tioni was decreasing, factories were closing
up, wages were lowv, and stagnation was
the order of the day in Western Australia.
Fortunately for Westen Australia that
Administration did not remain in power
very- long. I think its term of office ex-
tended over a little more than 12 months.
Then a Liberal Government by a policy
of active development of the natural -re-
sources of the State, by capable and econo-
mic administration and economy in all the
various departments, lifted the State out
of the slough of despond, and, as I have
said before, they handed over affairs to
the ger~tlemen who now have possession
of the Treasury bench in a very buoyant
condition indeed. Employment had be-
come plentiful by 1911, wages were high,
the agricultural industry was progressing
by leaps and bounds, land settlement was,
going on, railways were being built, the
timber trade was good, building was going
ahead satisfactorily in the city and in the
principal towns of the State, factories
wvere being established, and moreover a
policy of immigration had been instituted
by the Liberal Government, as a result of
'which the best class of settlers were being
brought to Western Australia, I say that
in handing over the reins of government
to the Labour people the Wilson Govern-
ment had nothing at all to regret. Rather
they had cause to be proud of the work
they had done during the time they -were
in office. They may have made mistakes,
but what man who is worth his salt does
not make mistakes? Their administra-
tion was clean and capable and they bad
something to be proud of in handing over
the affairs of the State when the time
came for them to do so. In all probability
the prezent will be the last session of this
Parliament. it may be that before the
end of June the House will he called to-
get her again. but I take it that if it is
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the object will be merely for the formal
granting of suIply . Parliament expires
by efluxion of time in September or Octo-
ber of next year, and I do not think that
the present Government will bring in any
legislation during any session they may
hold prior to the election next year. 1
consider that the Government were wvise
in not attempting very much new
legislation inl the present session.
Thle Speech does not outline to any extent
new legislation. We are to have a good
many of our old friends pat before us
in the way of the Traffic Bill, the Public
Works Committee Bill, and meaQsures,
dealii with the Esperance railway, the
amendmient of the Mines. Regulation Act.
the liquor traffic, and taxation. Somle of
these measures were before us, last ses-
sion arid sonic of themn were thrown out
by this Chamher and others, were dropped
by the Administratioii because of the ad-
verse amendments which were inserted hy
this House. Some (if these Bills I sup-)
ported and somue I did not. When they
come before its again I shall be prepared
to listen to the further arguments which
may' be brought forward in their favour
and give thier that consideration and
broad-minded attention -which most mnea-
sures; get when the' ,come before this
Hfouse. It is or dunty to criticise mid
revise all mneasures that comte hefore its,
and I think this Rouse canl fairly claim
they have done that to the fullest extent
andti tey hare always done it in the in-
terests, of the State as a whole. It is-.
perhaps, unfortunate that this, house can-
not influence the administration of the
various Acts, but this must necrsqnrilv
be left to the Ministers who are in con-
trol. They are Teslonsihle to Piarliament
and to the country, hut it is usuial, when
speaking on thle Adress-in-reply to take
the opportunity of criticising the adminis-
tration of those who are in charge. I
shoultd like to say that in September and
October, 1910, ,just prior to the last geta-
eral elections, all those who were standing
in the interests of the Labour park' were
going up and down the length and breadth
of the country, and the burden of their
song was that if they were returned to
flower they would pledge themselves to

reduce the cost of lvg.They iiadle a
strong- point of this. that they intended
to give preference, to nulionbts, and the
right to wvork was one of the plank- of
their platform. That mneant that thleyi
were pledging themnselves to find work
fox every Manl. Mlind yon. there wvas to
he preference to unionists and the (lov-
ernuient were to find work for everyone
who 'ranted it. Tjhey also pledged themD-
selves to increase the wages and salaries
of (Thverratent servants; arid offleials, and
I think they -aid they would also pledge
themnselves to reduce t1e hoitirs of labour.
Their first effort to mnake a reduction iii
the cost of living was by the purchase
of several strainr. The idea was that
thev' iiiht hrin- mneat d]own front the
North-'West arid, as an adjunct to the
steamers, they decided to enter into the
hriss of retaiilug the meat and they
opened shops, iii the mietroplolitan atrea.
Tnl addition to that, the Government
ledgred themselves to hecomne fishmnonges

T believe it was the Colonial Seecary
who in March of the followving year stated
that his first obj' ect would be to get a
suitable steamer andI lie added that a
iritrabor of ressels hadI been pilaced under
off~er to thev Stalte. Then lie addedi-

*We shall have mien in) SHhark Bay) to
catch the fish, whtich will he liackeil in
ixc, cleaned recady' for delivery* , placed
in col storagoe and delivered to the
consumers in Government carts; spieci-
ally constructed for the puarpose. Thle
Got crnitit u'ill retail fivh at the hiouse-
hioldei's- door for ilt miore than five-
pence a potnd. and this; desirahile con-
smniiintion jii21lt lic contfidently ex-
pected in two or threc mnonths.
ThIe Colonial Sccretarv: Where was

that said ?
Hon R. D. 'McKENZIE: I am readingl

all extrac-t frion the Sunurk; Times. This
then was the second method by which
the Government v-ere to bring about thle
reducved cost of Uvirrg. We hare not the
cheap fish yet and I do not think we hare
cheapt mient cirhior. In connection with
cheap meat the Glovernment's intention
was, and I believe they* were honest in their
intention-. to reduce the cost of living, but
evidentlY it -,as their idea that only the
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people of' the metropolitan qrea should
reap this berefit, bevause up to the pre-
sent time the large centres of population
onl the goldfields have not benefited to
the extent of lhaving had butchers' shops
establiqfhed there. Thle ordinary retail
eo'jmcen or "arden variety of butcher is
good enough for the goldfilds.

Rion. It. C0. Ardlagli: They are going to
open soite on the fields.

Hon. R. D. 1McKENZIE: I would, not
like to say that 1 am very glad to hear
that. Another way tby which they pro-
posed to eliepen the cost of living was
l-y the rednetion of rents, which were
very high., and Ihe Government claimed
that Ohe landllords were getting far too
great a return en the money they had
invested, and the way to reduce that was
by building,_ workers' homes. We all give
credit to Whe Coernment for bringing in
the Workers& I-I nies A ct, a measure
which the previous Administration in-
teauled to itot-e on th~e statute book. How-
ever, the Labour party came into po-wer,
passed the mteasure and received the
creii-t. Again~. the re-marks. I made with
referenco to tl-e intended reduction of the
price of mneat, so far a- the goldfields are
concerned, apl~'y to this question of
workers' homies. It is evidently not the
inter V'on of tho Government to give
fac'lities to thie gnldflelds people to take
advantage of the Workers' Hfomes Act, be-
cause up to the present time, according
to thle reply given by the Colonial Secre-
tary to n qncsiicn asked by M1r. Kirwan
yesterday, only f310 has be~en invested in
worker%' homes, on the Eastern Gold-
fields. I asked the question myself last
year as to whether the Government were
going to give facilities to people making
application from the goldfields hut I got
rather an evasive answer and allowed the
matter to stand over till this year. I say
now, unless the Government are going to
give the same facilities to the Eastern
Goldfields as they are giving to the people
in the metropolitan area, then they are
not true to their pledges to the people of
Western Australia, when they promised
to 'redluce the cost of living per medium
of these homes. The Government prob-
ably realise now that experience in the

management and control of hig affairs
counts for a good deal. 'Most large busi-
nesses are controlled by men who have
had life-long experience. When a man
takes charge of a big department without
haviiig had experience, only one result
can follow. There must bie serious mis-
takes. It would not matter so much if
these mistakes were not repeated and I
hope the Government will seriously con-
sider the position and benefit by the mis-
takes they have made and see that the
errors will not be repeated in the im-
mediate future. There is no doubt much
good work has been done by the present
Administration following on the lines of
previous Governments. Their act in
amnalgamating the various water supply
departments was undoubtedly good. The
amalgamation stands for economy and
better administration. One thing- I am
pleased to see that they have taken in
hand, and that is the construction of the
storage reservoir on the Eastern Goldfields.
This is a mnatter I mentioned last year
when sp)eaki1ng on the Address-in-reply.
Tt is of great importance and bad been un-
der consideration by the previous Admin-
istration. There might be an accident at
any time to the pipe line. Tt is public
property that the pipes, are corroded and a
serious break may occur at any moment.
There is storage capacity in Kalgoorlie for
only two or three dlays' supply. Now the
Government are putting down an immense
storage reservoir in Kalgoorlie and during
the winter months when the consumption
is not so great, the purpose is to fill that
reservoir so that instead of there being
only a two or three days' supply. I under-
siand there will1 be a three or four weeks'
s-upply. Another good thing the Govern-
ment have d -one is the passing of legisla-
tion of a humanitarian character. I re-
fer to the scheme for the erection of a
sanatorium in the hills. For some years
we have had an institution in Coolgardie
which has done a great deal of good work
in the way of accommodating people who
are unfortunately suffering from con-
sumption. 'Now th e Government are carry-
ing- out the idea which I believe emanated
from the Health Department. of transfer-
ring this sanatorium to the hills. Regard-
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jug the Education Department, I was glad
to hear Mr. Piesse make some references
to what was being done in the country. I
have been through the country districts
on Several occasions lately and I have
noted with pleasure the way in which the
Government are building small schools;
even where there are not sufficient children
to warrant a school the department are
])roviding a governess, who is boarded by
one of the farmnw rs, to undertake the edut-
cation of, perhaps, half a dozen children
in the immediate vicinity. They are
also following the good lines; laid down
by their predecessors in the estab-
lishmnent of secondary schools and
technical schools -where domestic econ-
ony is t aught;. and the Govern-
ment have also added the coping stone
to the educational system of Western Aus-
tralia by establishing the University.
They had the hionour and pleasure of
appointing the first Senate .and that is
flow engaged in its important work withi
the professors and lecturers. We have an
educational system now fromt the kinder-
garten to the University which any State
might well he proud of. The Government
should also be given credit to a very larcae
extent for having kept industrial peace on
the goldflelds. There was every danger
during the last year or twvo of an indus-
trial upheaval and naturally every one in
Western Australia must be thankful that
good counsels prevailed, and that moder-
ate men such as the Honorary Minister in
this House, and others, used their in-
fluence to such advantage, and so assured
industrial peace for two years to come.
This is of great importance to Western
Australia, and the Government deserve
every credit for the step they have taken
in the matter. With other members, I
desire to congratulate the Government on
the reappointment of Sir Newton Moore
as Agent General. I think -when Mr.
Scaddan was in London aL few months ago,
hie found that Sir Newton Mtoore was of
great assistance to him in connection witb
the flotation of the loan of two millions.
The Government have also, I believe, is-
sued instructions, if they have not already
let contracts, for the establishment of
-abattoirs- and salsyards in various -parts

of the State. I am only sorry that I can-
not congratulate them on being about to
erect cool storage works; in the north-west
of the State. I believe if the Government
had done that instead of going into the
steamer business and the opening of
buitchers' shops, by this time there
would have been a reduction in the cost of
living in the way of cheap meat. Mis-
takes seem to have followed the Admninis-
tration when they made any distinct de-
parture fromt the previously laid down
rules of administration, and] when they
wvent into socialistic ventures disasters
overtook them in quick succession. I trust
that the experience they have had in
connection with the shipping business and
butcher shops will teach them caution in
the new ventures they are now going into.
I understand that before long we shall
have a large factory turning out agricul-
tural miachinery, and a large brick-making
plant in operation; a contract is at
present in hand for supplying sleepers,
and the Government have also got the
powellising contract, the terms of which
were madle such a secret and to which so
much mystery has been attached. I am
also pleased that the Government have not
carried out their intention of putting the
railways of Western Australia under in-
isterial control. I am not quite sure that
it was the intention of the Government Jo
do that. I understand that it was caucus
that expressed approval of having the
railways under M.%inisterial control, but by
the re-appointment of Mr'. Short to the
position of Commissioner of Railways for
a term of years the question of Ministerial
control of the railways, is placed outside
the scope of practical polities for the time
being. The Perth trains have been men-
tioned this evening. When their purchase
was before the House last session I op-
posed it with all my strength, but the Gov-
ernment were able to carryv their measuLre
through both Houses of Parliament, and
bought the trains. Mly principal reason
for objecting to the purchase was that in
a country like this, 'which is crying out for
agricultural railways and for the develop-
ment of its natural resources, we wanted
all] the money it is possible to get, and it
was a mistake to ear-mark half a million
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of money to be banded over to the tram-
way' shareholders in London. The company
could well have carried on for a few more
years. or, if the municipality wanted the
tranms they could have houghit them on
terms or the council could ha ve raised the
money, and the borrowing powers of the
State would not have been interfered with.
I believe that out of two million pounds
raised by Mr. Scaddan in London recently
£700.000 was required in London for in-
terest on previous loans, and half a mil-
lion was handed over to the tramway com-
pany, because. I am told, that instead of
taking bonds as it wvas thought they would,
they demanded cash.

The Colonial Secretary: The loans were
raised by previous Governments.

Hon. H. D. McKENZIE: My argument
is that if the Government had not pur-
chased the trains they would have had half
a million of money for necessary develop-
mental works.

Hon. R. 0. Ardagh: The trains are a
very good asset.

Hon. R1. D. McKENZIE: I quite agree
with the bon. member, but we might have
a good asset aad yet be starving, because
an asset is not always realisable. With
regard to the new legislation that is comn-
ing forward, I understand that it is the
Government's intention to provide or-a
land valuation board. I think the House
will need to be careful as to how this
measure is allowed to go through. I hope
it is not to have any confiscatory clauses
in it. I hope the Government are not
going to value the land in boom times,
and then in a year or two, when there has
been a big reduction in the price of land,
come along and resume land at prices a
great deal lower than the proprietors paid
for it. A ease in point was mentioned
by 31r. Sommners, that of a corner block
in Hay-street, Perth, which was purchased
for between £60,000 and £70,000, but I do
not think the block would realise that
sum to-day. If it were valued by the Gov-
ernment valuer at a lower price than the
proprietor paid for it, would the Govern-
ment be able to come along and compel
him to take that price? It would be a
distinct injustice if they eould, and I hope
the House will be careful in connection

with that measure. A taxation measure
is also to come forwvard again, and 1, for
one, shall be very cautious as to how I
give permission to the Government to in-
crease direct taxation. At all events, until
we see on the part of the Government a
desire for economy in all the departments,
and until we have an assurance tbat the
only wvay out of the difficulty is by direct
taxation, we should he very careful wvhat
we do in that matter. Now, with regard
to the mining industry, the report of the
Mines Department was laid on the table
the other day. It is not good reading by
any means. The Speech of the Governor
dismisses the industry with a few pious
remarks, just as it did last year. I feel
a great deal of regret that members who
are representing the mining industry in
this House and in another place have had
little or nothing to say in connection with
this great industry, because it is the prim.
ary industry of Western Australia. It is
a grandl industry wvhich, in the course
of the last 20) years has produced
4111,000,000 sterling and paid dividends
amounting to =2,000,000, or equal to 21
per cent. of the total production of gold.

Hon. R1. G. Ardagh: Where do the divi-
dends go?

Hon. R. D. MoKENZIE: It is not a
question of where they go: it was British
capital that came here to develop the
mines.

Hon. W. Kingsinill: They earn the divi-
dends do they notl

Hon. R. D. _McKENZIE: Certainly.
There is a nice golden egg being laid at
Kalgoorlie every fortnight, 'and it is laid
because of British capital coming here
to open up our mines, and anyone who
takes steps to kill the goose that lays that
golden egg does not deserve to be in the
public life of the State. The industry
is employing 15,000 men-unfortunately
1,500 less than in the previous year, thus
showing that the industry is not getting
the support it should-and pays them a
high rate of wages. I have no doubt that
at least each of these men carries five of
the population on his back, thus making a
population of 75,000 directly dependent
on the mining industry. Is this not wn
industry wvorth fostering? Hitherto the
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sv~tein of fostering the industry has been,
by a system of State batteries throughout
the runing districts, wvater supplies, loans
under the M1ining, Development Act, bor-
ing by diamond drilling on the subsidy
svtemi. and by loans to prospectors
of plant such its horses, camels, carts and
tools suitable for prospecting. I am quite
prepiaredl to admuit t hat the Minister in
eharge of the Mines lDepartment at the
present time has followed along these old
lines, lie Inns built new batteries; hie
has provided furt her waler supplies; lie
has lent moiney to lpeop~le who are trying
to develop smaill leases, and has also sub-
sitised people b'r boring by diamotd
drilling. but in spite ot this, we find that
front ' yar to year the industry is deeliii-
11n1g. [in a great country* like this, where
the auriferous belt is so vast and the pos5-
sibilities are so imimense this should not
lip. Sn, ely more initiative should be
show.,. The ,ros1 ,ettor should be assisted
more than he is at the present time, He
is thne back~bone of the industry in its
last resort. Unless we have the prospec-
tor going out and new finds being made
the industry must gradually decline. A
mnine is not like a farm wvhich improves
with age and tillage; every ounce of
gold that is taken out of a mine makes
it so much the poorer. The Minister for
Mines should have more initiative. He
should keep) himself more in touch with
the prospectors. The associations on the
goldields have made certain recommenda-
tions to him from time to time, but up
to the present they have not had a very
great amouf of success. One thing sug-
gested was the institution of a system of
minm~z boards. This is a system that has
been tried ini other parts of Australia. Jn
some places it has proved a failure, but
because it has been a failure elsewhere
that is no reas on why it should be a failure
here. It should he given a trial, at an-y
rate, and if it proves a failure it can be
withdrawn afterwards. The trouble would
be to get the proper men on the board.
A projoisoal was made that a member of
the Kalgoorlie Mfunicipal Council, a mem-
her of the Boulder council, and a member
of the roads hoard should constitute the
milling board for that district. In mil

oinioni that would be altogether wrong.
It \vC are to have a flhif g-board we must
be careful of the kind oif men we put on
it. At the ,ame time the proposal to es-
tablish these boards is worthy of the atten-
ion of the Minister, and I hope that lie

will look into it. We want to get away
from the awful groove into which the
Mines Depiarment is gettine. The Alines
Department ,officials in Perth are entirely
(lit Of touch wvith the goldftields and their
requiremnent.,. The 'Mincs office in Kal-
goorlie is simply a receiving, office for
fees. Very little information can he
got up there, and the officials in the Perth
ofliee ver * rarelyvstteaidedRTh
State )limt, ttnineer entleman The,
I believe, ]t -cvry high qIulifleal ions,
sits in aii office in Perth dloiiig adroinis-
trative work, le should he resident on
the goldields and live amongst the min-
ing pop~ulation so that he might know
exacily what is going on. If the Govern-
ment will "lvanise life into the officials
in Perth and shift the State AMining En-
uineer to Kalgoorlie or some other gold-
fields centre, T believe there wilt be a
change for the better in the mining indus-
try in the very near fuature. Duritri the
past few weeks there have been some very
good developmuents in the lactror mines at
Kalgoorlie. Only the other day we re-
ceived word that the Ivanhoe had passed
through the poor zonn anJ struck good
ore below. That news ;s of the g~reatest
iniportance to all peolN in Western .As-
tralia, h ut not only is that "idne doing
well; other mintes have been looking v
well during the past few mouths. nut i
would remind the House that tiese bIJL
mines do not constitute the mining in-
dustry. Unless new shows are beinr- found
continuously the industry must b~e a dying
concern, and T do appeal to the Mtinister
for 'Mines to throw his energies into the
matter, and if he has no ideas of
his own, to. at all events, offer an
incentive to the officials under hiiu to
give him some ideas as to what wvould be
the best method of galvanising the indus-
tiy into life. When I was in America
some Years ago I was going through a
large commercial establishment, a place
of many storeys, and as we walked from
tcv~r to floor I noticed on the top of the
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stairs on each floor a box labelled "ideas."
I asked what the reason was, and it was
stated that there was a prize of five dollars
given by the directors of the concern every
time the board met for the best idea put
in by one of the employees. There was a
box on every floor, and on the day that
the board met they were brought down
and the directors went through the ideas
submitted. If something of that kind were
introduced in the Mines Department I
think it would be worth while. I notice
flint the eminent geologist, lDr. McLaren.
has; been paa'simr another visit to the gold-
fields. Some years ago he made an exami-
nation of the counltry around Kalgoorlie
on behalf of the companies. His report
was not made public, bul I believe that it
could be if the Government paid a fee,
and1 I think that the companies would
g-ive their p~ermnission; theY could not
make that report public without such perc-
mission as the companies are under a
bond. At the same time the Government
could get Dr. 'McLaren to bring the in-
formation right up to date. I do hope
the Government are not going to try' to
hamper die industry by endeavouring to
bring in a new M.%ines Regulation Bill dar-
iug the present session. Mlany) of the
mines working- in the Eastern golddields
have now got so low in the grade of ore
that it is a question whether they are
paying or not. I have heard that one
large mine in K~algoorlie during last Year
made a loss, of C3,000 and the adminis-
tration are endeavouring to see whether
they can economise further so as per-
baps to turn that £3.000 loss into a small
profit. So lonz a% they' are pa 'ving work-
ing expenses they' keel) going. but once
they begin to show a loss Year after year
the end is not far off, and such results
would have the effect of throwing hunid-
reds of men out of employmvienit. In con-
nection with the Early' ('losing Act. I
would like to lpoit out that in 1902 there
was a measuic p'laced on the statute-book,
which gave tile j'rivilege of early* closing
to the employees in the State of Western
Australis. Provigion was made in that
Act for firam, to brin? their emprloyes
back after the ordinary dlosing hours for
12 nights in any one half-year for the
purpose of stocktakiaz. It was termned

the stocktaking clause. That ('laulse has
niever been repealed, all houghI the Act has
Ibeen amended on several occasions, the
last occasioln being 19112. That clause
has rather been re-affirmed, and last year,
when it was before the House, only a
slight alteration was made in it; there
was no change with regard to bring-
ing back employees 12 nights in any
hialf-year. Inspectors in Perth are well
awvarc of the fact that firms in Perth
bring their employees back, p~erhlaps not
for 12 nig-hts in each half-year, but they
do bring them back for stocktak(ing piur-
poses, but there has never been any pro-
seution in Perth in the matter. Notice
was, however, given quoite recently' on the
goldfields that there were to be p'rosecui-
tions th~ere.

ITon. R. Gf. Arlagbm: There have been
I roseutions in Perth.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: Not in con-
nection with this clause. I liave been
making inquiries during the last few
day' s. On the goldfields instructions have
been issued for prosecutions to be made.
The intention of the Legislature was very
clear. The stocktaking clause has never
been struck out of the Act. It is still
there, and the Government know the fair-
ness of it. In spite of that they have
gone to the goldfields and prosecuted peo-
ple there, although the firms on the gold-
fields who have been prosecuted are Per-
haps the fairest employers of labour in
Western Australia. They do not work
their employ' ees as much as they are en-
titled to: they give thema a fortnight's holi-
day every Year on full pay, and also pay
them while they are away ill. The em-
ploYees know the necessity of going back
for stocktaking. The only one conclusion
T can come to iq that because the
goldlfields are a Labour community
tile Government think they have a
Errealer chance of winning there than in
Perth. The same thing has been carried
on in Perth for years, and the firms, can-
not do without it. The intention of the
legislature w'as that f le stock-taking clause
should reinaiin in the %ct, and the Gov-
ernuievt know that, yet in spite of that
t hey are makinz these prosecutions. I
hove- just haO, a telegram from the gold-
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fields saying that the magistrate has given
his decision against the employers.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: But they have the
right to appeal.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: Appeals are
costly. 1. hope the leader of the House
will have that Act brought before us
during the present session, and see that
the matter is made clear at all events.
If the Government are going to strike that
clause out of the Bill let them strike it
out, hut let everyone know how the matter
stands. T support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in -reply.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropoli-
tan): Selom I think has there been a
Speech before the House in which so
little is stated about the new programme
of the Government or rather the manner
in which they intend to carry out .tbat
programme. I will refer to that, but be-
fore doing so T would like to answer some
remarks that fell from the Hon. J, W.
Kirwvan. I much regret the hon. member
is not in his place this evening, and that
I was not able to speak when lie -was
in the House. That gentleman gave us
the other night what practically amounted
to a lecture as, to the hostile attitude
sonic of the mnembers of tile Chamber had
adopted towards the Government, To
carry that hon. memiber's remuarks to a
log-ieal conclusion is to say that this House
should not in any way obstruct legisla-
tion which is brought forward by any
Government. no matter whether a liberal
or a Labour Government. IHe seems to
think that this House should simply sit
here for the purpose of putting on the
statute-book an 'y legislation that is brought
forward or comes from another place
simiply because another place is supposed
to ]represent the will of the peop'le. That
expression "will of the people" is a very
awe-inspiring term, and some members of
this Chamber are never tired of using it.
They seem to think, that there is some-
thine magical in the words, and they
bold them over this House something like
the sword of Damocles. One sometimes
reads of attacks made upon this House
by irresponsible a--itators; who care very
little for the welfare of the State as a
whole and have very little interest in it.

These attacks, as a rule, are hardly worth
taking notice of, but when we find that
lately Ministers of the Crown-I do Dot
say that in any offensive way, or with
reference co any Ministers of the Crown
in this Chamber-some Mlinisters think to
carry out the old adage of abusing the
other fellow if you cannot answer his
ease. When a Minister of the Crown sees
fit to make such assertions it is necessary
to reply to them, and wvhen a member like
the Ion. J. W. Kirwan, who seemed the
other night to occupy the position of
leader of the party in this House, attacks
this House. and cannot find words severe
enough in his condemnation, then I think
it is time to take the hon. member to
task and show himi to some extent how
hie may let his little prejudices run away
with his reason. The first matter he dealt
with the other night was to take the House
to task because it had passed the amend-
ment moved by the Hon. AT. L. Moss to
the Governor's Speech last session. I
would like to take the hon. member back
to 1898. which was the year when I first
had the honour to become a member of
this Chamber. As the 'youngest member
I was asked by the then Premier to move
thle Address-in-reply. T did so. and in
reply to my speech a motion was sub-
m1itted. by the Hon. R. S. Haynes. then
one of the iimmbcr,, for tie Central Pro-
vince. This was the amendment the hon.
member moved-

We, however, desire to express our
disapproval of the proposal for re-
appropriation contained in paragraph
26 of Your Excellenc y's Speech. This
course is in our opinion one which
should not be follo-wed as it practically
commits the Colony to an expenditure
without previously having made due
provision for payment, and -we feel
that it would be unwise at the present
time directly or indirectly' to increase
the indebtedness of the Colony by
raising further loans, or doing anything
thalt would neess;itate so doing until
-we have at least exhausted the present
authorisation.

That wwas a very' far reaching- amend-
ment. and was very severe in its terms.
as it practically instructed the Govern-
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went not to cojuwmncc any new works at
all. This amendment was adopted and
carried.

The Colonial Secretary: Not that par-
ticular one.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: That particu-
lar amendment was carried. It is in lan-
sard, and the 'Minister can see it. Tbe
Hon. J. W. Kirwan was at that timne pro-
prietor of the Kalgoorlie Mliner and its
editor. On the carrying- of this amend-
ment this paper published a leading
article, and I think that extracts from
that Icadinur article should make very nice
reading. in vnew of the remarks of the
lion. member the other evcninu-. The
article was headed "The first check-." and
stated-

A general feeling oif anxiety has
been growing up . . ... and if the
gentlemen present, including the Upper.
House majority that lately defeated thie
Government on the samne question re-
main true to the interests of the coun-
try, the power of the Ministry to do
wrong will be seriously curtailed. The
defeat of the Government by nine votes
to seven in the Legislative Council on
the motion of 'Mr. U. S. Haynes, who
moved an amendment on the Address-
in-reply, mnay be said to he the first
serious check received by thie Govern-
inent during a long and hlitherto almost
unassailable tenure of office.

Then hie goes on-
Although an adverse vole in the Le-
gislative Council is not nearly of.so
muceh importance as the same would be
in the Assembly, still as the Govern-
went must have a majority in both
Houses to he able to carry' on business,
its present position cannot be said to
be so cheery as its friends might desire.

He goes on-
It may he gathered, therefore, that
the existing outlook is not so bright
as might be wished for from a Mfinis-
terial point of viewv. Nothing is as a
rule so disastrous to a country as the
Government being so strong that it can
do anything it pleases, umore especially
if the said Government be inclined to
be extravagant or overbearing or not
over much troubled hy scruples. From

the aspect of affairs as they nowv stand
in the Legislative Cou~ncil it would seem
that at the least a handsome check can
be maintained over the ways and do-
ings of our rulers who have hitherto
gone on the uneven tenor of their jour-
ney unheeding of attempts ait remon-
stratin This is all as it should be. So
much for the situation as far as the
Tipper House is concerned, which cer-
tainlv makes the outlook tor the coun-
try more cheerful than could formerly
have been hoped for. It may reason-
ablyN be assumed that the adverse party
in that Chamber will remain strong en.
ough at least to prevent anything of' a
very flagrant nature from being- per-
petrated.

It is very interesting to see with what
complacency the bon. member then
viewed the passing of an amenidment,
a most conservative amnendmenut. an in-
vitation to a Government to stop all
public works in the State-it is very
interesting to see4 bow that gentleman
viewed the passing of that resolution in
18.98 and how lie views the passing of
another amendment nothing like so seri-
ous as the first---

l-ion. WV. Kingsimill : flow did lie vote
on that occasion ?

lion. A. 0. JENKINS : He was not
in the House then. lie also said in
another artiele referinz to the Passing
of this earlier amendment-

Tt is a decided advance on the state
of affairs existing formerly, and with
this division taken in conjunction with
the defent ot the Government in the
Lezislativi, Council, should prove a
very sanlutary lesson to the Govern-
ment.

And again on 4th July' , 1898. he said-
A gZeneral feeling of anxiety has

been growing up, and if the gentlemen
present. inclunding the Upper House
majority which lately defeated the
Government on the same question. re-
main true to the interests of the
country, the power of the 'Ministry to
do wvrong will be seriously curtailed.

I am sorry the hon. member is not here,
but doubtleis be will find an opportun-
ity later on in the session of explaining-
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the diifference iii the attitude lie adopted
in respect to the amendment moved by
Mr, 'Moss,, which was quite a mild one. The
amendment movred by Mfr. Moss was to
excise all the words after "sovereign" with
a view of inserting the following words:-

And to protest ag-ainst expenditure
incurred by Your Excellency's Minis-
ters without an Act of Appropriation,
stich procedure beintz derosatitry to the

prvlgsof Parliament and stibver-
sive of the C'onstitution, -while in ad-
dition thereto the proposal containedI
in Your E xcellency's Spechl implyinf!
that a ratification by the Legislative
Assemnbly of such unauthurised expen-
diture is sufficient in law ignores the
conistitutional rights of the Legislative
Council.

There is nothinz terrible in that. I
think even the Government would ac-
cept it. It seeks to prevent the Gov-
ernment from ineurrriog nnnutborised ex-
peindituire %%ithout ;on Act of Parliament.
I do not think even the Government
themselves wish to do that. They ex-
plained the appropriation of that mioney
inl regZard to the steamer.,, andl declared
that they had gone the rigi -way about
it. However, the Council thought duff.-
fercutly. aild passed Mr. 'Moss's amend-
ment. Tn 1898 tile amendment was to
Irotest a-uajust reappropriatioii. What the

IIoJI. ini'iber thought was- quite wrong
in 1.898 was quiite: right in 1913. He
referred ar-ain lo this houise having
dropped several measures which the
majority of the people and, hie said, piuh-
lie opinion, wanted to have passed.
Seeing tiaL. they' come Fron the lion.
member, I say these thines must be
aui~wered. First of all, take the Esper-
anve railway. Do lion. miembers; contend
thapt a majority of the people of Western
Australia desire that line now 7 If they
do, I venture to join issue with thenm.
Mlany years ago there was a great de-
mand for it. and with others I myself, re-
presenting a izoldlelds constituency, sup-
ported that line. but on a-oundls not one
of which exist to-day. Now the line is
required as a puirely agricultural line,
and I say the facts and arguments put
forward for the line as an agricultural

proposition do not justify its construc-
tion. But I will say that if additional
tacts are p)ut forward in fthe House, and
if I am satisfied with the correctness of
these facts;, I certainly will vote for the
line; because like other meimbers; I would
be only too pleased to see another great
province of wheat bearing land] added to
the State. The lion. meinbor referred to
the Public Works Committee Bill, and said
that the majority of the people desire it.
A malority in his proviuce way, but a
majority tot people iii may iinie are
mod1 bitterly opposed to it, and, with the
exception of one or two strong supiporters
of the Government, one can hardly find
amiong his acquaintances a single person
in favour of~ it. Personally I view it as
other members do. I think thk- corn-
mnittee can do no g-ood at all. We have
at thme present time gentlemen who can
advise us, gentlemen who owe their posi-
tionst to their ability in various depart-
tulent4, and who can give usaltedvc
we require when the quiestion (of a9 public
work is being deblated in Parliament.
This Publict Works Committee Bill can
only- lhe a sort of gift in I he hands of the
Government for the time beingr to a few
supporters who roar' not attain the posi-
tions they want, it will afford a nice COM-
fortable billet with very little work to
do and( a decent sailary attached. Then
there is the Public Works Bill. That
was one the most confiscatory measures
ever introduced ill any Parliament. Could
the hon. member stanid on any platform

inWestern Australia before Legislative
Council electors and jus;tify that BiIl? It
sinilv meant that anlybod 'y fortunate
enough to hare anly property could have
that property taken awayv from him by
the Oovernment without fair compensa-
lion. Nobodyv desires that. I do not
think the Government knew when they
introduced the Bill what a far-reaching
effect it would have. To a certain extent
I am borne out in that becase last
session that Bill was not reintroduced by
the Government. I do not know whether
they intend to reintroduce it this session,
but there is no mention of it in the Gov-
ernor's Speechi, and I hope the Govern-
mient have decided not to reintroduce a
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Bill the provisions of which were so
itfair thaqt L]ohrrd1 would be justified in

j~~~git. And if they do reintroduce
it I hope they will frame it in such a
way that if a person is deprived of his
lurid lie will receive fair compensation.
Under the Bill as it came to us he would
rceive no complensation at all. Then we
have tire Timber Line,; Bill referred to
by the lion. member. That Bill was in-
troduced by a private member andl not by
the Government at ill. There was no
urgent demand for it. Mr. O'Loghlen
introduced it, and its, defeat was taken
quietly: there wa,. no outcry about it.
Then the first Stnte Hotels Bill was re-
jected because it gave power to the Glov-
ernment to build a State hotel anywhere
and in any district -without any authority
whatever. The House thought that that
was not a proper power to esive to any
Government, and they rejected it. Again
there was no public outcry. The Govern-
ment's own supporters, the 3lline. for
the time being- were rather g 1 of its
defeat. Under a Bill of this. deserintion
the Government could have built a State
hotel wherever they wished, notwith-
standing any adv-erse vote in the con-
stituenicy' and notwithstanding the op-
position of the whole of the electors
of the district. I do not suppose
they would have done so, T do not sup-
pose they would have been so foolish;
still it g-ave them the power, and although
the Government -were not g-oing to use
that power, it was there. I think no such
power should be goiven in any Act of
Parliament. The second State hotels
Bill, which is :,aid to have been rejected
by this House. was not -rejected. It
was a Bill to provide a State hotel at
Won gan Hilts and another at Rottnest.
The Premier said it gave power also to
continue the Yallingup and Owalia State
hotels, which he said were being tarried
on without proper authority. The Coun-
oil amended the Bill by striking out the
reference to Rottnest hotel. The Bill
wrent back to the Assembly, and the Pre-
mier, practicall-y in a fit of pique, dropped
the whole Butl because hie could not get
his Rottuest hotel. And, apparently, he
is still continuing thp policy of carrying

on the Owalia and Yalligup hotels with-
out proper authority. This Houso merely
made a slighlt amneidment, whereupon this
Bill was dropped. In regard to the Land
Act Amendment Bill, there was no great
I)Lble outcry about the rejection of that
Measuire, a measuare which practicailly can-
celled freeholds and would have every-
thing lea seiold. This, of course, could
haie only one ultimate end, that is to
sax', the entire abolition of all fyceholds.
Ev-en' bit of freehold would have to he
resumed by the Government at some time
or another and become a leasehold, Of
course there is scarcely money enough irk
all Australia to carry out such a policy.
The Government could never hope to ob-
tain the money, and this House did a
wise thing in rejecting the Bill. So far,
in this present programme laid before
the House there is no expressed intention
of the Government to bring that Bill in
again. I do not know whether the Gov-
er nment will be forced by Congress to
re-introduce the Bill, bitt T hope they will
not, for it would only h e invitin~z the
defeat of the measure in this place. Some
of these extremists may think it is a good
thing to bare a cocksby at the Legislative
Concil. The Land and Income Tax Bills
were rejected for good reasons. Mr. Moss
showed how uinjustly that sliding scale
was drawn. I agree there should be a
sliding scale, and that larger incomes
should be made to pay more in proportion
to the small ones: and I believe members
of the House would see the justice of it
if the Government were to bring in a fair
B3ill having a sliding scale, hut one not
displavino the unjust proportion that
was so manifest in the measure referred
to. There is one thing more which the
hon. member is drilling into us in season
arid out of season, and that is the Re-
dis;tribuition of Seats 'Bill, which was
passed by the Wilson Government. I
agree with the hon. member that these
Bills should always be sent to commis-
sioners first to settle the boundaries, and
it is a pity that the Wilson Government
did not adopt that course. It was a
matter, however, that affected the Legis-
lative Assembly, It did not touch the
boundaries of the Leenslative Council pro-
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vinces. and in comimon with several other
members T thought that as it was a matter
that affected another place only, they
were the people best competent to deal
with it. There seems to be no satisfying
the hon. member, because the party hie
at preseont supports in Federal polities
had a Redistribution of Seats, Bill pre-
pared by commissioners and the Senate
altered it nut of all recognition. An
endeavoqr1 was made to alter it in the
House oP Representatives. but the Min-
istry stood by the greater portion of the
Bill and would not tolerate any amend-
menit. but the Senate altered the boun-
daries in response to circulars which were
sent around by Variousf members. It is.
all ver 'y well to say that the State 'Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill was an iniquitouls
measure and that it was disgraceful of
this House to pass it. but when a Bill is
prepared by commissioners. and the party
which the hon,, member supports. alters
it out of all recognition. the hon. member
can see no vice in it at all. There is one
thing T wish to refer to. and that is the
extratordinary contract entered into by
the G1overnment with the Powell Wood
Process Company. T wonder what would
have been said if a Liberal Govern-
wenit had entered into such a contract-
The whole country I think, is still waiting
for an explanation of that con tract-why
it was entered into, why suchi extraordin-
arilv zrood terms were given to the com-
pany, why the agreement 'was kept secret
for this length of time, why the company
were given a royalty beyond the duration
of their patent, and whly they were given
15,000 acres of timber coun try. As re-
gards the timber concession. I know that
timber country has been asked for by
dozens of hewers and contractors, and
they have been met, and perhaps rightly
so, by refusal, but why should the Gov-
ernment who discountenance in the strong-
est terms all monopolies, try to create a
greater monopoly by giving this Powell
Wood Process Company 15,000 acres of
land? The Government say that accord-
ing to the terms of their contract they are
not paying 2s. royalty, but only is. 3d.
for timber for use outside the State. What
is to prevent the company to-morrow, if

they raise their price to 2s. in the other
States, from charging a royalty of 2s. to
the Government here? There is nothing
in the agreement to prevent it. Do the
Government think it right to leave this
matteL in the hands of the company so
that the company can dictate termis to
them mouth by month or year by year as
to what the Government shall pay as roy-
ally on the timber. The agreement which
Was made with the Railway Department
I understand-I have not seent it-fixed
the royalty at 9d. Why could not the
Government have fixed the royalty on this
occasion and let the country know what it
is instead of fixing a royalty that is liable
to he altered from time to time at the will
of the company.

The Colonial Secretaryv: How can it be
altered?

Hon. A. G. JENXINS: The contract
says the Government are to pay 2s, and
thle lion, member says they will pay is. 3d.
as long as the company wishes. The hon.
member gave the answer. I was hoping
that he would make it 9d. but he stated
Is. 3d., and I presume if the company
wish to make it 2s. the Government will
have to agree to it.

The Colonial Secretary: I do not think
that is in the agreement.

Hon. A. G. JENJTINS: I have been
trying to ascertain exactly what is in the
agreement, hut perhaps the Minister will
lay the agreement on the Table of the
House, together with tle file. If he does
so he will perhaps disabuse our minds of
a lot of suspicion which is at present
lurking there, and it will give the people
of the cotintry a great feeling of relief if
they know that the terms of the contract
are not so strict as those published in the
Press. 1 want to know the reason which
induced the Government to enter into such
at one-sided contract, and why the comn-
pany should be so extraordinarily fav-
oured. I hope that a satisfactory ex-
planation will be forthcoming. So far no
information has been given. One mem-
ber of the Government who spoke in an-
other place has not attempted in any way
to justifyV this contract or to take the
House into his confidence in regard to its
terns, and I hope that before the session
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closes at any rate, some member of the
Government, and perhaps the Colonial
Secretary, will take the country into his
confidence and let us know the terms of
the agreement, and what induced the Gov-
ernment to give the company such extra-
ordinarily good terms. We cannot won-
der that the people are asking if there are
any more secret agreements which will be
produced at an opportune time. We do
not know, because the Government seem
to keep these things looked up, as they
have done this agreement, for fifteen
months from the public gaze, and then
when it comes to light Ministers talk
about sacking civil servants and we hear
talk of giving them the boot when it is
thought that one of them has been respon-
sible for divulging the contract. I hope
that if there are any more contracts the
Government will publish them on their
own initiative and not allow them to be
brought out perhaps by methods of which
we all do not approve. I personally re-
gret that the Civil Service Appeal Board
has been abandoned. I realise that the
Arbitration Court should sit as early as
possible, because there are very sp~eeial
circumstances in regard to these awards
which should be decided, but I think it is
a pity that once the appeals of the civil
servants were started they were not fin-
ished. I do not think it is fair to the civil
servants to abandon them. They have
been waiting long enough, and it is
neither fair nor reasonable to expect them
to remain silent for an indefinite time,
while the Arbitration Court proceeds with
work which will probably last for six
months. The civil servants have rights
the same as employers of labour or their
employees have. and those rights should
be respected by the Government. If the
Government find that there is no judge
available at present to undertake the work
and it is work of great moment which
means much to a large body of men, the
Government should take special steps to
ensure that the appeals will be heard at
the earliest possible moment. I desire to
congratulate the Government on the ap-

pointmnent of Sir Newton 'Moore as Agent
General for a further term. I suppose.
Sir Newton is one of the best Agents-

General we have ever had. The Govern-
ment have realised that, and have risen
above the arena of party politics and made
an appointment which, I am sure, is most
popular with all sections of the com-
munity. 'The visit of thme Premier to Eng-
land had a great deal to do with the State
obtaining its loan, but without Sir New-
ton Moore's able assistance I am sure that
the money could not have been obtained.
In thinking over the Premier's journey' , I
wonder how he got on in regard to the
celebrated speech of the Attorney General.
I think that speech must have been hang-
ing over the Premier's head like the cele-
brated sword wherever he went. I won-
der what the fat man or the lean man in
England would have said if that allusion
of the Attorney General's had been dis-
tributed in pamphlet form when the Pre-
mier was applying for a loan of two mil-
lions. However, that wvas kept in the back-
ground, aind I hope that it has been rele-
gated to the background for all time. In
regard to Constitutional and electoral re-
form, I hope the Minister will tell us ex-
actly' what is involved in these proposals.
So far we are quite in the dark. An
amendment of the 'Mines Regulation Act
I suppose will take the form of the Bill
which came before this Chamber last ses-
sion. T have not had much experience in
the mining industry of late years, &I-
though~l I keep in touch with it to a certain
extent, hut I know that the Bill of last
session wvould pract ically have stifled a
good many of the mines in Kalgoorlie in
their present stage of development. I am
glad that the Great Boulder has done
awvay with the night shift. but it does not
follow that all the mines are so well de-
v'eloped. The Great Boulder is exception-
ally well developed, and probably call find
suffcient faces without decreasingl the
number of men in its eumploy, but there
can be only one end to the passing of such
a Bill as was presented last session, and
that must be to throw thousands of men
out of work if the abolition of thme night
shift was brought into operation at once.
I think the Goverument and their sup-
porters, particularly from the goldfields,
must admit that, and I hope that when
the Bill is introduced it will be a common.
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sense onle showing that the interests of the
employ' ers as well as the interests of the
employees have been considered. I have
no doubt that the Irrigation Bill will pass
this House on this occasion. It was
brought down very late last session, and
the Minister in charge of the Bill did not
even attend the conference, How, there-
fore, could he expect a reasonable com-
promise to be arrived at on the last night
of the session. I suppose that other mea-
sures will be introduced by the Govern-
wenst since the parliament of Western
Australia has finished its; sittings- at Fye-
mantle, and whatever those other measures
might he I hope they will be on mnoderatte
lines, and that the leader of the other
party will not be too much upset if we
fail to pas their meatsures.

Oii motion by Hon, T. H. Wilding.
debate adjourned.

JHoi-c wd wanted at 9.13 p.m.

leoislative Bsic'u Dip,
Iledau'sdaq, 0( 61 - ulgust, 1913'

Quc-tiols i'-welti-ed tiul.;r, Cost foir mcaeon
ronk4utiomm. Royalty paid,. Lv-et and
UtI1n1her of AIceve'r, ii edt -

11arb~our ian IOIvCItleu. Al -anay . -
5311w mry eNtenjqAm. Y!i1a[rinit';-KuiadiLLaiu
HI31. Au~.trua .

Railway rolling ack, Paymnent of duty -
Addlre- sie I 13-, 'IX11i d-re

lionl ? 2, What quanitity oi limber has
been so treated?~

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAiYS re-
plied : 1, (Cost of llowellisiag, 3s. 2d. per
100 super feet. 2. Quantity oif limber
treated to 30th1 June. 1913, 2,S30,332 saper
feet.

RoYalty Pa id,
Mr. GEORGE asked tIhe Minister for

Works: What is the total amount to 30th
Ju1ne, 1913, paid to the holders of the
powvellising process for royalty on timber
treated a12(1 used by the detmartment in
the construction of-(a.) the Port Hed-
land Railway; (b.) all other Slate rail-
ways.

The 21iNISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: f a.) Royalty paid on timber treated
for use i13 connection with Port Hledland
Railway to the 30th ilne. 19l3-U.,062
15S. 9d. (b.) Royalty paid on timber
treated for! use on all other Stalae railways
to the 30th June. 1913-C957 lus. 8d.

Cost and Number of Sleepersq nqed.

'Mr. GEORGE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the Cost pier sleeper
apart from royalty of powellisin ' the
sleepers used in the construction d the
Port Bedlaud Railway? 2, Wrhat number
of sleepers were used in that railway-
(a.) powellised; (h.) not treated.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
dlied: 1, Sd. (eightpence) per sleeper.

POE 2, (a.) 220,395; (b.) 2,539. In adition,
P1n4,1000 sleepers; wore treated with several

33 th ler specifiCS against white ants.
334
336
.136
385
3SB

The SPEAKER,1 took the ('hair at 4.30
pa. aid rent! proayers.

QU-ESTIONS (,I)-- -POWETJLIS ED
TIMBER.

(o-st fo(r T Uago't Const rue/ion.

I;.ORGE askead the .11ijikir for
Railway-: 1, W hat has been the cost per
100 feel siiler-ar~art from royalty-to
the Ilaitwa '% Delpartuient of powellising
the timber for ivaon and car eanstrue-

QUEFSTION-HARBOrR IMPROVE-
MIENTS, ALBANY.

Mr. PRICE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have plan-z and specifications
providing for extein-ive harbour improve-
ments at Albany been prepared ? 2, Have
such plans and specifications, if any, been
considered by Cabinet ? 3, In view of the
fact that £.5,004) was placed on the Es;ti-
mates last year for harbour improvements
for Albany. will he indicate when sueli
work is likely to !be uonfnmenced]. 4. Has
hi- attention been drawn to the fact that
ertain interstate steamers, including- a

pen- steamer arriving- nest month. caninot
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