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- Mr. 8. STUBBS: There is no stinking
fish about a straightforward fact like
that. The State of Western Australia
has immense possiblities and in the
future, no matter what party might be
‘in power, it will be proved to the world
that this is one of the best States in
the Commonwealth, but that will not be
80 under the present Administration.

Mr. Munsie: Bad hlick that, for it
‘will have the present Administration
for another six years at least.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: That remains to
be seen. At all events, in conclusion,
I desire to say that T hope the season
that is coming will be a prosperous
one for everybody, but until the present
Administration atterapt to meke both
«ends meet with regard to revenue and
-expenditure, then so long will I from
my place in the House and from every
platiorm from which I speak peint
out that the Government are on wrong
lines and I will endeavour, as long
as I am able, to show that the sooner
the country gets rid of them the better.

On motion by Mr. Underwood debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 11-3 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
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2, Public Service Act, 1904—Amendments
to Publie Service Regulations. 3, Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Depart-
ment.—Roebourne Water Supply By-
laws. 4, Audit Aet, 1904-—Orders-in-
Council under Seetion 35.

URGENCY MOTION—ELECTION
FOR WEST PROVINCE IN 1912.

The PRESIDENT : I have received the
following letter from the Hon. M, L.
Moss :(— .

I propose to move the adjournment
of the House on a matter of urgeney,
namely, to call attention to 'a gross viola-
tion of the Electoral Aet which is al-
leged to have occurred at the election
of a member for the West Province of

the Legislative Couneil in May, 1912,

and which was for the first time made

public in the speech of the Hon. Mr.

Lynn on the Address-in-reply last even-

ing.

Though the matter is of undonbted grav-
ity, I fail to sea that there is any colour
of urgency in the proposal. Procedure
by motion for adonrnment should not be
used except where there is a definite mat-
ter of nrgent public importance. If,
however, under Standing Order 58 four
members rise in their places to support
the mover, I will allow the motion fo pro-
ceed.

Four members having risen in their
places,

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) : T was well

- aware of the circumstances which Mr.

Lynn mentioned yesterday, because the
statement he made as to having informed
me of the oceurrence when it took place
is perfectly correct, hut for many reasons
it was impossible for me to make use of
the information communieated to me last
April 12 months. There can be no doubt
that any interference with the well
grounded prineiples set forth in the
Electoral Act, and certainly anything fo
interfere with the secrecy of the ballot,
is a matter of great importance to this
House, to another place as well, and to
the community at large, for if the ballot
is to be a secret ballot the thing ought
to be observed to the very letter, There
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can be no doubt, I think, that a very
serious infringement of the Electoral Act
took place in connection with the eleetion
for the West Province of the Legislative
Couneil last year. I want first of all to
draw the attention of the House, and
particularly the attention of the Govern-
ment, to a few clanses of the Electoral
Act, because the Government cannot be
fully aware of {he provisions of the Stat-
ute, and particularly the penal clanses con-
tained in that Legislalion for breaches
of its important provisions. When an
election is taking place and it becomes
necessary, while the count is on, to ad-
journ the count, it is provided under
Section 135 ¢of the Electoral Act of 1897
as follows:—

(1) Before every adjonrnment of the
count of the votes all ballot papers and
other documents connected with such
count shall be placed in one or more
ballot boxes, and the returning officer
shall then, in the presence of such
serutineers and officers as are present,
scal the ouler cover of suech hallot box
or boxes with his offieial seal, if any,
or with his private seal. and any sern-
tineer, who shall desire so to do, shall
be permitted by the Returning Officer
to place his special seal upon the outer
cover of sueh ballot box or boxes. (2)
Before recommencing the eount such
seals shall be exhibited unhroken to the
serutineers and officers.

Under Sechion 150 there is a small code
of law as to what is to take place after
the eount. The section states—

The Returning Officer shall also, as
soon gs practieable afier the day of
polling at any election (a) enclose in
one packet all the used hallot papers,
including the postal ballot papers, and
in another packet all butis of ballot
papers, accounts, bocks, or other
papers or docnments used at the election
or in connertion therewith (with the
exception of the siemed rolls). and all
telegrams, letters, or other papers re-
ceived from Deputy or Assistant Re-
turning ORieers and presiding officers
in eonnection with the poll; (b) seal
up the said several packets and indorse
the same with a deseription and the
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pumber of the contents {hereof respec-
tively, and the name of the Province
or the Distriet and the date of the
polling, and shail sign the endorsement,
and forthwith forward the same packets
to the Clerk of the Couneil or the
Clerk of the Assembly, as the case
may be; {¢) seal up, endorse, and
transmit in a similar manner to the
same Clerk a packet containing all
ballot papers printed for the said elee-
tion and not used by him or by Deputy
or Assistant Retorning Officers or pre-
siding officers; (d) seal up, indorse,
and transmit to the Chief Elactoral
Officer the marked rolls used at the
election and aill declarations in the
form numbered (9} in the schedule re-
ceived by himself and the presiding
officers; (e) the clerk of the Couneil,
the Clerk of the Assembly, or the
Chief Electoral Officer, as the case may
be, shall forthwith give or send to the
Returning Officer a receipt under his
hand for the said packets.
Under Section 151 it is provided—
The Clerk of the Conneil and the Clerk
of the Assembly shall preserve and
hold in custody all such ballot papers
and other documents forwarded by the
Returning Officers under the provisions
of this part of the Act until the elee-
tion concerned ean in each case he no
longer questioned, when such bhallot
papers shall be destroved.
Section 153 provides—

Such ballot papers and other doeuments
as may be required by the Counrt of
Disputed Returns shall, upon an order
of the Court, be produced by the Clerk
of the Council or the Clerk of the As-
sembly, but shall not be available for
any other purpose.

What oecnrred in the West Provinee elee-
tion was this: there were three candi-
dates, Mr. Lynm (the sitling member), Mr.
Allen, who ran in the same interests as
Mr. Lynn, and Mr. Healy, who ran in the
Labour interest. Mr. Allen was counted
out first. There was a very small number
of votes (11) between Mr. Lynmn and Mr.
Allen and it was of paramount import-
ance that the provisions of the Electoral
Act should have been observed, partien-
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Tarly in a close election like that, because
if the ballot papers had been sealed up
the possibility of anybody, other than the
persons ennmerated in the Electoral Aect,
being permitied to get the ballot papers
would have been avoided, seeing that if
there had been any dishonest inclination
to interfere with the 11 hallot papers, the
election of the hon. member eould easily
have been upset. When the hon. member
knew that there had been some interfer-
ence there were all kinds of ideas in his
head and that did suggest itself to him.
No donbt that was not the object of the
interference, but what ocenrred was this:
the ballot papers bad been sealed up, the
third votes or second preferential votes
for Mr. Healy were counted. They had
no right to be eounted.
Hon. J. F, Cullen: By whom?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: So far as I know
by iwo officers who came down from the
office of Mr. Stenberg (the Chief Elec-
toral Officer) in Perth, but what were the
instructions given by Mr. Stenberg, or
whoever was responsible for sending those
two officers down, I am at & loss to under-
stand. They were able to esercise suffi-
cient influence with the returning officer
for the West Provinece eleetion and the
seals were broken, not by an order of the
Bupreme Court but the sweet will of
someone else to ascertain how Mr. Healy’s
papers had been distributed. When a
depntation waited upon the Premier the
other day on the question of proportional
representation Mr. Scaddan said—

One objection to preferential vofing,
as had been evidenced at the election
when Mr. R. J. Lynn, M.L.C., was re-
turned, was that it foreced an elector to
zive a vote to a man whose polities he
did not agree with at all.

They knew that all the Labour tickets
had voted for Ar. Healy and that in
the case of Mr. Healy's papers all the
Labour supporters were obliged to vote
for one person who was nominated in the
interests of the Liberal party, but they
knew more than that, they knew exaetly
how the votes of Mr. Healy’s paper had
been distributed, for they knew that Mr.
Lynn was in a large minority when those
were counied. If the Colonial Secretary
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has made inquiries he will be able to in-
form the House what those figures were,
if he is so disposed. What hon. members
of this Chamber ought to know are, (1)
are these allegations true; (2) who is re-
sponsible for the breach of the Act; (3)
why has the Aect been contravened at all?
Those are questions the House would like
answered, and T think they are certainly
questions which the people in the country
would like answered, for if it were once
established that in connection with what
we believe is a secret ballot, even with offi-
cers charged with the responsible duty
under the Siatute of preserving those
papers intact, and not to be interfered
with exeept by order of the Bupreme
Court judge, that sueh seerecy was not
actually the case, we would have half the
people of the country afraid to vote on
account of the possibility of discovery of
how their votes were recorded. This is no
great streteh of imagination. We know
that postal voting papers have to be taken
out of a book with numbers. What is
reported to have taken place in connection
with the West Provinee election is wrong.
It is a gross violation of the provisions
of the Statute. and T am surprised that
any member of the Government, even if
they are not responsible for what ocenrred
through the sending of these officers down
to make this inquiry, should be a party
to anything at all of sueh gravity as in
terference with those ballot papers. Look
how the Statute itself regards the matter.
Under Seetion 178 it is provided that an
offence is created through a breach or
negleet of official duty, which meludes—
(1} Any attempt by any officer to in-
fluenee the vote of any elector, or, ex-
cept by recording his vote, the result of
any election: (2) The disclosure of
any knowledge officially acquired by
any officer or scrutineer tonching the
vote of any elector: (3)Any neglect
or refusal by any officer to discharge
any officical duty, and any violation by
any officer of any provision of this
Aect: (4) Any attempt by a postal vote
officer or person authorised or required
by this Act to witness the signature of
an elector voting by means of a postal
hallot paper to influence the vote of
the elector.
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Breach or neglect of official duty is pun-
ishable by a penalty not exceeding £200,
or by imprisonment not exceeding one
year. It is quite obvious that the official
duty npon these people, upon Mr. Dowley,
the returning officer at Fremantle, was to
seal up the ballot papers and send them
to the Clerk of the Legislative Council,
whose duty it then was to keep them
inviolate in his custody. And when the
40 days had elapsed during which it was
possible for an election petition to be
lodged against the correectness of the re-
turn, these ballot papers should have been
destroyed in the manner required by the
Statute. Any breach of this section is
punishable by a fine not exceeding £200
or by imprisonment for one year. Section
188, dealing with minor breaches, pro-
vides a penalty not exceeding £50.
Clearly the Legislature has regarded it
as a very grave matter indeed, and I think
not only this branch of the Legislature,
but another place toe, should speak in a
very determined way against this inter-
ference; because if this is passed un-
noticed more irregularities, and perhaps
of a graver character, will take place at
the next election. What we should en-
deavour to make the people understand
is that when an election takes place, not
only will the provisions of the Act be
enforced, but the public men of this
community will do their very best to
make the thing a secret ballot in every
respect. Now I desire to have three
questions answered, namely, 1, Are the
allegations made by the hon. member,
Hon. R. J. Lymn, true? 2, Who was
primarily responsible for having sent
these two officers to Fremantle to make
the investigation? and 3, Why was it
done?

Hon. C. Sommers: By way of question
No. 4, you might ask what they are
going to do about it.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: T move—

That the House do now adjourn,

The COL.ONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): The most extraordinary
part of this business is that Mr. Lynn,
who seems to be the one most cancerned,
has been lying low for 15 months and that
. ke did not consider it necessary to take
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any earlier action. If the Electoral Act
was grossly violated I certainly could
understand his silence for 40 days,
although even that, in my opinion, does
not redound to his credit; but I eannot
at all understand his silence for 15
months, Tn the first instance there is no
doubt self-preservation was the motive
which inspired the hon, gentleman’s
silence; but to be a matter justifying the
adjournment of the House it should be
something that occurred recently, some-
thing which the hon. gentleman had had
no previous opportunity of ventilating.
But this matter occurred as far back as
15 months age. In June, 1912, some
members of the Government who take a
great interest in electoral matters wished
to ascertain the value of the preferential
system of voting, and also to discover
whether it eould be relied upon te fully
and correctly express the will of the
people.  The information was required
for statistical as well as for legislative
purposes. The Government contemplated
the introduetion of an Eleetoral Bill, and
they desired to be in a position to explain
to the House, if necessary, the effect of
preferential voting. The Chief Electoral
Officer was asked by the Attorney Gen-
eral to supply the information. If I read
from the file T think I shall be able to
correctly explain the position. On the 5th
June, 1912, the Chief Electoral Officer
wrote this minute to the Under Secretary
for Law—

In compliance with verbal instrue-
tions received from the Attorney
General T have the honour to submit
herewith a return showing the result
of an examination of the West Pro-
vinee ballot papers for the purpose of
ascertaining the distribution of .the
second preferences in favour of each
eandidate, and also a summary show-
ing the total number of first and second
preferences thrown in favour of each
candidate at said election.

The list was supplied some days after-
wards. This morning the Attorney Gen-
eral addressed the following minunte to
the Chief Electoral Officer:—

I note that Mr. Lynn yesterday in
the Legislative Council made certain
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statements reflecting on the department
over which you preside. They are re-
ported in to-day’s TWest Australian.
Please peruse same and let me have
file and your full statement of details
of the event and circumstances to which
the speaker drew attention, with what
accuracy I desire you to inform me.

Hon. D. (. Gawler: Did they obtain
an order of the court to investigate these
votes?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will
deal with that directly. The reply by the
Chief Electoral Officer is as follows:—

I beg to submit the following par-
ticulars in reply to the Hon, the At-
torney Gieneral’s minute of even date.
1, On or about 5th June, 1912, I was
notified by the Attorney General that
the Honorary Minister (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) desired partienlars as to the
second and third preference votes cast
for the candidates in the West Provinee
at the general election held on 14th
May in that year, with a view to ascer-
taining the value of preference voling
when all votes are connted. 2, I com-
municated with the returning officer,
Mr, Dowley, who informed me that the
second preferences only were available
so far as Mr. Allen’s voles were con-
cerned, on aceount of these preferences

having been examined in order to com-

plete the count in eompliance with the
Act. No third preferances, he informed
me, nor any second preferences for the
two other candidates were available, as
they had not been called intc requisi-
tion for the completion of the count.
3. In view, however, of the fact that
Mr. Dowley, the returning officer, had
not at that time sealed the ballot papers,
I despatched Mr, B. J. Smith, an officer
of this department, to Fremantle to
oblain the requisite partienlars from
Mr_ Dowley. The action taken was that
the statistical particulars required were
exiracted

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Really, this is mon-
strous,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
report continues—
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That the statistical particulars required
were extracted by means of a re-
examination of the ballot papers which
was raade by Mr. Smith in the presence
of the returning officer.

Hon. M. L. Moss: But in the absence
of the scrutineers,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
goes on—

4. The result of such examination

was tabulated and forwarded to the

Hon. the Attorney General on 5th June

1912.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is really mon-
strous.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
report concludes—

5. From the foregoing it will he ob-

served that the extraction of the statis-

tiecal particulars required by the hon.
the Minister took place in the presence
of the returning officer. No seals were
broken, and no further use made of the
hallot papers.
Mr. Moss said this was a serious infringe-
ment of the FElectoral Aet. Nothing of
the kind, Tf the ballot papers had been
sealed and sent to the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council, and if afterwards the seal
was broken or the ballot papers interfered
with, it certainly would have been an
offence against the Aect. But the ballot
papers had not been sealed. There is a
provision for sealing before the count
and another provision for sealing as soon
as possible afterwards.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: The ballot bozes
were sealed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : They
had not been sealed. No seals were
broken, and it was impossible to discover
how any person had voted. Consequently
there was no violation. If has been insinu-
ated that the votes could have been tam-
pered with, that there is a foil attached
to the postal votes and the returning officer
conld have examined those and compared
them with the postal votes, and so dis-
covered how certain votes were cast. If
he conld have done that then he could have
done it hefore, seeing that the ballol
papers had not been sealed. He had
ample opportunity for investigating them. -
It has been eclearly shown that the ballot
papers were not sealed. No otber use
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was made of the ballot papers, except for
statistical purposes, and I contend there
is no reason at all why information of
this kind should not he made public. Tt
has been made public before. In connee-
tion with the election of Hon. W. Patrick
T had a representative present at the
eount, and we got full information in con-
nection with the maoner in which votes
had been ecast.

Hon. W. Patrick: Then you had no
right to do so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
that information was published in, I think,
both newspapers at @eraldton, It was
very interesting indeed.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Was the Ministry of
the day a party to that irregularity at the
election of Mr. Patrick?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not know, but the completion of the count
took plaee nearly a week after the elec-
tion,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: This was three weeks
afterwards.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
bad an analysis made of the distribution
of the votes.

Hon. W, Patrick: But that was taken
at the time of the poll.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. C. Sommers: A very different mat-
ter.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
cannot see any difference between the ex-
amination of ballot papers at the time of
the count for this purpose and the ex-
amination a fortnight afterwards.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: But the Act does.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
there is no prohibition at all under the
Ae¢t. If the papers had been sent to the
Clerk of the Legislative Couneil it would
have been different, The information re-
ceived was put on a file for the informa-

. tion of Parliament, and 1 have the file
kere, and I propose to leave it for ex-
amination by hon. members. T still con-
tend there was no necessity for this motion
for the adjournment. Mr. Moss knew per-
fectly well that I proposed to reply tfo-
day, and he could well have waited and
given me the opportunity of replying
during the course of my speech. Certainly
it is not a matter of urgeney, and, if it

- whatever.
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is, Mr. Lynn is to blame for having held
it back for so long.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (Bouth-East): It _
seems to me that the Minister's defence
makes this matter tenfold worse than it
appeared on Mr. Moss’ statement. I un-
derstood Mr. Moss to explain that the im-
mediate reason for bringing the matter
up now was that attention had heen drawn
to it in a most public way by the Pre-
mier, when he used information whieh
should never have been available, with re-
gard, not simply to returns that were
dealt .with by the returning officer at the
West Province election of May, 12 months
ago, but with figures that the returning
officer himself had no oceasion to know
at all,

Hon, W. Patrick:
know.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Had no right to
know. And if this House is to under-
stand from the Minister’s explanation
that he sees no abuse of the electoral law
in this matter, well then he is not the
Minister that I knew him to be. I ecan-
nof imagine that any Minister would eon-
done the action that has apparently tdken
place. The position is this: The return-
ing officer himself had only to deal with
the second preference votes of the eandi-
date who was declared defeated; he had
nothing to do with the second preference
votes on any other eandidate’s papers
But after the eount had elosed
and after the returning officer should have
sealed up all the papers some politician,
some friend of the defeated ecandidate

Hon, M. L. Moss: Some blind partisan.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: An absoluate par-
tisan—af all events some friend of the de-
feated candidate, goes to the Chief Elee-
toral Officer—-~

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Which defeated
candidate?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: And says, “For
some quite innocent, non-partisan object
of mine——

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Scientific research.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: “Scientifte, philo-
sophic inquiry I have on hand, T want vou
to ascerfain, nof how the second votes
went to the candidate declared defeated
in the count, but how the second votées
for my friend, the Labour candidate,

Had no right to
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went. T want to find out what would hap-
pen if by any means T could get the can-
didate who has been declared to be de-
feated into ihe leading position, and how
it would affect my friend the Labour ean-
didate.” [ eannot for the life of me
imagine any chief electoral officer listen-
ing for a moment to any such thing, His
duly elearly was to say, “Yon are asking
me to commit a grave breach of the elec-
toral law, T dare not do it; T would not
do it; no honourable man counld do it: 1
refuse to do it.” Now the Minister re-
ports to this House that the Chief Elee-
toral Officer at the request of this parti-
san sent down an official to lead the re-
turning officer to eommit a grave breach
of the electoral law by letting him see and
overhaul ballot papers in that election.

Hon, M., L. Moss: Nineteen days after
the election,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: 1 c¢an imagine
that the eount in the West Province elec-
tion might not have been completed for
a couple of weeks; thal is quite possible,
but this transaction oceurred on the 5ih
June, and the election took place on the
11th May. If the returning officer had
not sealed np the deenments before part-
ing with the scrutineers, he should have
sealed them up in the presence of the
scrutineers at the finish of the count. If
he kept them open he was guilty of a
erave breach of duty? Why did he keep
them open? Perhaps the Minister can tell
us whether he had had any notifieation
that a member of Parliament was moving
the Chief Electoral Officer to commit a
grave breach of dutv. Why did the re-
turning officer keep these papers un-
sealed? If they were unsealed he
committed a grave breach of his
duty by Kkeeping them open. On the
other hand. if he had sealed them and
if the seals were broken, of course the
offence is still greater. Tt is only a mat-
“ter of degree. It was a grave breach of
duty to keep them open and supposing
this official from the Chief Electoral Off-
cer’s department went down withonut un-
reasonable delay after the completion of
the eount. even then the returning officer
had no right to open up these papers. This
official from the Chief Electoral Officer’s
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department had no more right than I had
to mo in aml ask to see those papers. He
is not known under the law at all. It has
heen alleged by Mr. Moess, and apart from
this all-suflicient charge, that the way was
open to possible tampering with these
hallot papers. There were only 11 votes
differeice hetween the two candidates. It
would have been n simple matter {o tam-
per with the return, T eonfess that when
the Hon. Mr. Lynn mentioned this mat-
ter last night, I was in doubt as to whether
it was wise to bring it up. When I learned

“that the immediate cause for bringing it

up was the fact that the Premier of the
conntry had dealt with these ficures, and
then when Mr. Moss notified us of the
very grave cirenmstances he has alleged,
T recognised that it was essential this
matter shonld he dealt with. But all those
reasons are small ecompared with the rea-
son furnished by the leader of the House
in s defence of the action of the Chief
Flectoral Officer. Tt is clear that after
the ecount is compleied ballot papers can-
not be overhauled. They eannot be sub-
mitted to any investigation withont an
order of the Snpreme Court. Tt is not
possible under the law for any chief elec-
toral officer to send down a clerk to inter-
fere. A very serions hreach of the law
is confessed by the leader of the House
and T sav, if ever an adjournment of the
House was justified, it is at the present
time. T do hope that the Government will
have some better explanation to give us
and some better defence; if not, extra
precantions will certainly have to be pro-
vided in the law for the protection of the
purity of eleetions of Parliament.

Hon, . SOMMERS (Metropolitan) :
I regret to have to say that the Minis-
ier’s explanation is the sorriest exeuse 1
have ever listened to in reply to a gross
breach of ihe Eleetoral Act, or to any
grave matter, since T have heen a member
of the House, For the Minister to stand
up and attempt to justify a gross hreach
of trust perpetrated by 8 member of his
Ministrv and to do it unblushingly does
nat refleet any credit upon him. There
was not one word of regret in the remarks
of the Colonial Seeretarv. but simply a
statement that the charzes made by the
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Hon. Mr. Lyon are absolutely true. I
congratulate the Hon, Mr. Moss upon
having moved the adjournment of the
Ilouse, because I know of no more im-
portant matier on whieh the adjournment
could have been moved than one to con-
sider a question which affects every elee-
tor of the State. I would like o know
why this particular election was picked
upon. Why was it Mr. Angwin chose this
election for the purpose of getting statis-
tical information? Why was it that nine-
teen days afier the election he thought
it neceszary to go to this extra trouble?
Were there no other elections held about
thal time?

Hon. W. Patrick: That is why the
papers have to be kept sealed.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Why was there
this urgeney nineteen days after the elec-
tion, for which Mr. Angwin thought fit to
so wrongfully instruet his officer? Per-
haps the mere fact that the Act provides
that appeals can be lodged within 40 days
is the true explanation of the urgency of
this matter. Probably some information
was required that might have helped to
upset this very close election in which
only eleven votes intervened between the
suceessful and the unsnceessful candidates.
We want a great deal of information in
regard to this, T do not know of there
having been any particular need for or
stir about proportional representation at
that time. Tt is since that time that the
matter has heen brought forward, partien-
larly in this Honse by the Hon. Mr. Gaw-
ler, who moved thai in the opinion of this
House the proportional representation
system should be affirmed.

The Colonial Seeretary: Preferential,
you mean.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: We have heard
for the first time that the hallot papers
were not sealed. That diseloses a erave
breach of duty and neglect of duty on the
part of the returning officer. T this sort
of thing is to be permitted withont pun-
ishment. where is it going to end? Mr.
Dowlev, who is the resident magistrate
and retnrping officer at Fremantle, ean-
not plead isnorance. He has been per-
forming these dnties for many years and
certainly should be called to book. I would

[COUNCIL.]

not exeuse Mr. Dowley hecaunse lhe can
have no excuse. If a man who was offi-
ciating as returning officer in some out-of-
the-way polling plave said, “It is the first
time I have acted and I did not know,”
there might be some excuse for him, but
for a man in Mr. Dowley's position to go
scof-free without any pepalty is a seri-
ons matter and an example should be
made in this case. In regard to the re-
marks made by the Colonial Secretary in
regard to the Hon. Mr. Lynn lying low
all this time, it does not concern this
IHHouse what the hon. member did.  That
is a matter between the Hon. Mr. Lynn
and his electors. The House has to con-
sider the faet that yesterday was the first
time an accusation was made in this
Chamber and I strongly resent the Col-
onial Secretary's remarks in this eonnee-
tion. In regard to the postal votes, the
handwriting of the individnal who easts
the vote can be traced and what becomes
of the secreey of the ballot? The particu-
lar party with which the Colonial Secre-
tary is ideatified ere always erying out
for purity and they say thev are the peo-
ple who ean do no wrong: theirs is always
the anly party. In regard to my own
election, what sort of charges were hurled
ahont then, and I wanld remind hon.
memhers  liow  those who lLurled the
charges erawled baclk into their burrows
subsequently. Where is the zecrecy of the
ballot to send at midnight, probahly, to
count these votes at an eleetion when only
eleven votes separated the snccessful and
unsnceessful candidates?

The Colonial Seeretary: How is the
question of secrecy affeeted?

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Why go there
at all?

Hon. J. E, DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You had a lot to say ahout johbery
at the last elections and erawled down.

Hon. ¢, SOMMERS: T got home on
some of the hon. member’s friends who
tried to prove their charees and failed
lamentably, We know that Labour ad-
vicers stronaly urged electors to give their
second preference votes to Mr. Allen. That
requires a little explanation. Why shonld
this particnlar elertion be picked npon to
find out all this information nineteen days
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after the ballot¥ I have little more to »ay
but if I am in order T wounld like to move
an amendment that a seleet committee be
appointed to inquire into this matter.
The PRESIDENT: There cannot be
any amendment to a motion for an ad-
journment on account of nrgency.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: 1 understand
that an amendment will not be in order.

The PRESIDENT: There can be no
amendment except as regards the time of
the adjournment.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Then I will con-
¢lude by saying that I regret very much
the occurrence and I am sorry the Minis-
ter has expressed no regret at this serious
breach of confidence and trust imposed
upon the officials.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West) :
There are two things which to my mind
the law guarde very jealously, the will
of a dead man and the seerecy of the bal-
Iot. 1 am sorry to bhave to say that it
seems {o me as if something serious has
been done, and the only way to get right
at the truth of it is to make known the
particulars to the public. I have seen
sketches of a ring of fat men and of
thin raen pointing over their shoulders
to someone else and making an inquiry
as to who have the people’s money, and
who did this and that. These things
are put around and one blames the other.
The duty of the electoral authorities is
to know the Aet and as soon as the votes
have heen counted to take possession of
the papers and seal them up, and not
to divulge this information or let any
one know anything further except under
an order from the Supreme Court. The
Colonial Seerctary has told us that the
papers were not sealed up and it appears
to me that the Minister should take a
portion of the blame, but how eomes it
that the person responsible for this in-
quiry got possession of the knowledge
that the papers were not sealed up. Evi-
dently there is something behind it which
makes it appear—I say it is open to this
construction—as if the returning officer
was instrueted not to seal up these
papers pending an investigation to see
how the election went. It is open to sus-
picion. I canpot sit in my seat here and
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listen to such an offence withount regard-
ing it as one of ths pravest breaches of
the Electoral Act I have ever heard of.
The position is this that it was the duty
of those who were in charge to see that
the Act was carried out and they should
not have been parties to one of the
greatest breaches of the Act that could
have been committed, and it should also
be the duty of Mr. Stenberg to ‘censure
the person or persons for not having
sealed up the ballot papers. The paltry
excuse given might do for certain pur-
poses, but I say that there was nothing
whatever to justify an examination of
the papers unii! an order had been ob-
tained from the Supreme Court.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) : I must be
prepared to express regret for not
having brought this matter before the
House at an earlier date. All I desire
to say in that regard is that the election
was contested on the 17th May, the count
took place on the 18th May and the de-
claration of the poll on the 18th May.
Seventeen days afterwards, these ballot
papers, if they were not sealed, surely
shounld bave been sealed. Can it be said
that a returning ‘officer is fulfilling his
duties if he permits the ballot papers to
remain there for no less than' 17 days
unsealed.

The Colonial Seeretary : Why did you
not see that they were sealed ?

Hon. R. J. LYNN : My knowledge of
the proceedings when the count was over
was that the papers were put into the
ballot box and sealed. I can only regret
that my inexperience was responsible for
not seeing that the papers were wrapped
up and sealed. Had I thought for one
momert that this was not done I should
bave demanded to have seen the seal
placed on them even after they were
wrapped up in paper.

Hon. W. Patrick : That should not be
necessary; it is the duty of the returning
officer to seal them.

Hon. R. J. LYNN : The position was
that the House assembled on the 27th
June and the Address-in-reply was com-
pleted before the expiration of the time
permitted by the Act to lodge an appeal
against my eleetion, and when the leader
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of the House refers to self-preservation
I was undoubtedly thinking of myself to
gome extent, because I realised that had
that election been fought over again,
and with Mr. Allen as my opponent, sup-
ported by a block vote of the Labour
constituents of the West Province,
I should probably have been defeated,
and T was not prepared to take that risk
in view of the eleven votes beiween Mr.
Alea aud myself. Tt means that had just
11 votes heen inferfered with or tampered
with and Mz, Allen had got to know of it,
he could have appealed to have that elee-
tion upset on the grounds that those ballot
papers which i1ad been previously serutin-
ised had becn interfered with by the
deparimenial officers. Why the Honorary
Minister, Mr. Angwin, should be so
anxious to know the result of the prefer-
ential voting in a constitneney that he
took a considerable amount of interest in,
and in conneetion with whiech he was not
anxious for the return of myself, why he
should be =0 partienlarly anxions to dis-
cover the figures relating to this election,
I am at a loss to understand, and why
the Attorney General should permit such
a grave breach of the Act makes it very
difieult indeed for me to follow. The
leqder of the House said that Mr. Dowley,
thke relurning officer, was present while
these votes were being counted a second
time. T submit that I had every right fo
appoint a deputy to he present when
these votes were being re-counted, but I
am also prepared to say that to the
hest of my knowledege when T went into
the court house on the second morning
thal the count was taking place, Mr.
Tiowley was sitting on the hench, and the
oflicers of the department were in another
room and not in the presenee of the re-
tnrning officer. The statement of the
lender of the House in that direction, so
far as my knowledge is concerned. is.
therefore, not correct. Why I refrained
from introdueing the matter at a late
stage last session was simply this. After
permitting the time to elapse when an
appeal could be lodged, 1 had no oppor-

tunity of bringing the matter forward
unless T moved the adjournment of the
House, and my inexperience in that direc-
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tion placed me in the position of not
exactly knowing what to¢ do. I was not
anxious that this matier shonld be
widely ventilated, and had it not been
for the action of the Premier in openly
stating to the Press, and throungh the
Press to my constituents, that I am here
not as a representative of the West Pro-
vinee, T think in defence of myself I had
every right to mention it on Lthe Address-
in-reply, espeeially in answer to that
staternent made by the Premier. T regard
the matter in this light that surely there
are examples other than the West Pro-
vinece election which might have heen
guoted by the Premier when replying to
the deputation on the guesiion of pro-
portional representation as against pre-
ferential voting.  Surely the Premier
coald have ciled the 60,000 Liberal elee-
tors who are not represented in the Senate
of the Commonwealth, without getting
down to the West Province eleelion,
where he said preferential voting returned
a member against the will of the people.
Although T regret the delay in bringing
this matter forward I can only repeat that
the delay was oecasioned by inexperience,

Hon. J. . DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : T think most people who will read
the aecount of this debate will certainty
be struck by the remarkable method in
which the matter has heen brought for-
ward. My, Lynn has waited something
like 13 months to hring the matter for-
ward and during that time, this House
has been sitting, and he has had ample
opportanity, despife his inexperience,
which T am sure no hon. memher will
eredit Jum with, of ventilating his griev-
ance here. We find that Mr. Lynn was
quite willing to condone the offence until
it was possible to use it for party pur-
poses and party purposes only. M.
Lynn, in condoning the offence, if it was
an offence. i3 equally as zuilty as the
Chief Electoral Officer of dereliction of
duty if there has been a dereliction of
duty.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: T am not supposed
to have the same experience as the Chief
Electoral Officer.

Hon. J. E, DODD (Honerary Minis-
ter) : The hon. member is too old a cam-
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paigner and has heen too long in publie
life to come here and claim inexperience
as his excuse for not bringing this matter
forward. There is no doubt that Mr.
Lybn was gquite willing to condone this
offence until, as I have said, it could be
used as a party matter.

Hon, M. L. Moss: That is begging the
question.

Hon. W. Patrick: This is a non-party
House,

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster): I wish to refer to this non-party
view especially when an hon. member like
Mr. Sommers gets up and speaks as he has
done of the party who happens to be in
power at the present time. Mr. Sommers
shonld be the last man to speak about
purity of anything after what took place
last session.

Hon. C. Sommers :
last session ?

Hon. 4. & DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I am sorry, particularly sorry that
the whole of the evidence taken by the
select eommittee which investizated Mr.
Sommers’ case was not published in the
Press.

Hon. C. Sommers :
been published.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Mr. Sommers came to this Hounse
witk an abject apology and now he speaks
about the purity of our actions. This
kind of thing passes my comprehension.

Hon. C. Sommers : I wish you wounld
be a little more definite.

Hon. J. B. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There has been mud slung at the
party I represent and on that account I
only wish that the whole of the evidence
taken by that seleet commiitee could be
published even now.

Hon. €. Sommers: As a matter of
privileze mav I say that, as far as the
evidence taken by that select committee
is coneerned, I wish it could be published
equally as the Minister wishes, The Min-
ister has it at his command and he 1is
able to publish it. He has the Govern-
ment Printing Office available and I ask
him, as a favour, to publish it. 1 have
nothing to fear by the publication of the
whole of that evidence, and he knows it.

What took place

1, too, wish it had
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The PRESIDENT :
has already spoken.

Hon. C. Sommers :
lenge to the Minister.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I am not going to the expense
of publishing that evidence in the news-
papers for anyone. I say that Mr. Som-
mers has no right to make the statement
he has made in regard to the party I re-
present.

Hon. C. Sommers : [ have indeed.

Hon, J. E. DODD Honorary Minis-
ter) : It is all very well for Mr. Som-
mers to talk about purity in party poli-
ties.

Hon. C. Sommers :
against my career.
or hold your peace.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There has been a good deal said
recently about impersonation, but we have
seen the result of that and we know the
smount, of impersonation that has taken
place.

Hon. M. L. Moss :
do with this question %

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter} : I want to refer to some of the
tacties which are heing adopted in this
non-party chamber on behalf of the party
in the other place. The matter so far as
T am concerned is quite new to me. Al-
most all T know of it is in conneciion
with a debate which has taken place to-
day and the file T have perused, while
sitting here. The insinaation which has
been made was that the ballot papers
were counted in the absense of the re-
turning officer. The Colonial Secretary
has disproved that and the file supports
that. The papers were counted in the
presence of the returning officer, so that
there eannot be any allegation of tam-
pering with them.

Hon. R. J. Lynn :
very much.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I am yquoting from the file of the
Chief Electoral Officer.

Hon. W, Kingsmill :
the second count ?

Hon. A, G. Jenkins: Mr. Angwin,

The hon. member

That is my chal-

You have nothing
If you have, state it

What bhas that to

I question that

Who demanded
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Hon. W. Kingsmill: Oh !

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The file says, ‘*The action taken
was that the statistical particulars re-
quired were extracted by means of a re-
examination of the ballot papers which
was made by Mr. Smith in the presence
of the returning officer.”’

Hon. R.J. Lynn : Had the department
previous statistical information to eom-
pare it with ¢

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter}: I cannot say, I am only stating
that these papers were counted in the
presence of the returning officer, Mr.
Dowley. An insinnation has been made
here that two officers of the electoral
department were sent down and that the
papers were counted in the absence of
the returning officer.

Hon. R. J. Lynn :
that.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): I am quoting from the file a
minute issued by the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer to the Colonial Secretary, and even if
a seleet committee is appointed all T can
say is that Mr. Lynn condoned the of-
fence by allowing so much time to elapse
and he therefore has been equally guilty
of a grave breach of privilege, of justice
—or whatever it might be called—with
the Chief Electoral Officer.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (in reply}: So far
as I can see, the delay that has taken
place and the personalities which some
hon. members are inclined to indulge
in when discussing this matter are all be-
side the question, The fact that Mr.
Lyon was lying low for 15 months has
nothing te do with the question. That be
was guilty of an act of self-preservation
is also beside the question, as is also the
fact that Mr, Liynn condoned the offence,
whatever that may mean; I do not know
what it means, because the condonation
of an offence implies that there was one
committed, and it munst have been com-
mitted by the electoral officers. I do not
know that there was any obligation on
the part of Mr. Lynn to turn common
informer end lay an information against
anybody in particular. Admitting that
he did condone the offence, that is not

I still maintain

[COUNCIL.]

the matter at issue. We are not out to
punish Mr. Lyon, we do net want to pun-
ish anybody. There has heen an irregu-
larity committed, and we want to prevent
the repetition of such a thing in the
future., Mr. Lynn has been honest and
frank in his statement; in fact he was so
frank as to admit that at the time these
gentlemen went from the head office down
to Fremantle the ballot papers had uot
been sealed. Section 150 of the Elee-
tecral Act provides that the returning
officer shall “as soon as practicable after
the day of polling at any election” en-
close in one packet all the used ballot
papers, etc,, and seal them up and for-
ward them forthwith to the Clerk of this
Honse. As that election took place on
the 17th May, and as it was on the 5th
June that this private recount took place,
19 days haping elapsed between the elec-
tion and the recount, the returning officer
did not seal these votes up “as soon as
practicable after the day of polling.”
That is a very grave error indeed,

Hon. W. Kingsmill : If he had put them
in the bnilot boxes and sealed them up
that would have been enough.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Yes, that would
have been enough, but we are asked to
believe, according to the file, that these
ballot papers were not sealed up for 19
days. I repeat that is a most serious maf-
ter. If they were not sealed up and seut
to the Clerk of this House they were
liable to be tampered with. I do not say
that they were tampered with, or that
anybody was so dishonest as to attempt
to do that, but there was the liability to
be tampered with, and the provisions of
the Electoral Act aim at preventing any-
thing of the sort being possible. It is not
necessary to beg this question by indulg-
ing in personalities or referring to the
question of delay. We want to call the
attention of the responsible officers and
the public at large to a grave irregularity,
so that there may be no repetition of this
offence in future. Mr. Sommers has
drawn attention to the fact that this in-
vestigation was made for the West Prov-
ince, and the West Provinee alone. I
never in my life listened to such twaddle
as to ask any body of men with powers of -
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thought about them to believe thaf this re-
count was done for statistical purposes.
1t is absolute moonshine to say anything
of the sort, I have never seen the result
of the jnvestigation in any statistical pub-
lication, and we never will see it. There
is certainly & wonderful honesty about
the transaction in the way it appears on
the file. It looks as if those who have
been guilty of this grave irregularity
never regarded it as such, becanse there it
is openly and frankly placed on the file,
which is a public document. But, however
they may have regarded it, it is not an
honest statement to put into the mouth
of the Colonial Secretary, that this action
was done for statistical purposes.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: For what other
purpose?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The other purpose
has been suggested by otber speakers. I
do not wish to indulge in a single person-
ality. I want to fight my politics without
going into the gutter to deal in person-
alities, but I will say this, that we know
that Mr., Angwin was a blind partisan of
Mr. Healy as the first preference, and all
the insirnetions on those labour papers
. ¢irculated broadeast during the election
were to induce the people to vole for Mr,
Allen as their second preference. A num-
ber of things were mentioned to me by
Mr. Lynn just after the election took
place, but I have not bothered the House
with them. We are not dealing in those
trivialities. 'What we are aiming at is
that the ballot papers, which should have
been sealed up and never seen the light of
day except by order of a judge of the
Supreme Court, have been with the great-
est facility handled by two electoral offi-
cers who were willing tools in the hands
of others. This should not have happened,
and it must not happen again. If after
an election the votes may be examined
in detail by any officers, men and women
may become marked persons in the com-
munity for having voted in a particular
direction. There is every excuse for hav-
ing brought this matter forward, and the
only recret 1 have is that Mr, Dodd did
not discuss it in the same spirit as did
the Colonial Secretary. The great ques-
tion is not whether this is a party or a
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non-party Honse or whether there were
allegations of personation in conneection
with the Federal elections, but it is ad-
mitted all round the House that a grave
irregularity has been committed.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
Why not disenss it from that point?

Houn. M. L. MOSS: I am disenssing it
from that point.

Hon, J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
You are, but Mr. Sommers did not.

Hon. M. L. MOS8S: I am not responsi-
ble for Mr. Sommers or any other member
sittibg here. I have tried to make the
debate such that there should be no per-
sonalities. It is admitied that a grave
irregularity has taken place. Is it not so?
The hon. member does not reply, and
silence gives consent. It is as ovbious as
noon-day that such things should not be
repeated in future. I repeat that there is
every exeuse for baving oceupied an hour
of public time in showing that in regard
to the elections for the West Province
there was a grave irregularity committed.
I ask leave to withdraw the motion,

Motion by leave withdrawn.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. W. KINGSMILL
(for the Hon. D. G. Gawler) leave of ab-
sence for 12 consecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. A, Sanderson on the ground
of urgent private business,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.

Debate resumed from the previvous day.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): I
desire to express regret for my absence
during the first week of this debate. I
always look upon these discussions as de-
sirable and instructive, in spite of the
repetition that must ereep in in connee-
tion with many matters touched npon in
the Speech. At the outset T wish to eon-
gratulate the Government on the re-ap-
poiniment of Sir Newton Moore. He is
the right man in the right place,
and it is a good thing to know
that we have such a representative man
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to lock after our interests in the old
couniry, I am glad that the Government
have been more careful than previonsly
in their reference in the Speech to agri-
caltural matters. I refer to the separat-
ing of the older-settled distriets from the
newer-settled distriets. Previously, the
whole of the agricultural areas were
bunched together in one reference, and the
Premier was afterwards exercised con-
siderably in trying to explain away the
impression that he had made that agri-
eulture throughout the State was some-
what of a failare. The older districts have
never been a failure; at any rate in my
knowledge, extending over 25 years, they
have always shown a good return for
their agricultural work. Experience has
taught in this case, and I hope it always
will. I am glad that the Government in
the Speech before us have taken the
trouble to separafe the older-settled dis-
triets from the newer ones and that any
shorteomings in conneetion with land set-
tlement bave been debited to the newer
settled distriets. Knowing as I do the
pioneering difficulties of the older dis-
triets, I know that the newer ones cannot
be expected to make the same refurn
whilst they are vet in the making, and
naturally the older ones resent heing
hunched together with the districts which
are not yet able to make such a good
showing. T eannot congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the land settlement opera-
tions. In my opinion these have been
the reverse to what is said in the Speech,
and one has only to turn to the Statistical
Abstract to see that for himself., In 1910
there was 1.727,000 acres taken up under
eonditional purchase eonditions, which is
the best form of seftlement I know of; in
1911, 1,349,000 acres; in 1912, 1,191,000
acres, and for the six months of this year
only 271,000 acres. In face of these fig-
ures. ean the Government say that Jand
settlement is progressing satisfactorily?
I say they cannot. Tt is just the reverse.
How can it be otherwise, and how can the
falling off be prevented when we remem-
ber that the Minister for Lands, with his
dreamy and impracticable ideas, did by
one act destroy the confidence of the
financial institutions and the faith of the
merchants in the agricultural industry?

[COUNCIL.]

1t will take years to undo the mischief
created on that occasion, Unfortunately,
experience has not tanght in this case, and
it is regrettable that the Government have
not made an attempt to right the wrong
done to the agricultural industry when
the Minister for Lands issued those regu-
lations, The reference in the Speech to
the striking increase in the export of
wheat, tlour, and fruit, is good reading,
and this in spite of the drawback that re-
sulted from the action of the Minister for
Lands. I have no hesitation in saying,
knowing as 1 do the immense possibilities
of a large portion of the State—I refer
to the Great Southern from Narrogin to
Albany—that as far as wheat growing
ig concerned it has a great future. I say
that 50 bags of wheat will be grown in
the future for every one bag that is pro-
duced to-day. That is as far as the Great
Southern portion of the State is con-
cerned, and 50 cases of apples will be pro-
duced for export to every one case that
is being sent away to-day. It is clearly
to be seen that such will be the case, and
it must be recognised that apples will be
the by-product of the farmer. There are
enormous possibilities in the distriet re-
ferred to for mixed farming, and this is
staring us in the faee every day. It is
only a question of time aod labour. We
have the land, but we want sufficien{ time
and more suitable labour. To-day we are
not getting snitable labour, It is hopeless
to expeet that the export of apples will
inerease as it should do until we get more
suitable labour. T am taking wilth a grain
of salt the statement in the Speech that
the Government are withholding large
areas of land@ from settlement unfil their
snitableness for agrieulture be proved. T
do not like to make this statement but I
do believe within myself that the land is
being withheld for another purpose, that
it iz part and parcel of the Minister’s
dream to get it let out in the future on
leasehold eonditions. Congratulations are
duae to the Government for the attempt to
manufacture agricultural implements, We
know the farmers’ market to-day is the
market of the world. Our farmers are
competing with growers in other parts of
the world and we all know—those of us
who are interested in the farmer’s life—
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that our farmers pay a higher price for
agricnltural implements to-day than is
paid elsewhere. On barvesters alone no
less than £12 ean be saved in duty, there-
fore T am earnest when I say that the
Government are to be congratulated in
supplying this want, If this £12 of duty
on the harvester can be cut down to £6
the Government will be doing a great deal
of good to the farmers of the State. 1
trust the agricultural machinery works
will turn out a snceess. The extension of
the goldfields water supply to agricultural
areas is good in principle but bad in prac-
tice; this is owing to the outrageous
charges made for the water. The farmer
will not be able to live and prosper if he
has to continue to pay these charges. No
doubt the surplus water from the Mundar-
ing scheme could not be better used, but
it is impossible under the conditions laid
out. T mentioned this fact when the idea
was first mooted and the price was so
fixed that the farmers would be unable to
pay the amounts. I wish to refer to that
portion of the Speech in regard to the
gold mining industry. I am glad the pros-
pects are improving in this respecl, as we
notice by the returns. We all know the
great part this industry has played in the
past in this State. In regard to “the un-
precedented activity in the construction
of agriciltural railways,” this reads well;
but is it trne? Ts it a correet statement?
I have not been able to find out how many
of these railways were infrodnced and
passed by the previons Government and
how manly completed. The present Gov-
ernment have really carried out the works
initiated by their predecessors and they
have not done it as quickly as the railways
should have been construeted, and the rea-
son is to be found in the mode of proce-
dure. The Government will stick to the
day labour system, and those who have
seen the lines constructed by day Iabour
must acknowledge that they are not as
rood as those constructed under contraect.
T noticed on an extension eastward
from the Great Southern that the cut-
tings were not nearly as wide as they
should be and the timber was not cleared
away, [Under the day labour system we
shall never know the aetnal cost of the

railways, for I am sure that there is much
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more expense in supervision. There may
be a Iot of inspection work dome which
should never be charged directly to the
railways, therefore we shall never kmow
what the railways eost, The Government
ne doubt can be within the figures stated
but it is beyond doubt that officers may be
employed in eonnection with the day la-
hour system that would never be employed
by a contractor. The construction is bad,
aud the organisation of the Government
too small. The Government are practie-
ally trying to empty the ocean with a tea-
spoon. Yet the Government go on in this
quiet way, beasting great activity in rail-
way construction, Many lines have al-
ready been approved of by Parliament
during the last two or three years, and
these have not been put in hand.

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom: Where is
the money to come from?

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: The money was
practically provided. Does Sir Edward
Wittenoom think for one moment that we
are going to develop this country without
building railways? The money will come
when it is wanted and if we have to pay
more percentage we cannot ask the coun-
lry to stand still.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: A lot of money
went into the trams that should have gone
into the railways.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Yes, a lot of
money went into the purchase of trams
that shonld have gone into the building of
railways. The Perth tram purchase was
a good venture, but the Government should
not have made the purchase at this time.
In regard to the leasehold principle which
has been referred to by Mr. Patrick, the
Government are absolutely wrong. With-
out exception every man is looking for-
ward, at any rate ninety-nine per cent. of
them are, to the time when they will be
able to demand the freehold for their
leasehold. That happcned in New Zea-
land, and in every country in the world
where the system has been tried; it is only
waste of time to introduce this new prin-
ciple. Goodness knows there is every op-
portunity for the State benefiting. If
the Government want the land afterwards
they ean always find means of taking it.
The Siate can always get the value back
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but let the man in occupation have the
privilege of saying, “It is going to be mine
some day, absolutely mine” I want to
give the Government eredit for their well
doing in extending edueation facilities
throughout the State. They have done
wonders in this respect. The previous
Government did well also. I was sur-
prised io hear Mr. Ardagh yesterday stat-
ing that there were children 30 or 40 miles
from a railway and they could not get
educational facilities. But I know schools
that have been erected 40 to 50 miles from
a railway, some by the previous Govern-
ment and some by the present Govern-
ment. I do not think the Government are
to blame in this matter, but that the par-
ents of the children are fo blame in not
making application. I know of inspec-
tors who are going 40 to 50 miles from
the railways to schools that are erected
there. 1 see we are to have a re-hash of
our old enemy the Land and Income Tax
Bill. I hope the Governmeni will not
attempt on this oceasion to do away with
the deduction that has always in the past
been allowed to farmers of £250 as a re-
ward for improving his land. Tt is not
allowed in the case where improvement
was not required but was given as a re-
ward and was allowed under ecertain con-
ditions., T hope this provision will not be
struck out of the Bill as it was in the last
one which came to this House. The farm-
ers are entitled, if anyone in the State is
entitled, to consideration. The State will
lose nothing by it and it is a sort of re-
ward to help the farmers to push on with
their work. With regard to the income
tax, I trust, too, that this will not be in-
terfered with. I trust the Government
will go further and allow a reduchion of
£25 for every child under 16 years of age
instead of £10. In New Zealand this has
been done and if the Glovernment have a
proper consideration for parents they
shounld allow an extension in this direction.
In large families it means a great deal.
The principle has already been established
and I trnst the Government have not any
intention of interfering with the £10 al-
lowance, bat will adopt the New Zealand
system and make it £25 for each child. I
promise the Government to give close at-
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tention to the Traffic Bill when it comes
to this House. Members will remember
that we added 16 or 18 amendments to the
Bill last year. We should grant a rebate
to settlers who bave paid a direct tax to
the local body in the shape of a wheel taz.
I was recently in South Australia, our
sister State, and I took speecial care to
inguire into the matter and I find there
is no such thing as a wheel tax there, in
the farming districts anyway, and a
farmer I consulted there told me he paid
his local rates and had as many vehicles
as be liked. Mr. Moss of Narrogin was
recently in New Zealand and made in-
quiries there, and I hear that the settlers
in the Dominion know nothing of a wheel
tax. The Western Australian Government
have no right to tax the people twice. A
man is taxed directly through his land for
the upkeep of the road. The more he
progresses the more vehicles he will re-
quire. Assuming that he bas paid £10 in
local land taxes, and £5 In the wheel tax,
I say there should be a rebate to him, al-
though I admit that we must bave a wheel
tax to get at those who pay no land tax,
that is no loeal rate, yet use the voads, I
trust that the Government will take notice
of my remarks in this connection and
make inquiries regarding the practice else-
where., I believe that there is no wheel
tax in Victoria. A feature of tlre Traffie
Rill last session was that if a man taok
his harvester out of his field and went
into his neighbour’s he at onee was to pay
a tax on it. It was also provided that if
he took his cart, already licensed, to carry
his neighbour’s wheat, he at once became
2 common carrier under the measure, and
had to pay an additional lieense, This
was a monstrous provisien, and should not
be embodied in any Bill. We all know
that neighbours help one another, and I
can give an example of what is done in
this regard. Recently I happened to be
taking an inventory of a man’s machinery
in connection with a will. His son told

me that a certain machine did not belong
to his father, buf that the latter had only
a quarter share in it with neighbours, This
shows bhow they come together to assist
one another, and if is a very commendable
thing to do. I trust that there will be no
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clavse in the mew Traffie Bill that will
interfere with that. I ean quite under-
stand that an ordinary or common carrier
is very necessary, and we all realise that
he should pay a litile extra, the more so
if he is not paying anything directly
through the local land tax. T have heard
varions terms applied to the Governor’s
Speech, but I think that it is the most im-
portant we have ever had if one has re-
gard to the promises of Bills that are to
be laid before us, Apart from the two I
have already spoken of-—amendments of
the land tax and income tax and ibe
Traffic Bill—we find the Government pro-
mise us constitutional and electoral re-
forms; I do not suppose a more imporiant
matter could be brought before this Cham-
ber, They promise to deal with the liquor
traffie, rights in natural waters, and the
irrigation and drainage of land, the initia-
tive and referendum, local government,
and the valuation of land to provide uni-
formity in valuation. To deal thoronghly
with those measures it would take us until
Christmas, and they are of such import-
ance that I say the blessing of divine
Providence was pever more heeded in
Western Australia than it is now, I see
heaps of work before us, and I think if we
deal properly with these matters we will
be here until Christmas. With reference
to the Esperance railway, I bad fondly
hoped some returns would come from that
distriet to show the need of that line. Mr.
Patrick quoted some figures regarding the
returns from there Iast year, and I under-
stand they were from the Statistical Ab-
stract.

Hon. W, Patrick: That is so; they are
eorreet.

Hon, C. A. PTESSE: If so, this Cham-
ber will have to hesitate, notwithstanding
everything that has been said in favour of
this railway, before it can be sanctioned.
My strongest sympathy goes out to the
farmer, but I cannot see how this State
can afford that expense unless we have
something more satisfactory than the
figures produced by MMr. Patrick. The
Colonial Secretary has given us a very
glowing report of that distriet. Some
years ago I had the pleasure of travelling
with the Colonial Seeretary; we discussed
land questions nearly all the time. and at
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the finish I came to the conclusion that
the Colonial Secretary kmew nothing
about land settlement.

The Colonial Secretary: You agreed
with my views on the trip, but not when
you came back.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: I have no hesita-
tion in saying that I would not give 5s.
for the Colonial SBecretary’s report com-
pared with the figures that Mr. Patrick
quoted. I do not know that the Colonial
Secretary has been a student at any of
our agricultural farms, and I do not know
on what he based his report. T trust it
is true, as my fond hope has always been
to see the wheat belt follow the ecoast right
to Esperance and beyond. I am not
going to say that I am going o oppose
the Esperance railway. My mind is open,
but I want some better returns than those
produced by Mr., Patrick, I have not
been able to see the figures myself, but
the hon. member assures me they are such
as were published in the Statistical Ab-
straet. T want to say that I do not agree
with my colleague, the Hon. J. F. Cullen,
as to where this railway should run.
There is no use talking of the east and
west line. If it is to be built at all it
must go inte its nearest port. I strongly
resent the charge the (Government have
been laying at the door of the farmers,
and I trust that this Chamber will permit
me to eall for a return showing the actnal
expenditure that can he rightly charged
to revenue in connection with helping the
farmers. I know that certain help has
been given and I know that if the country
is any good at all the farmers will have
to pay every penny of it. In my own
business balance sheets I wonld show an
amount of this kind as an asset, but in
the annnal returns of the Goverment there
is no attempt to show this amount as an
asset, but simply a bald statement that
$0 much went out among the farmers. 1
want to urge upon the Government in
connection with this help that they bave
given that where the farmer is individu-
ally responsible I trust they will do the
proper thing and make & charge on his
properiy, allow him to pay the interest
until he is better established, and eventun-
ally collect the prineipal; but there is no
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use in trying to colleet this amount in the
following year, as the farmers have vari-
ous other bills to meet. Let the Govern-
ment collect interest on the amount and
give these men some encouragement to
pay up at a later date. Before I leave
the matter of the finances, I want to say
I am thoroughly ashamed of the shoriage
in the revenue. The Government have no
right to let that deficit accumulate. There
is no eanse for it that I can see, and I am
thoroughly ashamed to read time after
time of its growing proportions as com-
pared with the reports 1 have seen from
all the other States. In a general way
1 want to give the Government eredit for
having good intentions and honesty of
purpose. To-day I received a shock at
the charge which was laid, but as one
swallow does not make a summer, I am
not going to let that interfere with the
good opinion I have had. We all know
that the road to a certain place is paved
with good intentions, and unless the Gov-
ernment leave these steamship and
buteher’s shop ventures alone, T think
the road they will pave will be a very
broad one. FEach man in the community
should stand on his own individuality.
There again the Government are doing
harm. Under a Goverment system of
preference a man has only to become a
unionist and he can get fop pay.

Hon. F. Davis: What about the medical
and legal unions$

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: That has nothing
to do with this at all. Among the minor
questions I would like the Government to
deal with I want them to look into the
question of the ontrageous charges made
at terminal stations when goods are con-
signed to a man but not prepaid. In
some cases 25 fo 50 per cent. is charged,
and this should not be. In some instances
50 per cent. has to be contributed simply
because the consignor has not paid at
the other end. I trust that the Colonial
Secretary will make a note of this, ag
the charge is an extortion and should not
be allowed to exist. T trnst that the Gov-
ernment will look into the question of
reduction in rents. In fact, it means a
big reclassification, notably on the Mer-
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redin line, where the people thought they
were going to be near a railway, and
west of Katanning, where the lands have
been overvalned. I want the Government
to look into the question of giving relief
to the settler, which I have heard again
and again referred to by members of the
Ministry in favourable terms, but yet no
fryit has followed in that respect. Com-
ing to the gnestion of the unemployed, we
know there has certainly been an agita-
tion, although we have not heard so much
of it as we did. The uremployed sitnation
is principally due to the Government's
Workers’ Compensation Act, To-day the
farmer does not dare to put workers on
unless he insures them, or unless he is
prepared to take a sporting chance, so
the would-be worker has to drop off else-
where, and you get the unemployed. The
way out of this difficalty is through
national insurance, but the present Act
is the most one-eyed and lop-sided thing
I have ever seen. Under it the worker
never contributes one penny towards sav-
ing his own face, or establishing his own
position. The whole thing wants going
into again. 'Why should not the man be
asked to take his own proportion of the
risk, even if it is only a third? Unless
hon. members are prepared to do this the
only way out of the trouble is national
insurance. In econnection with harbour
improvements, I trust that the Government
will at last do justice to Albany, where
the trade is increasing and it is about
time the promise made by different Gov-
ernments—the present CGovernment are
not singular in that respect—should be
fulfilled.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan): I
do not like the debate to close without
sayving a few words. Before proeeeding
to deal with the matters more directly
mentioned in the Speeech, T claim the
privilege to deal with matters in general.
and I would like to refer to what todk
place before the tea adjournment. A seri-
ous charge was made by Mr, Moss against
the Government in conneetion with what
appears to have been a very irregular
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proceeding in respect to the recent elee-
tion for the West Provinee, and the Hon-
orary Minister, Mr. Dodd, in replying,
instead of endeavouring to justify the
position taken up by the Government, to
explain or apologise for it, endeavoured
to obseure the issue by making an attack.
This House and the country generally do
not want an attack; they want an ex-
planation of a very serious charge made
in ¢onnection with one of our most sacred
institutions. We have heard of the sqnid,
and we know what he does directly he is
touched. I am sorry the Honorary Min-
ister is not in his place, because I desire
to refer to the charge he threw out in
connection with the seleet committee on
the Wongan Hills railway. When the
hon. member first came into this Honse
we were all struck by his fair-mindedness;
we congratulated him npon it, and the
House thonght that althongh representing
the Labour party, he was a man able to
listen to reason. Many times he came to
the reseune of the Government, and with
his spirit of compromise and fair play
he gained the admiration of the House.
I was smong his many admirers. I am
sorry the hon. gentleman iz not improv-
ing. He said 1 should be the last to make
a charge against the Government. I have
& duty to my electors to perform. T heard
for the first time a very serions charge
against the Government, and because
I have what, in his opinion, is
the audacity to express my views of the
reply given by the leader of the House,
I offend Mr. Dodd, and he hurls charges
which, for the life of me, I eannot under-
stand. However, he said before tea that
he only wished the whole of the evidence
taken by the seleet ecommittee on the
Wongan Hills railway was given out to
the public. I then interjected that I had
nothing to fear from the publication of
that evidence, and T asked that it might
be made public. The hon. member is in
charge, with his colleagues, of the publie
purse, and if he and they think it of
snfficient importanee, and think it would
get rid of me out of the House, I chal-
lenge them to publish it. But the hon.
member attempts to et out of it by
whining that they have no money to spend
on that sort of thing. He makes a
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charge, and then runs away from it. I
will make a fair proposition to the hon.
member, or rather to the leader of the
House, in the absence of the hon. member.
If he can pick out from the evidence por-
tions which he thinks will help him to my
detriment, and will offer them to the Press
of the State, then if the Press refuse to
publish that evidence, I will pay for its
publication out of my own pocket. If
the hon. member will not do this, then if
he be a fair-minded man, he will for ever
hold his peace. The only charge I have
made against the Government was made
in June, 12 months ago, after my re-elec-
tion. I then said the Wongan Hills railway
line had been deviated to injure e and
the members of my family. That was
given to me by an official in the Railway
TDepartment, and was repeated more than
once; and T was very much incensed to
think that in order to vent a petty spleen
on me they should injure my neighbours
as well. T resented it, and said so in the
House. I asked for a select committee.
To the credit of the (Government they
threw no obstacle in the way of my getting
that committee. Very soon after the com-
mittee started to take evidence I found
that I had been misinformed, that there
was no evidence whatever to substan-
tiate the charge 1 had made against the
Government. ‘Thereupon I took the only
honourable course which appeared open
to me; I went immediately to the Pre-
mier and said “I have to apologise. I
made a charge against you and your Gov-
ernment which X find is untrue, and I
therefore tender you an apology, and I
intend to-morrow, when the House meets,
to state it publiely.” The Premier acted
like a man and said “Well, Mr. Sommers,
I have to thank you for your apology.
You have taken the right course, and I
give you every credit for it I felt that
I bad a duty to perform, and so I with-
drew from the position I had taken up.
Surely one would have thought that the
incident would end there, bearing in mind
that doring the Ilast elections I was
scandalously and maliciously victimised,
that insinuations were cast, and all sorts
of charges made against me. However, the
electors had made a proper answer—they
elected me by a big majority, and we
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heard no more from the Government, I
was prepared to let it close, but on every
oceasion the Honorary Minister snarls
that I should be the last one to level a
charge. I want this ended. Therefore I
challenge him—and I hope the Press will
publish the challenge to-morrow—to piek
out the spiey pieces of evidence which
he regrets were not made publie, and to
give them to the Press. Then, in the
event of the Press refusing to publish
them as news, I will pay for their pub-
lication,

The PRESIDENT: And now we will
have the Address-in-reply.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: All right, Sir,
thank you. I am something like yourself,
Sir, in that I do not like to sit down
and allow these insinnations to pass. I
have been 13 years in the House. It must
be that the thirteenth year is an unlucky
one. Perhaps that is the explanation of
these charges made sgainst me. I would
like to be good friends with the Govern-
ment. I have personal friends among the
Ministry, and I wonld be the first to give
them credit for good infentions. But to-
day my few remarks will be mostly of a
regretful nature, I am sorry to say.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: More in sorrow
than in anger.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Yes. But before
coming to those remarks of a regretfunl
nature, I will voice my salisfaction at the
reappointment of Sir Newton Moore as
Agent General in London. Under a poliey
of spoils to the victors the Government
could easily have given the post to one
of their supporters; but to their credit
they have given it to Sir Newton Moore,
and I congratulate them. T fall in with
the hope expressed in the Speech that the
good season, though late, will restore a
certain amount of lost confidence and
serve to remove some of the distress which
now exists amongst the farming commun-
ity. 1 hope it will belp the Government
before the close of the year to put the
finances in 2 better position than
thev are in at the present time.
Like other hon. members, I regret that
the deficit should have mounied up
to such an enormous firure. I regret
to see in the Speech that in the opinion
of the Government further taxation is
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necessary. To impose inereased taxation
ai this juneture would be ill-advised in-
deed. As a business man I know the dis-
tress which exists in the country, and
I sincerely hope the Governmenment will
reconsider the matter, and not impose
extra burdens at this juncture. If, later
on, it should be found unavoidable, then
the people will bow to the necessity. Bui
the Government, I think, are on the wrong
track in regard to trading concerns. All
of us in trade know that it takes the
utmost skill and attention to make ends
meet, let alone to make a profit. Yet we
have the Government going into sawmills,
implement works, butchers’ shops, trading
eoncerns, State steamers, and so on, It
is of no use; time will only increase the
deficit which will mount up over these
concerns, and I feel sorry that the Gov-
ernment should have embarked upon them.
We are only a small population, yet the
(Government are interfering with those
already in trade. We are having a hard
enough time, and it is almost impossible
for private individuals to compete with
the Glovernment. It is not fair. If these
people had heen making a profit it wonld
have been different, but now it is not pos-
sible for them to do so. A matter which
intimately concerns the Metropolitan Pro-
vinee is the question of sewerage. It is
not the Government’s fault that the pres-
ent system is not a success, because it
was inangurated before their time, but
there are many reasons for believing that
the system is a failare. We are frying
to make this a beautiful ecity, yet it seems
we are on the verge of turning our beauti-
ful river into a sewer. It is a mistake.
Maybe it is not too late te correct it.
The cost cannot be taken inte considera-
tion. If it is proved to be a failure, let
us face it right away. We will not blame
the Government for it—let us throw away
what we have gof and take up something
better.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: To follow the
dock.

Hon. C. SOMMERS : Yes, I take credit
on the score that T opposed that dock
to the utmost. T did not think it was an
opportune time, nor that the position was
right. 'We have lost the money, and in
respect to this sewerage scheme let us
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get the best of opinions from our de-
parimental officers and see if we are on
the right track. It we are wrong, let us
face the loss and have a different system
of seweraze. | would ltke to say a word
or two about the cost of house counec-
tions. It seems to be ruinous almost; it
is a very heavy burden, and I do not think
the public zet full value for the money
they bave spent. 1f the Government could
relieve the pressure and do this for less
montey than it is cosling now, they would
be doing roud work. It is no use taking
the mwoney from the people and squander-
inez it.  Then there is the matter of the
coustruetion  of  publie works by day
labour. It is the policy of the Govern-
ment, but I think it is wrong. If is too
costly. TUnder the day labour system the
railways take longer fo consiruct and we
never know when they are going to be
finished. Take the interest we Jose {through
the money lying idle in consequence of the
railway taking two or three vears to con-
struet where it couid be construeted in
one year. That difference is a very big
item. I know that in the eonstruetion of
these railwavs we are not getting a fair
day’s work from the men employed. be-
canse they are Government servants, and
they will not work the same for the Gov-
ernment as they will for a private eon-
tractor. And even if the contractor makes
a bit of profit. it would pay the Govern-
ment betfer in the long run than the day
labour system. We would do better under
the eontractsystem. We would get our rail-
ways finished much sooner, and the farm-
ers and others would get the use of the
railway. and we would earn money from
the earriage of goods. I wonld like to
know from the Minister, and I hope he
will have the opportunity of finding out
for me. some information in regard to this
Wongan-Mullewa line. The work has
heen poing on for a lonz time. and the
ganas of men have been a very long way
from their base, and goods, food, and
water have had to be carted immense dis-
tances. If a contractor did thines in that
manner away from his base it would roin
him. T have been informed. and I be-
lieve creditably, that railway ‘material has
been carted on the backs of camels from
stations on the Midland line eastward to
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the proposed Wongan Hills-Mullewa line.
I have been infurmed that even rails have
been carried on camels, On the goldfields
at one time a railway was built from
Boulder to the Hampton Plains district.
I was ooly a small affair for carrying
firewood and the train used to run past
a water standpipe to the terminus a few
miles further on. One dav a number of
camels proceeded to the terminus earrying
water which was emptied into the tank
from which the boiler of the engine was
replenished. The question was asked,
“Why do you cart water with camels?
Where do you get it from?” The answer
was, “We get it from the standpipe. seven
miles away.” The question was asked,
“Why do not you eart it down on the
tanks on the train 7’ The reply given was,
“T never thought of that. As a matter of
fart we had nothing for the camels to do
and sg, as we were bnying feed for them,
we deeided to use them to cart water.”
Possibly the Works Department have a
number of eamels with nothing to do, and
as they are buying feed for them they
may be nrilising them to eart this material
30 or 40 miles to the Wongan Hills-Mul-
lewa railway rather than have them idle.
I am not asserting from my own know-
ledge that this is true, but perhaps the
Minister will inquire into it. In regard
to the Fisperance railway it is proper that
I should say a word or two. I would like
to believe that there is n vast area of
splendid country in that distriet awaiting
development, capable of growing erops
in ordinary seasons and making the sue-
ressful settlement, which we have been
informed it will make, but T do not {think
the time is opportune even if the land is
there.

Hon. R. G. Ardaeh
the railway once.

Hon. C. BOMMERS :  Yes, that was
when I was youthfu) like the hon. mem-
ber, and as a goldfields resident, I was
led to believe that it was wanted. It
was a popular question and I think a
lot of us wanted fo open up a new port
at Esperance.

" Hon. W. Kingsmill: And you fell.

Hon. (. SOMMERS: Yes, I was
tempted. and I fell, but I have sinee seen
the error of my ways, and now T want to

(You supported
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be thoroughly convinced that this railway
will be in the best interests of the public.
I do not care if we have the rainfall and
the country as have been described, I say
that if is not an opportune time to bring
the Esperance Railway Bill in. Besides
it is not fair. Many railways have been
promised where settlers have gone out ¢n
the land and paid high prices for i,
where they are living at the present time
and are ready to produce the wheat, but
cannot get railway facilities. We have
been told by the Minister for Works that
he will not be able to commence some of
the railways for a considerable time. In
view of that, why bring on the Esperance
proposal? There are heaps of lines
nearer home where the Government have
been paid or are being paid for the land,
and yet the Government want to give pre-
ference to a line which will serve at pre-
sent only a few settlers, and ignore the
claims of other people who have a far
better and in fact, practically an assured
rainfall. I admire the way in which the
Hon, Mr, Kirwan is fighting for the
line. [ do not say that he deserves
suceess, because I do not think the line
will be in the best interests of the public
at the present time. But I will promise
that if T am in the House and if in the
meantime we adopt Mr. Paferson’s sug-
gestion to start a small Government farm
and enltivate an area to test the capabili-
ties of the land and the rainfall, then if
it is proved to be a suceess, every member
will be glad that we have a new province
in the State and wiil push it so that the
line may be bnilt in its turn. Had Mr.
Paterson’s proposal, which was made over
three years ago, been carried out, we
would have had the proof now. The
Colonial Seeretary need not have gone
down and travelled through the Esperance
distriet to estimate the height of the crops.
We should have had it from one of the
officials. We wonld have bad partieulars
that a man put in certain erops., certain
manunres were used, a certain rainfall was
registered, and he zot eertain resnlts.
Then when other lines were being pro-
mised the House would not he doing its
duty if it did not vote for a railway from
Norseman to Esperance, ¥ven now, T

hope that this measnre will not be unduly
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pressed, and I trust that the proposilion
made by Mr. Paterson will be carried out
by the Government and that in due course
the necessity for this line may be proved,
and that it will accomplish all that is
wished by its best supporters, and that the
Hon. Mr. Kirwan may be made happy
by seeing thousands of settlers living in
the area prosperons and contented, That
is all T have to say. I would not have said
as much as T have, but I did not like to
sit down under the insinnations and slurs
thrown out by the Honorary Minister. He
seamed to Lave lost his temper, but I have
no animosity against him, and I hope that
when he has had a sleep Le will refrain
from making these charges. T wish to
live in peace with all mankind, and parti-
eunlarly with the Ministry. 1 desire to
help them all T ean, though T do not be-
lieve in their policy, but if they show an
earnesiness to do what is right I will be
the first to help them,

Hon, R. D. MeKENZIE {North-East) :
I understand it is the wish of the leader
of the House to finish the debate this
evening, otherwise I should have preferred
to leave my few remarks till the next sit-
ting of the House,

The Colonial Secretary: T de not want
to restrict the debate .

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE : The leader of
the House says he does not want to res-
triet the debate, but T am prepared to
go on to-night. and I daresay it will be
possible to finish the debate. T would like
to congratulate the country, and incident-
ally ourselves, and the residents of West-
ern Australia on the magnificent rains we
have had during the past few weeks. The
season up to a cerfain stage looked as if
it would not be very good, but the rains
we have had quite recently have put the
result of the season heyond doubt, and we
may well congratulate ourselves on the
prospect of a hounteous harvest. It is
always refreshing to me to sit in my seat
and listen to the Hon. Mr, Piesse. He
is vepresenting one of the great primary
industries of Western Australia; he comes
from a ventre where wheat growing is
earried ou to a very large exfent, and he
has an intimate knowledge of the settlers
right throngh ihe agrieultural areas, and
anything he has to zay with regard to agri-
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culture has an enormous weight in this
House. Coming as I do from a different
part of Western Australia altogether,
where a differen} industry is earried oun,
it is more than pleasing to me to have the
assurance from the.experience and know-
ledge of the Hon, My, Piesse that things
are going on very well in the agricultural
distriets, During the conrse of the debate
the Administration whieh the present Gov-
ernment succeeded has been attacked.
Comparisons have heen made as to the
manner in which they administered the
affairs of Western Australia with the me-
thods of the Administration of the present
time. In the absence of the late leader
of this Chamber, I think it is my duty to
say a few words on this question and to
put the position before members as it
was when the previous Administration
took office, or rather when the Rason Gov-
ernment took office, because the Rason
Government was followed by the Moore
Government, and the Moore Governmend
by the Wilson Government. In 1904 the
first Labonr Administration took posses-
sion of the Treasury benches in Western
Australia.  Sir Walter James, who was
Treasurer at the time, was defeated and
handed in bis resignation, and Mr. Dag-
lish was invited to form a Ministry, which
he did. Af the time there was a surplus
in the Treasury of £83,364. At the end of
the following year. the frst year during
which the Labour Government held office,
there was a deficieney of £46,521, which
made a loss for that year of £129,885, not
too bad a deficiency to mount ap in one
single year, However, they went ont of
office in 1965, and a Liberal Government
took charge of the Treasury bench again.
To sueh good purpose did they manage
the affairs of the State that at the end
of the financial year, in 1911, there was a
surplus of £13.0600. Shortly after that
came their turn to relinquish office, and
the present Labour Government took
charge of the Treasury benches, and they
at the end of the financial wyear, 1913,
showed a deficiency of £311.515% and a
month later, namely to the end of July of
this year, they had increased this deficieney
by & further amount of £75,744, bringing
the deficieney on that date to £357,259.
or as Mr. Scaddan told a goldfields depu-

tation, who waited npon him some time
ago, asking for financial assistance, that, it
was not possible to grant their request be-
cause the State was going behind at the
rate of £1,000 a day. In addition to the
state of the finances in 1905, when the
first Labour Government were it power,
things in Western Australia were in a very
bad way. Employment was scaree, arti-
sans-were leaving the State, the popula-
tion was decreasing, factories were closing
up, wages were low, and stagnation was
the order of the day in Western .\ustralia.
Fortunately for YWestern Australia that
Administration did not remain in power
very long. T think its term of office ex-
tended over a little more than 12 months.
Then a Liberal Government by a policy
of active development of the matural re-
sources of the State, by capable and econo-
mic administration and economy in all the
various departments, lified the State out
of the slough of despond, and. as I have
said before, they handed over affairs to
the gedtlemen who now Bave possession
of the Treasury bench in a very buoyant
eondition indeed. Employment had be-
come plentiful by 1911, wages were high,
the agrienltural industry was progressing
by leaps and bounds, land settlement was
going on, railways were being built, the
timber trade was good, building was going
ahead satisfactorily in the city and in the
principal towns of the State, factories
were heing established, and moreover a
poliey of immigration had been institufed
by the Liberal Government, as a result of
which the best class of settlers were being
brought to Western Australia, T say that
in handing over the reins of government
to the Labour people the Wilson Govern-
ment had rnothing at all to regret. Rather
they had cause to be proud of the work
they had dome during the time they were
in office. They may have made mistakes,
but what man who is worth his salt does
not make mistakes? Their administra-
tion was eclean and capable and they had
something te be proud of in handing over
the affairs of the State when the time
came for them to do so. Tn all probability
the prezent will be the last session of this
Parliament. Tt may be that before the
end of June the House will be called te-
gether again, but T take it that if it is
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the object will be werely for the formal
granting of supply. Parliament expives
by efiluxion of time in September or Octo-
ber of next year, and I do not think that
the present Government will bring in any
legislation during any session they may
hold prior to the election next year. 1
consider that the Government were wise
in not attempting very much new
legislation in  the present session.
The Speech does not outline to any extent
new legislation. We are to have a good
many of our old friends put before us
in the way of the Traffic Bill, the Public
Works Committee Bill, and measures
dealing with the Esperance railway, the
amendment of the Mines Regulation MAet,
the liquor traffie, and taxation. Some of
these measures were hefore us last ses-
sion and some of them were thrown out
by this Chamber and others were dropped
by the Administration because of the ad-
verse amendments which were inserted by
thi= Honse. Some of these Bills I sup-
porfed and some I did not. When they
come hefore us again I shall be prepared
to listen to the further arguments which
mayv be brought forward in their favour
and give them that econsideration and
broad-minded attention which most mea-
sures et when they come before this
House. It iz our dnty to eriticise and
revire all measures that come before us,
and T think this lonse can fairly elaim
they have done that to the fallest exient
and they have always done it in the in-
terests of the State as a whole. It is,
perhaps, unfortunate that this Tlonse can-
not influence the administration of the
various Aets, but this must neees=arily
be left to the Ministers who are in con-
trol. They are responsible to Parliament
and to the coantry, hat it is n=sual, when
speaking on the Address-in-reply to take
the opportunity of eriticising the adminis-
tration of those who are in charme. T
should like to say that in September and
October, 1919, just prior to the last gen-
eral elections, all those who were standing
in the interests of the Labour partv were
going up and down the length and breadth
of the country, and the burden of their
song was that if they were returmed to
vower they wounld pledge themselves to
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reduce the cost of living, They wmade a
strong point of this, that thev intended
to give preference to wanionists, and the
righl to work was one of the planks of
their platform. That meant that they
were pledging themselves to find work
for every mau. Mind yon, there was to
he preference to unionists and the (iov-
ernment were to find work for everyone
who wanted it. They also pledged them-
selves to increase the wages and salaries
of Government servants and offieials, and

I think they «aid they would atso pledgze

themselves to reduce the honrs of labour.

Their first effort to make a reduelion in

the cost of living was hy the purchase

of weveral steament. The idea was that
they might hing meat down from the

North-Wesl and, as an adjunet to the

steamers, they decided 1o enter into the

buciness of retaiiing the meat and they
opened shops in the metropolitan area.

Tn addition to that, the Government

mledzed themselves to become fishmongers.

T believe it was the Colonial Secretary

wha in March of the following yvear stafed

that his first olject wonld he to get a

snitable steamer and he added that a

numher of versels had heen placed under

offer to the State. Then he added—

. We shall have men in Shark Bay to
catch the fish, which will he packed in
ica, cleaned ready for delivery, placed
in colil siorage and delivered to the
consumers in (fovernment carts speci-
ally eonstructed for the purpose. The
Covernment will refnil fich at the house-
holder’= doer for not more than five-
pence a pound, and this desirable con-
snmmation wight lic  confidently ex-
peeted in fwo or three wmonths,
The Colonial Secretarv: Where

that said?

Hon R. D. MeKENZIE: T am reading
an extract from the Sunday Times. This
then was the second method by which
the Government vere to bring about the
reducerd enst of Hving, TWe have not the
cheap fish vet and T do not think we have
ehieap meat either. In connection with
cheap meat the (Governmeni’s intention
was. and T believe they were honest in their
intentions, to reduce the eost of living, but
evidenlly it was their idea that only the

was
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people of the metropolitan area should
reap this benefit, becanse up to the pre-
sent time the large eentres of population
on the wsoldfields have not benefited to
the extenl of having bad butchers’ shops
eslablisied there.  The ordinary retail
cominon or carden variety of butcher is
good enough for the goldfields.

Hon. K. Gi. Avdash: They are going to
cpen sowe on the felds.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: I would net
like to say that I am very glad to hear
that.  Another way by which they pro-
posed to clieapen the cost of living was
l.y the reduction of rents, which were
verv high, and lie Government claimed
tlat the landlords wcre getting far too
great a return cn the money they had
invested, and tl:e way to reduce that was
by building workers’ homes. We all give
eredit to ile Covernment for bringing in
the WWorkers' Homes Act, a measure
which the previous Administration in-
tendad to place on the statute book. How-
ever. the Labour party eame into power,
passed the measusre and received the
eredit. Again. the vemarks T made with
reference to the intended reduection of the
price of neat, so far as the goldfields are
concerned, applv to this guestion of
workers’ homes. It is evidently not the
inteni’on of the Government to give
facilities to the goldiields people to take
advantage of the Workers' Homes Act, be-
eause up to the present time, according
to the reply given by Lhe Colonial Seere-
ltary ro a quesiicn ashed by Mr, Kirwan
yesterday, only £310 hus heen invested in
workers’ homes on the PEastern Gold-
fields. T asked the question myself last
year as to whether the Government were
goinz to give faeilities to people making
aplieation from the goldfields but I got
rather an evasive answer and allowed the
matter to stand over till this year. I say
now, unless the Government are going to
give the same facilities to the Eastern
Goldfields as they are giving to the people
in the metropolitan area, then they are
not true to their pledges to the people of
Western Australia, when they promised
to reduce the cost of living per medium
of thece homes. The Government prob-
ably realise now that esperience in the
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management and coutrol of hig affairs
counts for a good denl. 3ost large busi-
nesses are controlled by men who have
had life-long experience. When a man
takes charge of a biz department without
having had experience, ounly one result
can follow. There must be serious mis-
takes. It would not matter so much if
these mistakes were not repeated and I
hope the Government will seriously con-
sider the position and benelit by the mis-
fakes they have made and see that the
errors will not be repeated in the im-
mediate futvre. There is no doubt much
good work has been done by the present
Administration following on the lines of
previons Governments, Their act
amalgamating the various water supply
departments was undoubtedly good. The
amalgamation stands for economy and
better administration. One thing I am
pleased to see that they have taken in
band, and that is the construction of the
storage reservoir on the Eastern Goldfields.
This is a matter I mentioned last year
when speaking on the Address-in-reply.
It is of great importance and bad been un-
der consideration by the previeus Admin-
istration. There might be an accident at
any time to the pipe line. It is public
property that the pipes are eorroded and a
serious break way ocenr at any moment.
There is storage eapacity in Kalgoorlie for
only two or three days' supply, Xow the
Government are putting down an immense
storage reservoir in Kalgeorlie and during
the winter months when the eonsumption
is not so great, the purpose is to fill that
reservoir 50 that instead of there being
only a two or three days’ supplv, T under-
stand there will be a three or four weeks’
supply, Another good thing the Govern-
ment have done is the passing of legisla-
tion of a humanitarian character. I re-
fer to the scheme for the erection of a
sanateritm in the hills. For some years
we have had an institution in Coolgardie
which has done a great deal of good work
in the way of accommodating people whe
are unfortunately suffering from con-
snmption. Now the Government are carry-
ing out the idea which I believe emanated
from the Health Department. of transfer-
ring this sanatorinm to the hills, Regard-
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ing the Education Department, I was glad
to hear Mr, Piesse make some references
to what was being done in the country. I
have been through the country distriets
on several oceasions latelyv and T have
noted with pleasure the way in which the
Government are building small schools;
even where there are noi sufficient children
to warrani a school the department are
providing a governess, who is boarded by
one of the farmers, to undertake the edu-
cation of, perhaps, half a dozen (‘bildren
mn the immediate vicinity. They nre
also following the good lines laid down

by their predecessors in the estab-
lishment of secondary schools and
technieal schools where domestic econ-
omy ix  taught; and the Govern-

ment have also added the ecoping stone
fo the educational system of Western Aus-
tralia by establishing the TUniversiiy.
They had the honour and pleasure of
appointing the first Senate .and that is
now engaged in its important work with
the professors and leeturers. We have an
educational systemn now from the kinder-
garten to the University which any State
might well be proud of. The Government
shounld also be given eredit to a very large
extent for having kept industrial peace on
the goldfields. There was every danger
during the last year or two of an indus-
trial npheaval and naturally every one in
Western Australia must be thankful that
good counsels prevailed, and that moder-
ate men such as the Honorary Minister in
this House, and others, used their in-
fluence to such advantage, and so assured
industrial peace for two years to come.
This is of great importance to Western
Australia, and the Government deserve
every credit for the step they have taken
in the matter. With other members, I
desire fo congratulate the Government on
the reappointment of Sir Newton Moore
as Apent General. I think when Mr.
Scaddan was in London a few months ago,
he found that Sir Newton Moore was of
great assistanee to him in connection with
the flotation of the loan of two millions.
The Government have also, I helieve, is-
sued instructions, if they have not already
let econtracts, for the establishment of

abaitoirs- and saleyards in various parts
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of the Stale. I am only sorry that I can-
not congratulate them on being about fo
erect cool storage works in the north-west
of the State. T believe if the Government
had done that instead of going into the
steamer business and the opening of
bntehers’ shops, by this time there
would have been a reduction in the eost of
living in the way of cheap meat. Mis-
takes seem to have followed the Adminis-
tration when they made any distinet de-
partare from the previously laid down
rules of administration, and when they
went into socialistic ventures disasters
overtovk them in quick saccession. T trust
that the experience they have had in
eonnection with the shipping business and
butcher shops will teach them eaution in
the new ventures they are now going into.
I understand that before long we shall
have a large faetory turning out agrieul-
{ural machinery, and a large brick-making
plant in  operation; a econtract 15 at
present in hand for supplying sleepers,
and the Government have also got the
powellising contract, the terms of which
were made snch a secret and to which so
mueh mystery has been attached. I am
also pleased that the Government have not
carried out their intention of putting the
railways of Western Australia under Min-
isterial control. 1 am not quite sure that
it was the intention of the Government to
do that. I understand that it was cauens
that expressed approval of having the
railways under Ministerial eontrol, but by
the re-appointment of Mr. Short to the
position of Commissioner of Railways for
a term of years the question of Ministerial
control of the railways is placed ontside
the scope of practical politics for the time
being. The Perth trams have been men-
tioned this evening. When their purchase
was before the House last session I op-
posed it with all my strength, but the Gov-
ernment were able to earrv their measure
through both Houses of Parliament, and
bought the trams. My principal reason
for objecting to the purcbase was that in
a country like this, which is erying out for
agricultural railways and for the develop-
ment of its natural resources, we wanted
all the money it is possible to get, and it

. was a mistake to ear-mark half a million
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of money to be handed over to the tram-
way shareltolders in London. The company
could well have carried on for a few more
years, or, if the municipality wanted the
trams they could have bought them on
terms or the eouncil could have raised the
money, and the borrowing powers of the
State would not have been interfered with,
I believe that out of two million pounds
raised by Mr. Scaddan in London recently
£700.000 was required in Loudon for in-
terest on previous loans, and half a mil-
lion was handed over to the tramway eom-
pany, beeause, I am told, that instead of
taking honds as it was thought they would,
they demanded cash,

The Colonial Secretary: The loans were
raised by previous Governments.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: My argument
is that if the Government had not pur-
chased the trams they would have had balf
a million of money for necessary develop-
mental works.

Hon, R. (.. Ardagh: The trams are a
very good asset.

Hon, R. D, McKENZIE: I quite agree
with the hon. memher, but we might have
a good asset and yet be starving, hecause
an asset is not always realisable. With
regard to the new legislation that is com-
ing forward, I understand that it is the
Government’s intention to provide for'a
land valuation board., I think the House
will need to be careful as to how this
measure is allowed to go through. I hope
it is not to have any confiscatory clauses
in it. T hope the Government are not
going to value the land in boom times,
and then in a year or two, when there has
been a big reduction in the price of land,
come along and resume land at prices a
great deal lower than the proprietors paid
for it. A ease in point was mentioned
by Mr. Sommers, that of a eorner block
in Hay-street, Perth, which was purchased
for between £60,000 and £70,000, but I do
not think the block would realise that
sum to-day. If it were valued by the Gov-
ernment valuer at a lower price than the
proprietor paid for it, would the Govern-
ment be able to come along and compel
him to take that price? It would be a
distinet injustice if they could, and I hope
the Honse will be careful in conmection
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with that measure. A taxation measure
is also to come forward again, and I, for
one, shall be very cautious as io how I
give permission to the Government to in-
crease direct taxation. At all events, until
we see on the part of the Government a
desire for economy in all the departments,
and until we have an assurance that the
only way out of the difficulty is by direct
taxation, we sbould be very careful what
we do in that matter. Now, with regard
to the mining industry, the report of the
Mines Department was laid on the table
the other day. It is not good reading hy
any means. The Speech of the Governor
dismisses the industry with a few pious
remarks, just as it did last year. I feel
a great deal of regret that members who
are representing the mining industry in
this House and in another place have had
little or nothing to say in eonnection with
this great industry, beeause it is the prim-
ary industry of Western Australia, It is
a grand industry which, in ike course
of the last 20 years has produced
£111,000,000 sterling and paid dividends
amounting to £23,000,000, or equal to 21
per cent. of the total prodnetion of gold.

Hon. R. G- Ardagh: Where do the divi-
dends go?

Hon, R. D. McKENZIE: It is not a
question of where they go: it was British
eapital that ecame here to develop the
mines.

Hon. W. Kingsnill : They earn the divi-
dends do they not?

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: Certainly.
There is a nice golden egz being laid at
Ealgoorlie every fortnight, ‘and it is laid
because of British capital coming here
to open up our mines, and anyone who
takes steps to kill the goose that lays that
golden egy does not deserve to be in the
publie life of the State. The industry
is employing 15,000 men—unfortunately
1,500 less than in the previous year, thus
showing that the indusiry is not getting
the support it should—and pays them a
high rate of wages. 1 have no doubt that
at least each of these men earries five of
the population on his back, thus making a
population of 75,000 directly dependent
on the mining industry. Js this not an
industry worth fostering? Hitherto the
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system of tostering the industry has been
by a system of State hatteries throughont
the mining districts, water supplies, loans
under the Mining Development Aect, bor-
ing by diamond drilling on the subsidy
svstem, and by loans to prospectors
of plant such us horses, camels, carts and
tools uitable for prospecting., I am guite
prepared to admit that the Minister in
charve of the Mines Department at the
present tine has followed along these oled
lines, He has built new batteries; he
has provided further waler supplies; he
has lent muoney io people who are trying
to develop smull leuses, and has also sub-
sidised people i'or boring by diamowl
drilling, but in spile of this, we find that
from year to year the industry is declin-
ing. I[n a great country like this, where
the anriferous belt is so vast and the pos-
sibilities are so ninmense this should not
e, Surely more initiative should he
shown. The prospector should be assisted
more than he is at the present time. He
is the backhone of the indunstry in its
last resort. Unless we have the prospec-
tor zoing out and new finds heing made
the industry must gradually decline. A
mine is not like a farm which improves
with age and tillage: every ounce of
gold that is taken ont of a mine makes
it so much the poorer. The Minister for
Mines should have more initiative. He
should keep himself more in touch wiih
the prospertors. The associations on the
goldfields have made certain recommenda-
tions to him from time to time, but up
to the present they have not had a very
areat amount’ of success. One thing sug-
gested was the institution of a system of
mining hoards. This is a system that has
been tried in other parts of Australia. In
some places it has proved a failure, but
becanse it has been a failure elsewhere
that 1s no reason why it should be a failure
here, It should be given a trial, at any
rate, and if it proves a failure it ean be
witlelrawn afterwards. The trouble would
be to @et the proper men on the board.
A proposal was made that a member of
the Kalzoorlie Municipal Couneil, a mem-
ber of the Boulder council, and a member
of the roads hoard should constitute the
mning board for that distriet. Ia my
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opinion that would be altorether wrong.
If we are to have a minin ghoard we must
be careful of the kind of men we put on
it. At the same time the proposal to es-
tahlish these boards is worthy of the atten-
tion of the Minister, and [ hope that he
will look into it. We want to get away
from the awful groove into which the
Mines Depaitment ts gettine. The Mines
Department oflicials in Perth are entirely
out of touch wilh the goldfields and their
requirements. The Mines office in Kal-
zoorlie Is simply a receiving office  for
fees, Very litile information ecan he
got up there, and the officials in the erth
ullice very ravely visit the goldfields. Tlhe
State Mining Engineer, a gentleman who,
[ helieve, lias very high qualifieaiions,
gits in an oftiee in Perth doing adminis-
trative work. e shonld be vesident on
the goldfields and live amongst the min-
ing population so that he might know
exaclly what is going on. If the Govern-
ment will galvanise life inte the officials
in Perth and shift the State Mining Fn-
zineer to Kalgoorlie or some other gold-
fields centre, T believe there will be a
change for the better in the mining indus-
try in the very near futnre. During the
past few weeks there have been some very
good developments in the larcer mines at
Kalgoorlie. Only the other day we re-
céived word that the Tvanhoe had passed
through the poor zon~ anl strurk good
ore helow. That news s of the 2reatest
importance to all peop!s in Western Aus-
tralia, hut not only is that wmine doing
well; other mines kave been looking very
well during the past few months. But I
would remind the House that these bix
mines do not constitute the mining in-
dustry. Unless new shows are beinz found
continnonsly the industry must be a dving
concern, and T do appeal to the Minister
for Mines to throw his energies into the
matter, and if he has no ideas of
his own, to. at all events, offer an
incentive to the officials under him to
mive him some ideas as o what would be
the best method of galvanising the indus-
try inte life. When T was in America
some years age I was moing through a
larze commercial establishment, a place
of many storeys, and as we walked from
tlrar to floor I noticed on the top of the
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stairs on each floor a box labelled “ideas.”
I asked what the reason was, and it was
slated that there was a prize of five dollars
given by the direclors of the concern every
{ime the board met for the best idea put
in by one of the employees. There was a
box on every floor, and on the day that
the hoard met they were brought down
and the directors went through the ideas
submitted, If something of that kind were
infroduced in the Mines Department I
think it would be worth while. 1 notice
that the eminent geologist, 1)r. McLaren.
has been paving another visit to the gold-
fields. Some years ago he made an exami-
nation of the country around Kalgeorlie
on behalf of the companies. His repori
was not made public. but T believe that it
could be if the Governmenl paid a fee,
and T think that the eompanies would
give their pevmission; they could not
wake that report publie withoul such per-
mission as the companies are under a
bond. At the same time the Government
conld get Dr. McLaren to bring the in-
formation right up to date. T do hope
the Government are not mning to trv fo
hamper the industry by endeavouring to
bring in a new Mines Regulation Bill dur-
ing the present session. Many of the
mines working in the Eastern goldfields
have now got so low in the grade of ore
that it is a question whether they are
paying or not, 1 have heard that one
large mine in Kalgoorlie during last year
made a loss of £€3.000 and the adminis-
tration are endeavouring to see whether
they can ecanomise furlher so as per-
haps to turn that £3.000 loss inte a small
profit. 8o long as they are paying work-
ing expenses they keep going, but once
thex begin to show a loss vear after year
the end is nei far off, and such resnlis
would have the effect of throwing hund-
reds of men ont of employment.  In con-
nection with the Early Closing Aet. I
would like to j.eint out that in 1902 there
was a measure placed on the statute-hook
whicl: gave the privileze of early closing
to the emplovees in the State of Western
Anstralin. Provision was made m that
Act for firms to bring their employees
back after the ordinary elosing hours for
12 nights in any one half-vear for the

purpose of stocktaking, Tt was termed
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the stocklaking elause. That clause has
never been repealed, alihough the Aet has
been amended on several oecasions, the
last oceasioun being 1912, That elause
has rather been re-affirmed, and last vear,
when it was before the House, only a
slight alteration was made in it; there
was no change with rezard to bring-
ing back emplovees 12 nights in any
half-year. TInspectors in Perth are well
aware of the faet that firms in Perth
bring their emplovees baek, perhaps not
for 12 nights in each balf-vear, but they
do bring them back for stocktaking pur-
poses, but there has never been anvy pro-
secution in Perth in the matter. XNotice
was, however, given quite recenfly on the
goldfields that there were to be prosecu-
tions there.

Hon. R. (+. Ardagh: There have heen
prosécutions in Perth,

Hon. R. D, MeKEXNZ11: Not in con-
nection with this clause. 1 lave been
making inguiries during the last few
dayvs. On the goldfields instructions have
been issued for prosecutions to be made.
The intention of the Legislature was very
clear. The stocktaking clause has never
been struek out of the Act. Tt is still
there, and the Government know the fair-
ness of it. In spite of that thex have
gone to the poldfields and prosecuted peo-
ple there. although the firms on the gold-
fields who have been prosecuted are per-
haps the fairest emplovers of labour in
Western Australin,  They do not waork
their employees as much as they are en-
titled to: they give them a fortnight’s holi-
day every year on full pay. and also pay
themn while they are away ill. The em-
ployvees know the necessity of going back
for stocktaking. The only one conclusion
T e¢an eome to is that becanse the
goldfields are a [ahour enmmunify
the Government think they bhave a
arealer chance nf winning there than in
Perth. The same thing bas been carrvied
on in Perth for years, and the firms can-
not do without it. The intention of the
legislature was that the stocktaking c¢lause
should remair in the Aet. and the Gov-
ernment know that, vet in spite of that
ihey are making these proseeutions. I

have just haet a teleeram from the mold-
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fields saying that the magisirate has given
his decision against the employers,

Hon. A. (. Jenkins: But they have the
right to appeal.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: Appeals are
costly. 1 hope the leader of the House
will have that Aect brought before us
during the present sessioh, and see that
the matter is made clear at all events.
1t the Government are going to strike that
clause out of the Bill let them strike it
out, but let evervone know how the matter
stands. T sapport the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropoli-
tan): Selom I think has there been a
Speech before the House in which so
little is stated about the new programme
of the Government or rather the manner
in which they intend to ecarry out.that
programme. I will refer to that, but be-
fore doing so T would like to answer some
remarks that fell from the Hon. J. W.
Kirwan. | mueh regret the hon. member
is not in his plaee this evening, and {hat
T was not able to speak when he was
in the House. That gentleman gave us
the other night what practically amounted
to a lecture as to the hostile attitnde
some of the members of the Chamber had
adopted towards the Government. To
earry that hon. member's remarks to a
logieal eonclusion is to say that this House
should not in any way ohsiruet legisla-
tion which is brought forward by any
Government. no matter whether a Tiberal
or a Labour Government. He seems to
think {hat this House shonld simply sit
here for the purpose of putting on the
statute-book any legislation that is hrought
forward or comes from another place
simply because another place is supposed
to represent the will of the people. That
expression “will of the people” is a very
awe-inspiring term, and some members of
this Chamber are never tired of using it.
They seem to flunk that there is some-
thing magical in the words. and they
kold them over this House something like
the sword of Damocles. One sometimes
reads of attacks made upon this House
by irresponsible aritators who care very
little for the welfare of the State as 2
whole and have very little interest in it

[COUNCIL.)

These attacks, as a rule, are hardly worth
taking notice of, but when we find that
lately Ministers of the Crown—I do not
say that in any offensive way, or with
reference to apy Ministers of the Crown
in this Chamber—some Ministers think to
carry out the old adage of abusing the
other fellow if you cannot answer his
ease. When a Minister of the Crown sees
fit to make such assertions it is necessary
to reply to ithem, and when a member like
the Hon. J. W, Ilirwan, who seemed the
other night to ocenpy the position of
leader of the party in this House, attacks
this House, and cannot find words severe
enough in his condemnation, then I think
it is time to take the hon. member to
task and show him to some extent bow
he may let his little prejudices run away
with his reason. The first matter he dealt
with the other night was to take the House
to task beeause it had passed the amend-
ment moved by the Hon. M. L, Moss to
the Governor’s Speech last session. I
wonld like to take the hon. member back
to 1898, which was the vear when 1 first
had the lonour to become a member of
this Chamber, .As the youngest member
T was asked by the then Premier to move
the Address-in-reply. 1 did so. and in
reply to my speech a motion was sub-
milted by the Hon. R. 8. Haynes. then
one of the members for the Central Pro-
vinee. This was the amendment the hon.
member moved—

We, however, desire to express our
disapproval of the proposal for re-
appropriation contained in paragraph
26 of Your Excellency’s Speech. This
course is in our apinion one whiech
should not he followed as it practically
commitz the (olony fo an expenditure
without previously having made due
provision for pavment, and we Ffeel
that it would be unwise at the present
time directly or indireetly to inerease
the indebtedness of the Colony by
raisinz furiher loans or doing anvthing
that would neeessitate so doing until
we have at least exhausted the present
authorisation.

That was a very far reaching amend-
ment, and was verv severe in its terms,
as it practieally instrueted the Govern-
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ment not o commence any new works at
all. This amendment was adopted and
carried.

The Colonial Secretary: Not Lhat par-
ticular one?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: That particu-
lar amendment was carried. It 1s in Han-
sard, and the Minister can see it. The
Hon. J. W. Kirwan was at that time pro-
prietor of the Kalgoorlie Miner and its
editor. On the carrying of this amend-
ment this paper published a leading
article, and I think that extraets from
that leading arlicle should make very nice
reading. in view of the remarks of the
lion. member the other evening. The
article was headed “The first check,” and
stated—

A general feeling of anxiety has
heen growing up . ., . . and if the
gentlemen present, including the Upper,
House majority that lately defeated the
Government on the same question re-
main true to the interests of the coun-
try, the power of the Ministry to do
wrong will be seriously curtailed. The
defeat of the Government by nine votes
to seven in the Legislative Council on
the motion of Mr. R. S. Haynes, who
moved an amendment on the Address-
in-reply, may be said to he the first
serious check received by the Govern-
ment during a lone and hitherto almost
unassailable tenure of office.

Then he goes on—

Although an adverse vote in the Le-

gislative Council is not nearly ofgs0

much importance as the same would be
in the Assembly, still as the Govern-
ment must have a majority in beth

Houses to be ahle to earry on husiness,

its present position eannot be said to

be so cheery as its friends might desive.
He goes on—

It may be gathered. therefore, that
the existing ountlook is not so bright
as might be wished for from a Minis-
terial point of view. Nothing is as a
rule so disastrous to a country as the
Government being so strong that it can
do anything it pleases, more especially
if the said Government be inelined to
be extravagant or overbearing or not
over much troubled by seruples. From
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the aspect of affairs as they now stand
in the Legislative (‘ouneil it would seem
that at the least a handsome check can
be maintained over the ways and do-
ings of our rnlers who have hitherto
gone on the uneven tenor of their jour-
ney unheeding of atterapts at remon-
strating. This is all as it should be. So
much for the situation as far as the
TUpper House is concerned, which cer-
tainly makes the outlook tor the ecoun-
try more cheerful than could formerly
have been hoped for. It may reason-
ably be assumed that the adverse party
in that Chamber will remain strong en-
ongh at least to prevent anvthing of a
very flagrant nature from being per-

petrated.
It is very interesting to see with what
eomplacency the hon. member then

viewed the passing of an amendment,
a most conservative amendment. an in-
vitation to a Government to stop all
public works in the State—it is very
interesting to see, how that gentleman
viewed the passing of that resolution in
1898 and how he views the passing of
another amendmeni nothing hike so seri-
ons as the first——
Hon. W, Kipgsmill :
on that oceasion ?
Hon. A. G. JENKINS : He was not
in the House then. He also said in
anolher article referine to the passing
of this earlicr amendment
Tt is a decided advanee on the state
of affairs existing formerly. and with
this division taken in conjunetion with
the defeat ot the Government in the
Leeislative Council, should prove a
verv salutarv lesson to the Govern-
ment.

And again on 4th July, 1898, he said—

A general feeling of anxiety has
leen growing up, and if the gentlemen
present. ineclnding the Upper House
majority which lately defeated the
Government on the same question. re-
main true to the interests of the
country, the power of the Ministry to
do wrong will be seriously eurtailed.
T am sorry the hon. member is not here,
but doubtless he will find an opportun-
ity later on in the session of explaining

How did he vote




the ditference in the atiitude he adopted
in respect to the amendment moved by
My, Moss, which was yuite a mild one, The
amendinent moved by Mr. Moss was to
excise all the words atter “sovereign” with
a view of inserting the following words :—
And to protest against expenditure
ineurred by Your Excellency's Minis-
ters without an et of Appropriation,
auch procedure heing derozatory to the
vrivileses of Darliament and subver-
sive of the (‘gnstilution, while in ad-
dition thereto the proposal contained
in Your Fxeelleney's Speceh implying
that a ratifieation by the Legislative
Assembly of such unauthorised expen-
diture is sufticient in law ignores the
vonstitittional rights of the Legislative
Couneil.
There is nothine terrible in that. T
think even the (Government would aec-
cept it. It seeks to prevent the Gov-
ernment from ineurrireg nnanthovised ex-
penditure without #n Aet or Parliament.
I do not think even the (iovernment
themselves wish to do that. Thev ex-
plained the appropriation of that money
it rezard to the steamers, and declared
that they had mone the rizht way about
it. However., the Council thought Aifi-
ferently, and passed Mr. Moss’s amend-
ment.  Ton 1898 the amendment was to
) rotest asainst reappropriation. What the
hon. member thoughi was quite wreng
in 1898 was quite right in 1913, He
referred awzain {o this House having
dropped several measures whiek the
majority of the peopte and, he said, pub-
lic  opinion, wanted to have passed.
Seeing that they eome from the hon,
member, I say iliese thines must be
answered. Tirst of all, take the Esper-
ance railway. Do hon, members contend
that a majority of the people of Western
Anstralia desire that line now ? If they
do, I venture to join issue with them.
Many years ago there was a great de-
mand for it. and with others I myself, re-
presenting a goldfields constituency, sup-
ported that line, but on erounds not one
of whieh exist to-day. Now the line is
required as a purely aerienltural line,
and T say the facts and arguments put
forward for the line as an agrieualtnral

[COUNCIL.)

proposition de not justify its consirue-
tion. But I will say that it additional
facts are put forward in the House, and
if T am satistied with the correctness of
Lhese faets, I cerininly will vote for the
line; beeause like other members I would
be only too pleased to see another great
provinee of wheat bearing land added to
the State. The hon. membor referred to
the Pnblic Works Committee Bill, and said
that the majority of the people desire it.
A majority in his provinee inay, but a
majority of people in my provinee are
wast hitterly opyposed to it, and, with the
exception of one or two strong supporters
of the Government, one can hardly find
amung his acquaintanees a single person
in favour of it. Personally T view it as
other members do. I think this com-
mittee ean do no good at all. We have
at the present time gentlemen who can
advise us, gentlemen who owe their posi-
tions to their ability in various depart-
ments, and who can give us all the adviee
we require when the question of n publie
work is heing dehated in Parliament.
This Public Works Commitfee Bill ean
only he a sort of gift in the hands of the
Goevernment for the time heing to a few
supporters who may not attain t¢he posi-
tions they want; it will afford a nice com-
fortable hillet with very little work to

do and a decent salary attached. Then
there is the Public Works Bill. That

was one the most confiscatory measures
ever inlroduced in auy Parliament, Could
the han, member stand on any platform
in*Western Aunstralia hefore Legislative
(ouncil electors and justify that Bill? It
simplv meant that anyhody fortunate
enoneh to have any property counld have
that property taken away from him by
the Government without fair compensa-
tion. Nobodv desires that. T do not
think the Government knew when they
introduced the Bill what a far-reaching
effeet it wonld have., To n certain extent
I am horne out in that becanse last
session that Bill was not reintroduced by
the Government. T do not know whether
they intend fo reintroduce it this session,
hut there is no mention of it in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, and I hope the Govern-

ment have decided not to reintrodnce a
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Bill the provisions of which were so
ufair that nobhody would be justified in
patsing it. .And if they do reiniroduce
it I Lope they will frame it in such a
way that if a8 person is deprived of his
lund he will receive fair compensation.
Cuder the Bill as it came tu us he would
receive no compensation at all. Then we
have the Timber Lines Bill referred to
by the hon, member. That Bill was in-
troduced by a private member and nnt by
the Government at all. There was no
urgent demand for it. AMr, (’Loghien
introfduced it, and its defeat was taken
gunietly: there was no ontery about it
Then the first State Hotels Bill was re-
jeeted beeanse it gave power to the Gov-
ernment to build a Staie liotel anywhere
and in any distriet without any anthority
whatever. The House thought that that
was not a proper power to give to any
Government, and they rejected it, Again
there was no public outery. The Govern-
ment’s own supporters, the Allianee. for
the time heing were rather glad of ifs
defeat, Tnder a Bill of this deserintion
the Government could have hnilt a State
hotel wherever they wished, notwith-
standing any adverse vote in the con-
stitueney and notwithstanding the op-
position of the whole of the electors
of the district. T do not suppose
they wouid have done so, T do not sup-
pose they would have been so foolish;
still it zave them the power, and although
the Government were not going to use
that power, it was there, T think no such
power should be given in any Aet of
Parliament. The second State Hotels
Bill. whieh is said to have been rejected
by this Honse. was not rejected. It
was a Bill te provide a State hotel at
Wongan Hills and anolher at Rottnest.
The Premier said it gave power also to
continne the Yallingup and Gwalia State
hotels, which he said were being carried
on without proper authority. The Coun-
cil amended the Bill by striking out the
reference to Rottmest hotel. The Bill
went back to the Assembly, and the Pre-
mier, practically in a fit of pique, dropped
the whole Bill beeause he could not get
his Rottnest hotel. And, apparently, he
ig still continuing the poliey of earrying
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on the Gwalia and Yallingup bLotels with-
out proper anthority. This Honse merely
made a slight amendment, wherenpon this
Bill was dropped. In regard to the Land
Aect Amendmemt Bill, there was no great
publie outery about the rvejection of that
measure, a measure whieh practically caa-
celled freeholds and would have every-
thing leasehold. This, of eourse, could
have only one ultimate end, that is to
say, the entire abolition of all freeholds.
Every bit of freehold would have to be
resnmed by the Government at some time
or another and beeome a leasehold. Of
course there is seareely money enongh in
all Australia to carry out such a poliey.
The Government could never hope to ob-
tain the money, and this House did a
wise thing in rejecting the Bill. So far,
in this present programme laid hefore
the House there is no expressed intention
of the Government to bring that Bill in
again. I do not know whether the Gov-
ernment will be foreced hy Congress to
re-jntrodace the Bill, hut T hope they will
not, for it would only he inviting the
defeat of the measure in this place. Some
of these exiremists may think it is a good
thing to have a cockshy at the Legiclative
Council. The Land and Income Tax Bills
were rejected for good reasons, Mr. Moss
showed how unjustly that shiding seale
was drawn, I apree there should be a
sliding scale, and that larger incomes
should be made to pay more in proportion
to the small ones: and I believe members
of the Hounse would see the justice of it
if the Government were to bring in a fair
Bill having a sliding scale, bat one not
displarinz the unjust propertion that
was 5o manifest in the measure referred
to. There is one thing wmore which the
hon, membher is drilling into us in season
and out of season, and that is the Re-
distribntion of Seats Bill, which was
passed hy the Wilson Government. I
agree with the hon. member that these
Bille shonld alwavs be sent to commis-
sioners first to settle the houndaries, and
it 1= a pity that the Wilson (Government
did not adopt that course. Tt was a
matter, however, that affected the Legis-
lative Assembly. It did not touch the
houndaries of the Legislative Couneil pro-
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vinces, and in eommon with several other
members T thonght that as it was a matter
that affected anofther place only, they
were the people best competent to deal
with it. There seems to be no satisfying
the hon, member, because the party he
at present supports in Federal polities
bad a Redistribution of Seats Bill pre-
pared by commissioners and the Senate
altered it out of all recognition, An
endeavour was made fo alter it in the
House ol't‘ Representatives. but the Min-
istry stood by the greater portion of the
Bill and would not tolerate any amend-
ment, but the Senate altered the boun-
daries in response to cirenlars whieh were
sent around hy various members. Tt is
all very well to say that the State Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill was an iniguitous
measnre and that it was disgracefnl of
this Hounse to pass it, but when a Bill is
prepared by commissioners and the party
which the hon. member supports alters
it out of all recognifion. the hon, memher
ean see no vieg in it at all. There is one
thing T wish to refer to. and that is the
extraordinary eontract entered into by
the Government with the Powell Wood
Process Comnany. T wonder what would
have heen said if a Liberal Govern-
ment had entered into sueh a econtract.
The whole country T think, is still waiting
for an explanation of that contract—why
it was entered into, why snch extraordin-
arily zood ferms were given to the eom-
pany, why the agreement was kept secret
for this length of time, why the company
were given a rovalty beyond the duration
of their patent, and why they were given
15,000 acres of timber country. As re-
gards the timber coneession, T know that
timber country has been asked for by
dozens of hewers and contractors. and
they have heen met. and perhaps rightly
so, by refusal. but why should the Gov-
ermment who diseonntenance in the strong-
est terms all monopolies, try to ereate a
greater monopoly by giving this Powell
Wood Proeess Company 15000 aeres of
land? The Government say that accord-
ing to the terms of their eontract they are
not paving 2s. rovalty, but only 1s. 3d.
for timber for use outside the State. What
is to prevent the company to-morrow, if

[COUNCIL.] .

they raise their price fo 2s. in the other
States, from charging a royalty of 2s. to
the Government liere? There is nothing
in the agreement to prevent it. Do the
Government think it right {o leave this
matter in the hands of the company so
that the company can dictate terms to
them month by month or vear by year as
to what the Government shall pay as roy-
alty on the timber. The agreement which
was made with the Railway Department
I understand—I have not seen it—fixed
the royalty at 9d. Why could nor the
Government have fixed the royalty on this
oceasion and let the country know what it
is instead of fixing a royalty that is liable
to be altered from time to time at the will
of the company.

The Colonial Secretory: How can it be
altered? .

Hon, A. G, JENKINS: The conlract
says the Government are to pay 2s, and
the hon, member says they will pay 1s, 3d.
as long as the company wishes. The hon,
member gave the answer, I was hoping
that he would make it 9d. but he stated
1s. 3d. and 1 presmme if the company
wish to make it 2s. the Government will
have to agree to it.

The Colonial Secretary: I do not think
that is in the agreement.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: 1 have been
{rving to ascertain exaetly what iz in the
agreement, hui perhaps the Minister will
lay the agreement on the Table of the
House, tozether with the file. If Le does
so he will perhaps disabuse our minds of
a lot of suspicion which is at present
lurking there, and it will give the people
of the eountry a great feeling of relief if
they know that the terms of the contract
are not so striet as those published in the
Press. 1 want to know the reason which
induced the Government o enter into sueh
a one-sided contract, and why the com-
pany shonld be so exfraordinarily fav-
oured, T hope that a satisfactory ex-
planation will be forthcoming. So far no
information has been given. One mem-
her of the Government who spoke in an-
other place has nat attempted in any way
to justify this cootraet or to take the
House into his confidence in regard to its

terms, and I hope that before the session
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closes at any rate, some member of the
Government, and perhaps the Colonial
Secretary, will take the eountry into his
confidence and let us know the terms of
the agreement, and what indneed the Gov-
ernment to give the company snch extra-
ordinarily good terms. We eannof won-
der that the people are asking if there are
any more seeret agreements which will be
produced at an opportune time. We do
not know, becanse the Government seem
to keep these things locked up, as they
have done this agreement, for fifteen
months from the public gaze, and then
when it comes to light Ministers talk
abont sacking eivil servants and we hear
talk of giving them the boot when it is
thought that one of them has been respon-
sible for divulging the contract. T hope
that if there are any more contracts the
Governmenl will publish them on their
own initiative and not allow them to be
bronght ont perhaps by methods of which
we all do not approve. I personaliy res
gret that the Civil Service Appeal Board
has been abandoned. T realise thaf{ the
Arbitration Court should sit as early as
possible, berause there are very special
cireymstances in regard to these awards
which shounld he decided, but T think it is
a pily that once the appeals of the eivil
servants were started they were not fin-
ished. T do not think it is fair fo the eivil
servants to abandon them. They have
been waiting long enough, and it is
neither fair nor reasonable to expect them
to remain silent for an indefinite time,
while the Arbitration Court proceeds with
work which will probably last for six
months, The civil servants have rights
the same as emplovers of labour or their
employees have, and those rights should
be respected by the Government. If the
Government find that there is no judge
available at present to undertake the work
and it is work of great moment which
means much to a large body of men, the
Government should take special steps to
ensure that the appeals will be heard at
the earliest possible moment. T desire to
congratulate the Government on the ap-
pointment of Sir Newton Moore as Agent
General for a forther term. T suppose,

Sir Newton is one of the best Agents-
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Genera] we have ever had. The Govern-
ment have realised that, and have risen
above the arena of party polities and made
an appointment which, T am sure, is most
popular with all sections of the com-
munity. ‘The visit of the Premier to Eng-
land had a great deal to do with the State
obtaining its loan, but without Sir New-
ton Moore’s able assistance I am sure that
the money could not have been obtained.
In thinking over the Premier's journey, I
wonder how he got on in regard to the
celebrated speech of the Attorney General,
I think that speech must have heen hang-
ing over the Premier’s head like the cele-
brated sword wherever he went, I won-
der what the fat man or the lean man in
England would have said if that allusion
of the Attorney General’s had been dis-
tributed in pamphlet form when the Pre-
moter was applying for a loan of two mil-
lions. However, that was kept in the back-
ground, and T hope that it has been rele-
gated to the background for all time. In
regard to constitutional and eleetoral re-
form, I hope the Minister will tell us ex-
aetlv what is involved in these proposals.
So far we are quite in the dark. An
amendment of the Mines Regulation Aet
T suppose will take the form of the Bill
which eame before this Chamber last ses-
sion. T have not had mueh experience in
the mining industry of late years, al-
thongh I keep in toueh with it to a eertain
extent, hut T know that the Bill of last
session would praelically have stifled a
good many of the mines in Kalgoorlie in
their present stage of development. T am
glad that the Great Boulder has done
away with the night shift. but it does not
follow that all the mines are so well de-
veloped, The Great Boulder is exception-
ally well developed, and probably ean find
sufficient faces without deereasing the
number of men in its employ, but there
ean be only one end to the passing of such
a Bill as was presented last sesston, and
that mnst he to throw thousands of men

out of work if the abolition of the night
shift was hronght inte operation at once.
I think the Government and their sup-
porters. particularly frem the goldfields,
must admit that, and I hope that when
the Bill is introdneed it will be a common-
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sense one showing that the interests of the
employers as well as the interests of the
employees have been considered. I have
no doubt ibat the Irrigation Bill will pass
this ITouse on this occasion. It was
brought down very late last session, and
the Minister in charge of the Bill did not
even attend the conference. How, there-
fore, could he expeet a reasonable com-
promise to be arrived at on the last night
of the session, I snppose that other mea-
sures will be introduced by the Goveru-
went since the parliament of Western
Australia has finished its sittings at Fre-
mantle, and whatever those other measures
might he [ hope they will be on moderate
lines, and that the leader of the other
party will not be toc wuch upset if we
fail to pass their measures,

On motionr by Hon, T.
debate adjourned.

H. Wilding.

Honse widjourned at 5.13 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
pa., and read pravers,

QUESTIONS  (3)--POWELLISED

TIMBER.
Cost for Wagoa Conslruciion.
GEORGE usked the Minister for
Railway~: 1, What has been the cost per
100 fect saper—apart from royaliv—to
the Hailway Department of powellising
the timber for wacon and ecar construe-

[COUNCIL.]

tien? 2, What quantity of tizher has
been so treated?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS re.
plied: 1, Cost of powellising, 3x. 24, per
100 super feet. 2, Quantity of timber
treated to 30th June. 1913, 2,830,332 super
feet.

Royalty Peid.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Minister for
Works: What is the total amount to 30th
June, 1913, paid to the Lolders of the
powellising process for royally on timber
treated and used by the department in
the construction of—{a.) the Port Hed-
land Railway; (b.) all other State rail-
ways.

The MINISTER FOX RAILWAYS re.
plied: {a.) Royalty paid on timher treated
for use in conneetion with Port Hedland
Railway 1o the 30th June. 191:3—¢£1.062
13s. 9d. (b.}) Royalty jaid on timber
treated for use on all other State railways
lo the 30th June, 1913—£957 11s, Sd.

Cast and Number of Sleepers need.

Mr. GEQRGE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the cost per sleeper
apart from royally of powellising = the
sleepers used in the construction of the
Port Hedland Railway? 2, What number
of sleepers were used in that railway—
{a.}) powellised; (b.) not trented.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, 8d. (eightpence) per sleeper.
2, {a.) 220,395; (b.) 2,539. In addition,
17,00% sleepers were freated with several
ollier speeifies against white anis.

QUESTION—HARBOTR IMPROVE-
MENTS, ALBANT.

Mr. PRICE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have plan< and specifications
providing for exteuxive harbour improve-
ments at Albany been prepared? 2, Have
such plans and specifications, if any, been
considered by Cabinet? 3, In view of the
fact that £€3,000 was placed on the ¥sti-
mates last year for harbour improvements
for Albany. will bhe indieate when sneit
work is likely 1o be commenced! 4, Has
hiz attention been drawn to the fact that

‘ceriain interstate steamers, including =&

new steamer arriving next month, eannot



